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Now that we have passed through “Lent’s long shadows” and have 
entered the light of Eastertide, we turn our attention to two important 
Feast Days: The Feast of the Ascension of Christ and the Feast of 
Pentecost, or Whitsunday.

The Feast of the Ascension (Thursday, May 18; observed Sunday, 
May 21)
Forty days after his Resurrection, when Jesus finished talking with his 
disciples, “he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight 
(Acts 1:9).” Two men in white robes (Angels? We aren’t told.) say, “Men 
of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, 
who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way as you saw him go into heaven (Acts 1.11).” 

There is a lot happening here, and it would be understandable that 
those who take Scripture seriously may have several questions. Is 
Heaven physically, literally above the sky? How is He “in Heaven” if He 
promised to be with us “always, even unto the end of the world (Matt. 
28:20)”? 

We do not believe in a three-story universe, with Heaven above us and 
Hell below us: neither did the 1st century Hebrews. Heaven and earth 
are not two places sharing the same physical universe. Further, they 
are not two separate worlds, a nonphysical world contrasting with a 
physical world. 

http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/


THE KEYS OF ST. PETER PAGE 2

 
Heaven and earth are woven together by the same Creator, such that one who is in Heaven 
can be present simultaneously anywhere and everywhere on earth. Imagine the Earth as a 
two-dimensional square, and Heaven is a three-dimensional cube. Those living on the 
square cannot imagine what it is like to be anything other than flat, but those living in the 
cube can see everything that is happening in the square. Christ’s Ascension into Heaven 
means that Jesus is available and accessible to everyone on earth without our needing to 
travel anywhere to find Him. When Christ was received into Heaven, He left our visible sight, 
but through the Holy Spirit, through the grace of the Sacraments, and by the enveloping 
presence of Heaven that saturates the earth, Christ the King of Heaven is and shall always be 
present with us.

Pentecost (May 28), also called Whitsunday
The Feast Day of Pentecost commemorates how, fifty days after the Resurrection of Christ 
and ten days after His Ascension into Heaven, God the Holy Spirit descended on Christ’s 
disciples and forged the Christian Church. He descended upon Jesus’ followers with the 
sound of a mighty rushing wind and tongues of fire resting on their heads (Acts 2). Fueled by 
the Spirit of God who dwelt within them, those disciples scattered across the world to set all 
afire with the love they had received.

It is also called Whitsun or Whitsunday in Britain among some Anglicans and Methodists. 
There are a variety of theories about the day’s name, but the most compelling comes from 
the 14th century monk John Mirk: “[…] this day is called Whitsunday because the Holy Ghost 
as on this day brought wit and wisdom unto all Christ’s disciples.” 

When we were Baptized and then later Confirmed, God the Holy Ghost ignited a fire within 
us and breathed His life into us so that we can glow with His glory and pass His fire to others 
until the whole world shines with the light and warmth of His love. When we come to church 
each Sunday, God rekindles that fire within us and helps us to seek, find, and share God’s 
grace in each day He gives us. For over one hundred years, thousands of Maury County 
residents and Episcopalians in Tennessee have marked this day with a pilgrimage to St. 
John’s Ashwood for the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, the rite of Confirmation, and a 
potluck picnic on the beautiful church grounds.
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The Anglican priest and poet Malcolm Guite wrote a sonnet that described the Feast of Pentecost 
this way:
 

Today we feel the wind beneath our wings

Today the hidden fountain flows and plays

Today the church draws breath at last and sings

As every flame becomes a Tongue of praise.

This is the feast of fire, air, and water

Poured out and breathed and kindled into earth.

The earth herself awakens to her maker

And is translated out of death to birth.

The right words come today in their right order

And every word spells freedom and release

Today the gospel crosses every border

All tongues are loosened by the Prince of Peace

Today the lost are found in His translation.

Whose mother-tongue is Love, in every nation.

See you Sunday!

Faithfully, in Christ,
Chris Bowhay+



Men's
Fellowship

 
 

The Men's 
Fellowship group 
will NOT meet in 

March or April. We 
will see you in May! 
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Easter Sunday Candy Hunt
The annual Easter Candy Hunt will be held on Easter 
Sunday, April 9th, on the front lawn of the church after the 
9:15am service. Donations of candy for this event would be 
greatly appreciated! Please take the candy to the church 
office by Friday, April 7th, and the candy must be 
individually wrapped. In addition, we will need volunteers to 
help scatter the candy on the front lawn during the 9:15am 
service. Please reach out to Jane if you can help! 

Summer Camp Scholarships Available
If your child is interested in participating in any church- 
based summer camp, including NaCoMe summer camp, you 
should know that we have scholarship money available to 
help offset the cost of attending! Please contact the church 
office for more information.

Donation from St. Peter's
St. Peter's is honored to donate funds to Maury 
County Students in Transition, an organization 
that helps with housing insecurity for students 
within Maury County Schools. Jane Rodriguez- 
Keeton and Nicolas Abdallah donated proceeds 
from the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper on 
behalf of St. Peter's Youth to assist this group 
and the work they do. 
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Mother/Daughter Tea - New Date  
Save the Date! The Mother/Daughter Tea has been 
rescheduled for April 16th, from 3:00pm-4:00pm. Please 
send the names of Mother/Daughter Tea attendees to Jane 
by April 7th. 

Bake Sale - Sunday, April 2
On Sunday, April 2, our amazing nursery leaders will host our annual bake sale to 
support the nursery and other children's ministries! The bake sale will be set up in the 
Parish Hall all morning with sweets, casseroles, quiches, and other wonderful goodies. 
Take home a delicious treat and support the youngest saints of St. Peter's! 

Additional Nursery Workers Needed!
Our smallest saints need you! We have availability in our Nursery for anyone who 
would like to care for babies and young children up to age 5. If you're interested, 
please contact the office. 

Flower Guild
Do you love flowers? Our Flower Guild is a wonderful ministry that helps beautify the 
sanctuary each Sunday. We're looking for volunteers to serve on this committee. If 
you're interested, please contact the office. 
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Holy Week Schedule 

Maundy Thursday, April 6th
7:00pm - The Liturgy of Maundy Thursday, commemorating the Last Supper.
The service includes washing of feet, the Holy Eucharist, and Stripping of the
Altar.

Good Friday, April 7th
12:00pm - Ecumenical service of scripture, prayer and song at First
Presbyterian Church. This service partners First Presbyterian, First United
Methodist, and St. Peter’s.

3:00pm - Stations of the Cross, held in the Chapel.

7:00pm - The Liturgy of Good Friday, held in the Church. 

Easter Sunday, April 9th
8:00am - Holy Eucharist, Rite I

9:15am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II. The children are invited to 
bring flowers for the Flowering of the Cross. After the 
service, we'll enjoy refreshments on the lawn and the 
children will hunt for Easter candy.

11:00am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II



As St. Peter’s is blessed with so many new young families, we wanted to find some 
way to honor our newest saints with a special commemoration of his or her 
baptism and support them during their early church years. The Daughters of the 
King are spearheading the establishment of a Guild of the Christ Child program. 
We would love to have help and input from anyone who has an interest or who 
has participated in the Guild of the Christ Child at another church.

We are presenting our newly baptized children with a framed cross stitch sampler 
with their name and the date of their baptism. We will remember each of them 
with a card on the first, second and third anniversaries of their baptism. We're 
also including each child on our daily prayer list. Sarah Robert has graciously 
volunteered to sew the first several samplers. Anyone who enjoys counted cross 
stitch and would be willing to help, please let us know.

To volunteer or provide input, email Vicki Kenney at vwkenney@gmail.com or call 
931-215-2430. 
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Guild of the Christ Child

mailto:vwkenney@gmail.com
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Sunday School Teachers!

Intentional Communion Class
Our Intentional Communion Class for our young children, geared towards ages 7-10, 
will be on two days: Sunday, April 30th, and Sunday, May 7th, from 10:45am-11:15am 
in the upstairs classroom. Make up classes will be on May 14th if needed. We will 
participate in a service recognizing these students on Sunday, May 21st, at the 9:15am 
service. They will all participate in communion together. Feel free to invite family, 
godparents and friends. 

Spring 2023 Graduates
If you have a loved one who graduates this spring, please 
let us know! We will continue our tradition of honoring 
graduates from high school, college or another educational 
program. Please email office@saintpeterscolumbia.org to 
submit your graduate's full name and the school from 
which they will graduate.  

Have you ever wanted to shape young lives? Do you enjoy art 
projects and youthful discussions? Are you willing to share your love 
of St. Peter's with our youth and children? If so, you may be our next 

Sunday School teacher! Reach out to Jane if you're interested in 
learning more about our Sunday School classes and to see where 

you might fit in. We would love to have you! 

mailto:office@saintpeterscolumbia.org
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Vacation Bible School!Vacation Bible School!
When: Wednesday, June 7th and 

Thursday, June 8th
 

Where: St. Peter's Episcopal Church
 

Who: YOU! 
Join us this summer for another super fun VBS! We will host 

two evenings at the church for our youth and children to 
learn about God and have a lot of fun along the way. 

 
Any adults who want to volunteer can contact Jane - we can't 

do it without you! 
 

On Saturday, June 10th, we will wrap up VBS with a pool 
party at Jane and Mark's house. More information is to 

come! 
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VESTRY
APRIL 2023

Mike Sharpton, Senior Warden
John Finney, Junior Warden

John Breyfogle, Clerk 

Ginger Moon
Mark Sells 

Jane Rodriguez-Keeton 
Jennifer Ballard 

St. Peter's 
2023 Vestry Members 

Summary of St. Peter's Vestry Meeting
Tuesday, March 28

Sarah Robert
Larry Trotter
Lucia Vining

Dave Glowacki
Peggy Harmon

Becky Clayborne
Wilks Halliday

 

Approved $250 annual subscription for Stewardship Education materials from The 
Episcopal Network for Stewardship (TENS) in preparation for this year’s program. This 
money will come from our Operating Budget.

Voted to offer a $150 monthly retainer from the Looper Fund for maintenance of our 
computer, telephone, and wireless equipment and services.

Voted to authorize $7,500 for a new door with crash bar at the breezeway entrance that 
leads to the office and Sunday School rooms, $6,200 for an improved sound system in 
the Parish Hall, and $9,000 for the installation of a campus-wide security camera 
system. These monies will come from the Thompson Fund and the General Endowment 
Fund as needed.

Approved recommendation from the Outreach Committee that $1,000 be granted to 
the Nashville International Center for Empowerment (NICE) from the Outreach Budget 
to assist with the placement of refugees from Afghanistan and the Ukraine.

Gave thanks for a $25,000 bequest from the estate of Polly Ann Halliday.
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APRIL 2023

St. Peter's 
2023 Vestry Members 

Mike Sharpton, Senior Warden
John Finney, Junior Warden

John Breyfogle, Clerk 

Ginger Moon
Mark Sells 

Jane Rodriguez-Keeton 
Jennifer Ballard 

Sarah Robert
Larry Trotter
Lucia Vining

Dave Glowacki
Peggy Harmon

Becky Clayborne
Wilks Halliday

 

Financial Summary for February 2023

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in the month of 
February 2023. We will receive the March Financial Report at our Vestry meeting in April. 
This summary is drawn from our Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry which is much more 
detailed. Those who would like to see it may find it in the hallway that leads to the Church
Office where it is always posted.

Thank you for your gifts to God through your gifts to St. Peter’s. If you have any questions, 
please call St. Peter’s or send an email to office@saintpeterscolumbia.org.

Our Lord said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." (Matthew 6:21)

Faithfully,

Chris Bowhay+

mailto:office@saintpeterscolumbia.org
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April 2023 Lay Schedule
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April 2023 Calendar



e-mail: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org     
Father Chris Bowhay: priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org

Website: www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. 7th Street
Columbia, TN. 38401
Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter's Episcopal Church

http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/

