
FROM THE RECTOR'S DESK

 

In traditional Christian theology, few historic events are as mysterious and
yet hold as much existential meaning as 1) Jesus’ Ascension into Heaven
after His death and Resurrection; and 2) the Descent of God the Holy Spirit
upon Jesus’ disciples in the Jerusalem Temple at Pentecost. We celebrate
and commemorate both of these feasts in May this year.

The Ascension
Rooted in the sacred texts of the New Testament, particularly the Book of
Acts, this pivotal moment is the culmination of Jesus' earthly ministry and
the transition to his exalted state in Heaven. In the Episcopal Church, the
Ascension shapes our understanding of human existence, purpose, and the
search for transcendence.

Our Lord’s Ascension is not a distant, historic event in the past; mystically, it
is a continuing reality. As we recite in the Nicene Creed, forty days after
Jesus’ death on the Cross and Resurrection from the dead, He "ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.” This means that,
as the Catechism of the Episcopal Church teaches, “Jesus took our human
nature into heaven where he now reigns with the Father and intercedes for
us (BCP p. 850).” This has at least two implications:
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While Christ’s Body is not “here on earth” in our experience of time
and space, He is present in the world and in the Church through the
Holy Spirit Whom Christ continually sends to us (see Pentecost, below).
From the moment He Ascended back to the Throne whence He first
came until the moment we read this article, Christ endlessly
interweaves His life in Heaven with our life in time on earth.
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Because of these things, our Lord’s Ascension serves as a source of hope and assurance. Jesus'
departure was not an abandonment; it was a promise of his return. The Book of Acts records how
angels comforted the disciples, assuring them that Jesus will come back in the same way they saw
him go into heaven (Acts 1:11). This expectation of Christ's second coming anchors us in a certain
expectation of an ultimate future fulfillment of God's promises which exceed everything we could
possibly imagine or pray for.

Therefore, the Ascension stands as a beacon of hope that, as it lifts upward our expectations of joy,
it points us to the ultimate fulfillment of our innate longing and existential purpose: to love God as
totally as He loves us.

Pentecost (or “Whitsunday”)
Pentecost began as a Jewish holiday called Shavuot. In the Old Testament book of Exodus, we learn
how God freed the enslaved Hebrews from their Egyptian captivity on Passover. Fifty days later (or,
one Pentecost later, from the Greek word for “five” which is pente), after this divine liberation began,
God gave His Law to the Hebrews through Moses on Mt. Sinai. 

Pentecost is the Christian Shavuot. In same way that the Hebrews received God’s Law on the fiftieth
day after Passover, Jesus’ apostles received God the Holy Spirit on the fiftieth day after Jesus’
Passion and Resurrection (Acts 2). This Pentecost is a cornerstone of the liturgical calendar because
it reminds us of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the early disciples and the birth of the
Church. Today, Episcopalians experience this past-outpouring in the sacraments: the “outward and
visible signs of God’s inward and spiritual grace:”

As God’s eternal High Priest for us, Christ intercedes for humanity before the Father both forever and
daily. We are not only forgiven—once and for all—for all of our self-centered thoughts and deeds; we
are forgiven for each of them—one at a time. Episcopal theology emphasizes Christ's constant ministry
in heaven: our ongoing, utter need for God parallels His relentless help. Eternally-yet-presently He
reconciles us with the Father and advocates for us and for the world. This can give us comfort and
courage: because our access to His divine grace and forgiveness will never end, He will always give us
the grace and strength to face down everything that frightens and would otherwise dishearten us and
those we love. 

2.
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In the Episcopal tradition, the Feast of Pentecost is sometimes called “Whitsunday” (“White-Sunday”)
because of its history in the medieval Church of England from which our spiritual identity comes. In
those days, those who sought to be baptized and confirmed on Whitsunday (as was typical) wore white
clothes as signs of their renewal in the life of God. 

Whitsunday also emphasizes the diversity of spiritual gifts bestowed upon believers by the Holy Spirit.
Just as the disciples spoke in tongues on that first Whitsunday, Episcopalians recognize the manifold
ways in which the Spirit manifests within the body of Christ. This diversity of gifts enriches the life of the
Church, enabling each member to contribute uniquely to its mission and witness in the world in which
God invites us not only to worship Him but to work with Him to redeem the world from everything that
exploits us and to reconcile us with Him and each other.  The Spirit, often depicted as a unifying force,
transcends barriers of language, culture, and nationality (Acts 2:5-12). In a world marked by division and
strife, Whitsunday challenges Episcopalians to embody the Spirit's reconciling presence that heals our
relationship with God and invites us to share that healing with one another and across every facet of our
society.

On Whitsunday, we are re-inspired to remember and be re-centered in our identity as members of
Christ's Universal Body. Eternally and yet daily, God the Holy Spirit commissions and empowers us to
share with others the love He has given us. Our Lord’s work did not end at His Passion, Resurrection, or
His Ascension. He still works and moves in and among us. And since His work of love will never end,
neither will our joyful reflection of it to Him and to all.

The sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation are the formal portholes through which God the Holy
Spirit descends upon and enters the persons who receive Him in them. While He continually inspires
us (literally, breathes-into-us) with His mercy and grace, it is at Baptism and Confirmation especially that
God transforms and empowers His people for their mission in the world. 

This sacramental worldview is rooted in the Christian tradition of apostolic succession. In our Anglican
(and therefore Episcopal) theological tradition (also shared with the Eastern Orthodox and Roman
Catholics), bishops are spiritual and doctrinal heirs of the first Apostles who, after being consecrated
by God the Holy Spirit on Pentecost with the sound of a mighty rushing wind and tongues of fire (Acts
2), consecrated yet others to share what they had received. Authorized by God the Holy Spirit who
moved among the Apostles at Pentecost and still moves in His Church today, bishops and the
sacraments and other doctrines they safeguard underscore our belief that the Church is not merely a
human institution but a sacred Mystery which empowers successive generations of believers, lay and
ordained, to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ.

1.
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If you have a loved one who graduates this spring,
please let us know! We will continue our tradition of
honoring graduates from high school, college or
another educational program. Please email
office@saintpeterscolumbia.org to submit your
graduate's full name and the school from which they
will graduate.  
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Men's
Fellowship

The Men’s Fellowship
meets Thursday, May 2,

in the Parish Hall at 5
p.m. Our meal will be

blessed at 6 p.m. Join us
for great food and

fellowship. All men are
welcome. Bring your

appetite! 

Spring 2024 Graduates

The People's Table
St. Peter’s will host the People’s Table at the First
United Methodist Church from approximately 10 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. on May 3, 10, 17 and 24. Contact Joann
Belcher as soon as possible at (931) 212-7254 if you
can assist. Any financial assistance you can provide will
be greatly appreciated. Simply note your donation as
“The People’s Table.” Thank You!

mailto:office@saintpeterscolumbia.org
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The Veteran Military Friendly Congregation program promotes community, acceptance, and support for
Veterans and their families. Faith is a proven and fundamental component to healing, recovery, and the
mental health well being of veterans. As such, the mission of VMFC is to bring  servicemen and women
closer to God and highlight the healing power of God. To learn more about this organization, visit
www.vmfc-usa.org/.

St. Peters is a Veteran Military Friendly Congregation 

Calling all women of St. Peter’s! Beginning in May we will be hosting a Sisterhood
Gathering on the first Tuesday of each month. This is a social event designed to build
relationships and simply have fun! Women of all ages and journeys of life are encouraged
to attend. Our first Sisterhood Gathering will be Tuesday, May 7 at 6 p.m. in the Parish
Hall. Food will be provided. If you are able there is a $10 suggested donation. Please
come even if you are not able to make a donation.
RSVP to office@saintpeterscolumbia.org by Friday, May 3.

Sisterhood Gathering

We had a lovely Mother/Daughter Tea on Sunday, April 28. Thank you to Jane for
hosting and planning, and thank you to all of the volunteers who worked hard to
hold such a sweet event!

Mother/Daughter Tea

https://vmfc-usa.org/
mailto:office@saintpeterscolumbia.org
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Vacation Bible School!Vacation Bible School!
When: Wednesday, June 5 and

Thursday, June 6 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, June 8 (time TBD)

Where: St. Peter's Episcopal Church

Who: YOU! 
Join us this summer for another super fun VBS! We will host two

evenings at the church for our youth and children to learn about God
and have a lot of fun along the way. 

Any adults who want to volunteer can contact Jane - we can't do it
without you! A sign-up link will be coming out soon.

On Saturday, June 8, we will wrap up VBS with a final event from mid-
morning until lunchtime. More information is to come! 
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Cereal for The Family Center
Maury County Schools will dismiss for the summer on May 23. That means the school
provided breakfast is no longer available. During the summer, The Family Center experiences
an increased need for breakfast food. For the past six summers, St. Peter’s has collected
breakfast food to provide for this need. A plastic box will be placed on the stage in the Parish
Hall for this collection. Thank you in advance for any donation of cereal, breakfast bars, or any
other ready to eat breakfast food for our Maury County youth. If you have questions or ideas,
please contact Vicki Kenney at (931) 215-2430 or vwkenney@gmail.com.

mailto:vwkenney@gmail.com
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WHITSUNDAY
Whitsunday Services

May 19, 2024 at 10 a.m.
St. John's Episcopal Church

6497 Trotwood Avenue

Potluck picnic on the grounds after
the service concludes

All are invited to our annual Whitsunday services at St. John's Ashwood! This year, we
welcome Bishop William Mostert, retired bishop of the Diocese of Christ the King within
the Anglican Church of Southern Africa.

Following the service, we will proceed to the historic graveyard to pray over the Bishops’
graves and our monument to the enslaved Communicants whose artisanship and labor
built the church, followed by a covered dish picnic on the grounds of St. John’s. Please
bring a dish to pass. St. Peters will provide fried chicken for all, as well as water,
lemonade, plates, cups, and utensils. We encourage you to bring lawn chairs and blankets
to spread out for the picnic. The St. John’s Board will also provide portable restroom
facilities. Invite your friends today! 

Remember that there is no running water at the church and the only air conditioning is
what passes through the open side windows. Please plan accordingly. 
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VESTRY
MAY 2024

St. Peter's 
2024 Vestry Members 

John Finney, Senior Warden
Jennifer Ballard, Junior Warden

Sarah Robert, Clerk 

 Larry Trotter
Lucia Vining
Ken Vickers

Kevin Benderman

Dave Glowacki
Peggy Harmon

Becky Clayborne
Wilks Halliday

Vestry Meeting Bullet Points from April 25, 2024

Reviewed and approved presentation from Kristin Wrather, Director of

Communications, about new website.

Reviewed and approved presentation from Dave Glowacki, on behalf of the

Finance and Governance Committee, of Quarterly Report to be given to

Congregation on Sunday, April 28.

Approved Outreach Committee’s requests for $500 gift grant to Operation

Stand Down (from Outreach line item) and $1,000 grant to the People’s Table

(from B.I. Naddy Fund).

Discussed possible solutions to address increasing need for parking assistance

from our mobility-challenged community on Sundays.

Received report from Rector about Clergy Colloquium and the continued need

for compliance with Safe Church training and with Diocesan requests for Fair

Share financial participation with the life of the Diocese.

Heard proposal for renewed strategy and structure for leadership of

Stewardship Education ministry.

Ryan Fowler
Mark Keeton

Madeline McWhorter
Chip Wallace
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VESTRY
MAY 2024

Financial Summary for March 2024

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in the month of March 2024. We
will receive the April Financial Report at our Vestry meeting on the fourth Thursday in May. This
summary is drawn from our Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry which is much more detailed. Those who
would like to see it may find it in the hallway that leads to the Church Office where it is always posted. 

Thank you for your gifts to God through St. Peter’s. If you have any questions about our finances, please
contact either our Senior Warden, John Finney (finneyjohnsandy@bellsouth.net), or our Treasurer,
Melanie Lucas-Evanko (melanieevanko@gmail.com).

Our Lord said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." (Matthew 6:21)

If you have any questions, please call St. Peter’s or send an email to office@saintpeterscolumbia.org.

Chris Bowhay+

St. Peter's 
2024 Vestry Members 

John Finney, Senior Warden
Jennifer Ballard, Junior Warden

Sarah Robert, Clerk 

 Larry Trotter
Lucia Vining
Ken Vickers

Kevin Benderman

Dave Glowacki
Peggy Harmon

Becky Clayborne
Wilks Halliday

Ryan Fowler
Mark Keeton

Madeline McWhorter
Chip Wallace

mailto:finneyjohnsandy@bellsouth.net
mailto:melanieevanko@gmail.com
mailto:office@saintpeterscolumbia.org
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May 2024 Calendar

May 2024 Lay Schedule
Rotunda Ministry Scheduler

https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/30/web-terminal/login/stpeterscolumbia


e-mail: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org     
Father Chris Bowhay: priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org

Website: www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. 7th Street
Columbia, TN. 38401
Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter's Episcopal Church

http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/

