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In 2013, music fans of every kind were surprised—no, shocked—when the
iconic Southern California punk rock band Bad Religion released a
Christmas album entitled Christmas Songs. What most shocked the band’s
fans was the album’s presentation of traditional songs (“White Christmas”
and “Little Drummer Boy”) and even hymns (“O Come All Ye Faithful,”
“Angels We Have Heard on High,” and “O Come, O Come Emmanuel,”
among others) not with a nasty attitude or a spirit of mockery but with
what sounds to be sincere respect and even joy. Maybe that is why
reviews were mixed and sales were not strong: the band’s signature
musical style of three-part harmonies (which they call “oozin’ ahhs”) and
technical skill at high speed is as present as on any other of their albums.
Perhaps there was an assumption that a band with that name should
tear down songs about the birth of the Son of God, not record or
promote them.

As always, the truth is more nuanced. While Greg Graffin, the band’s co-
founder and front man, does not describe himself as Christian, he also
does not profess himself an atheist in the purest sense. Having obtained
a B.A in Anthropology and a Master’s in Geology at UCLA and a PhD in
Zoology at Cornell University where he has lectured courses on natural
sciences and evolution, he describes himself as a Naturalist: one who
believes that only natural laws and forces (as opposed to supernatural
ones) operate in the cosmos. But this in itself is not a denial that there
are supernatural laws and forces, nor that there is a God who exercises
them. 
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In fact, Graffin is well-aware that his music career (and thus educational pursuits) was made possible only
because as a child he sang the Christmas songs that later were recorded for the album. As a schoolboy in
Wisconsin, Graffin and his classmates were automatically the school choir. Before each day’ s lessons in
the other subjects, they gathered to sing songs from the radio which, during the Christmas season,
included Christmas carols. Those rehearsals led to performances at school concerts. Graffin’s teacher,
Mrs. Perkins, noticed his talent and ensured that he received a scholarship to summer music camps in
Madison. The rest is history. “I never thought of myself as a particularly gifted singer,” Graffin says. “In
fact, I just assumed that everyone could sing the way that I did.” In other words, the crucial combination
of the songs about the birth of Christ and the engaged attention of a loving schoolteacher led Graffin to
who and where he is now: without the Music and the Mentor there can be no Singer nor his Song.

We might say that this combination is a picture of our response to the liturgical season of Advent and its
anticipation of Christmas. Our culture is not yet so uninstructed that it does not hear and learn the Story:
two thousand years ago God entered the world as a baby in Bethlehem where, surrounded by his family,
shepherds, and wise men, the angels sang His welcome. But many who know the story do not see their
connection to it. They need people—maybe people like us—to help them discover how the Truth of that
Story reveals who they truly are and how their otherwise undiscovered gifts serve Him and bring us all to
His love.

I believe Graffin’s personal evolution of faith is not yet finished. Once one observes and accepts the Laws
that move the universe, it can only be a matter of time before one accepts the inevitable implication that
there is a First Mover. And because that First Mover has entered the world to interact with it—to be born,
live, and die as one of us so as to be resurrected and ascend to prepare a place for us—it is only a matter
of time before one observes and then accepts the natural and historical consequences of His Arrival. And
when that happens, Christmas comes once more. And then the Punks—as well as all mankind—joins the
angels as we sing God’s praise in Christmas songs.

Chris Bowhay+

  We can expect that Graffin has already been asked where those Natural Laws come from if not from
God. In 2006, his mutually respectful and enlightening email debates with Preston Jones, a professor of
history at the Christian John Brown University in Arkansas, about these and other issues were published
in their co-authored Is Belief in God Good, Bad, or Irrelevant? A Professor and a Punk Rocker Discuss Science,
Religion, Naturalism, and Christianity (InterVarsity Press).
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Men's
Fellowship
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The Men’s Fellowship
meets Thursday,

December 7th, in the
Parish Hall at 5:00 PM.

Our meal will be
blessed at 6:00 PM.

Join us for great food
and fellowship. All
men are welcome.

Bring your appetite! 

Confirmation Classes
Confirmation classes for adults began Sunday, October 22nd.
Classes will continue in the Parish Hall from 11:30am to
12:45pm every Sunday through December 10th.

Newcomers and Membership 101 Classes
There are no Newcomers or Membership 101 classes
scheduled for December. We will reconvene in January 2024. 

We are still actively collecting 2024 calendars to distribute
around the community. Last December, we gave about 370
calendars to nursing homes, assisted living facilities and
memory care facilities. A box is set up on the stage if you want
to donate any calendars you receive or happen to pick up at
one of the dollar stores. We will also take small purse-sized
calendars. Those are popular with Place of Hope. Contact Vicki
Kenney with any questions, vwkenney@gmail.com or 931-215-
2430.

2024 Calendars for Nursing Homes

Christmas Parade and Dinner
Please join us for the Columbia Christmas Parade watch party on Saturday, December 2nd!
Everyone is invited to meet for dinner in the Parish Hall at 4:00pm that evening for a meal of
pizza, chili and hot chocolate. Once we finish eating, everyone will head outside to view the
parade at 6:00pm as it goes past St. Peter's. Bring your chairs, family members, and friends! 

Advent Wreaths
We will make Advent wreaths after the 10:15am service ends on December 3rd (beginning
approximately 11:30am). Please bring garden snips and any miscellaneous greenery you
have available. Wreath supplies will be provided. We recommend one wreath per family, and
you are welcome to make an extra wreath for a Parish shut-in.
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Wednesday Healing Service and Greening of the Church
Join us for the Wednesday Healing Service at 10:30am on December 20th. After this service,
our sanctuary will undergo a great transformation with the Greening of the Church at
11:30am. This is when the church moves from the relative sparseness of the of the Advent
season to the beauty of Christmas! Please call the Church office at (931) 388-3331 if you
would like to volunteer. 

Children’s Christmas Pageant
Practices have already begun for the annual children's Christmas pageant! Please have your
child at St. Peter’s during the Sunday School hour (9:15am) so they can learn their parts and
the songs. The pageant will be held on December 17th at 9:15am. Children should arrive
by 8:30am that morning. Family and friends are welcome to attend! 

Visit from St. Nicholas
On Sunday, December 10th, we will welcome St. Nicholas to
St. Peter’s! He will visit with everyone during the Children’s
sermon. Children should leave their shoes in the Bishop’s
room during the service to receive some traditional treats. 

Also, that morning at 9:00am, all are welcome to gather in
the Parish Hall to paint Christmas ornaments with
Muletown Pottery and enjoy a pancake and sausage
breakfast.

Epiphany Service - Burning of the Greens
This year, St. Peter’s will celebrate the feast of Epiphany on Saturday, January 6th, at
5:00pm. We'll have an inside service followed by a candlelight ceremony outside and a
burning of the greens in the back parking lot. Please bring a small branch from your
outgoing Christmas tree or the greens from your advent wreath to burn as well.
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Operation Christmas Child - Thank you!
A great big thank you to our congregation! We had a goal of providing 100 shoeboxes for
Operation Christmas Child and we provided 122 boxes! And 108 of these boxes were filled in one
day. Thank you to our volunteer box fillers. Any items that we were unable to use in the boxes
were placed in the totes of the many organizations that we support. I would like to add a thank
you to our Monday Quilters who constructed the boxes (they come flat) to be filled. They also
provided many items and funds for the boxes. 

Our drop off point was Highland Park Baptist Church. They took more than 800 boxes from area
churches to Hohenwald. From there, 14,000 boxes from various drop off points in this area were
taken to Atlanta where the boxes are checked and then sent around the world.

I hope this event becomes an annual activity. Hopefully, someone is thinking that they would like
to be in charge. We have lots of information and helpful hints. Again, I thank you. - Sue Clark

Christmas Cards - Thank you!
Thank you all so much for signing the Christmas cards for our community friends. A huge thank
you to Nancy Scott, Everlene Stephenson, Barb Dreher and Martha Sue Cain for their help with
this project. According to the facility Activity Directors, they are always appreciated. If anyone has
any ideas on how to better accomplish this outreach, please let me know. I am also open to
assistance with this project. We continue to collect calendars – these are hot commodities in all
the facilities. We normally have requests for over 350 calendars. They are very helpful for
keeping residents oriented to time. Again, thank you for your contributions. - Vicki Kenney

Christmas Poinsettias and Greenery 
Every year, St. Peter’s adorns its sanctuary with beautiful decorations of greenery and Poinsettias
given our in honor of or in memory of a loved one. This year we continue this tradition and hope
you will join us. Please use the Poinsettia offering envelope, found in your bulletin or at the rear of
the church, if you wish to contribute to the purchase of these poinsettias. Please include name(s)
on the envelope, and please print legibly. If you are unable to attend in person, we invite you to
mail in your offering with the name(s) of those you are honoring. Please have your envelope to the
office by Sunday, December 17th. If you have any questions, please call the Parish Office at (931)
388-3331.
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Who Moved the Altar?
When we next enter the church, we will see that the Altar has been temporarily
moved closer to the reredos, the ornamental screen at the back of the sanctuary
under the main stained-glass windows. As a result, the Celebrant (the priest
leading the worship service) stands between the people and the Altar such that
the people see the back of his chasuble (the colored robe that looks like a poncho)
instead of seeing his face. We do this for the church calendar seasons of Advent
(the four Sundays before Christmas) and Lent (the forty days between Ash
Wednesday and Easter, not counting Sundays). 

When priests are ordained, they are marked and charged by the Holy Spirit to be
images of Christ, our Great High Priest. Their job at the Altar is to reflect Christ’s
work to bring Man to God and to bring God to Man. When priests face the Altar
with their back to the people, they demonstrate how Christ stands before His
Father as He eternally intercedes for His people. When priests face the people,
they demonstrate how Christ faces us to share the absolution and other blessings
that the Father gives us.

The seasons of Advent and Lent are Penitential; they are times when we see
ourselves as penitents who turn away from our self-absorption and and turn
toward the mercy and love of God. They are times when we especially focus on
Christ, our merciful Intercessor, Who prays to the Father that we receive the grace
and fruit of repentance. Therefore, during Advent and Lent, our Celebrant mirrors
that intercessory role by facing the Altar.  

On Christmas Eve, the season of Advent being over, the Altar will return to its
previous place and the Celebrant will once again face the people.
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We are invited to the Ordination of the Rev. Justin Taliaferro to the priesthood on
Monday, December 4 at 6:00 PM at the Episcopal Church of the Messiah in Pulaski.
St. Peter’s and Messiah have been working on ways to engage in ministry together,
thinking especially about how to serve the students at the University of Tennessee,
Southern. Please keep the Church of the Messiah and Deacon Justin in your prayers,
and consider joining us at this important event.
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Holiday Food Needs
As we move into winter and the holiday season, many of our neighbors and friends are still
going hungry. This will be a tough year for many. St. Peter’s enthusiastically supports three
local organizations that help provide food for those in need. We ask that you join us in
supporting these local organizations and their specific needs. 
 
HARVEST SHARE
Needs canned goods and packaged dry goods for families in need. Please check the Harvest
Share Box in the Bishop’s Room for shopping lists, or contact Vicki Kenney with questions.

CROSSROADS TO HOME—Serving the homeless of Maury County
Crossroads Cafe provides meals each day of the week. On Fridays, individual food bags for
the weekend are prepped for the homeless in Maury County. They are requesting primarily
protein items that would be easy-open or pop-top in small, individual serving sizes. Please
see the box in Bishop’s Hall, or contact Joanne Belcher with questions.

Potted meat
Vienna Sausage
Beans and Franks - small cans
Small cans of soup

Cup-a-Soup
Tuna salad lunch packets
Chicken salad lunch packets
Small packs of crackers

Lessons and Carols 
The Service of Lessons & Carols is a favorite of the Advent and Christmas season. Please
mark your calendars for this service on Sunday, December 17, at 4:00pm in the St. Peter’s 
sanctuary. Lessons & Carols includes favorite Christmas carols in addition to readings and a
few choir anthems. If you would like to sing with the choir for this special seasonal service,
plan to join us for rehearsals on Wednesday, November 29, Wednesday, December 6, and
Wednesday, December 13 at 5:30pm in the sanctuary. Email Peter Douglas at 
choirdirector@saintpeterscolumbia.org if you plan to join us so Dr. Douglas can have copies
of music for you. 
 
Regardless of whether you would like to sing in the choir for the service of Lessons & Carols,
please plan to attend this meaningful holiday service! 

mailto:choirdirector@saintpeterscolumbia.org
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Habitat for Humanity Build - November 4
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St. Peter’s 2024 Stewardship Campaign Link

https://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/stewardship-campaign-2024
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VESTRY
DECEMBER 2023

St. Peter's 
2023 Vestry Members 

Mike Sharpton, Senior Warden
John Finney, Junior Warden

John Breyfogle, Clerk 

Ginger Moon
Mark Sells 

Jane Rodriguez-Keeton 
Jennifer Ballard 

Sarah Robert
Larry Trotter
Lucia Vining
Ken Vickers

Dave Glowacki
Peggy Harmon

Becky Clayborne
Wilks Halliday

Vestry Meeting Bullet Points from November 28, 2023

Heard a presentation from Father Bowhay about the current clergy shortage in the

Episcopal Church and some plans to address it

Pray for more vocations to the Priesthood

Support Diocesan missions and other congregations with College Ministries

Recruit, train, and support more lay leaders to take greater leadership in Pastoral Care,

Christian Education, Evangelism, Outreach, and ministries to Children and Youth,

Families, and Seniors

Pray for and support clergy leadership

Heard a presentation from Father Bowhay about the Lilly Endowment National Clergy

Renewal Program at the Christian Theological Seminary and its support for clergy

renewal/refreshment, sometimes called “sabbaticals”

Authorized the establishment of a money market account to hold all reserve funds and

generate revenues from interest

Approved a revised Policy Manual

Approved authorization to spend previously budgeted funds for a revision of our website

Approved grants of $1,000 to Delta Recovery Ministries from the Hales Fund and $500 to

the Family Center for Christmas hams from the Outreach budget

Approved Anne Ciccoline, John Finney, Kevin Benderman, and Sarah

Benderman as Delegates to the Diocesan Convention in Murfreesboro in

January of 2024.



THE KEYS OF ST. PETER PAGE 13

VESTRY
DECEMBER 2023

St. Peter's 
2023 Vestry Members 

Mike Sharpton, Senior Warden
John Finney, Junior Warden

John Breyfogle, Clerk 

Ginger Moon
Mark Sells 

Jane Rodriguez-Keeton 
Jennifer Ballard 

Sarah Robert
Larry Trotter
Lucia Vining
Ken Vickers

Dave Glowacki
Peggy Harmon

Becky Clayborne
Wilks Halliday

Financial Summary for October 2023

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in the month of October
2023. We will receive the November Financial Report at our Vestry meeting on the third Tuesday
in December. This summary is drawn from our Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry which is much
more detailed. Those who would like to see it may find it in the hallway that leads to the Church
Office where it is always posted.

Thank you for your gifts to God through your gifts to St. Peter’s. If you have any questions about
our finances, please contact either our Treasurer, Melanie Lucas-Evanko
(melanieevanko@gmail.com) or our Senior Warden, Mike Sharpton (sharpton_mike@yahoo.com).

Our Lord said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." (Matthew 6:21)

If you have any other questions, please call St. Peter’s or send an email to
 office@saintpeterscolumbia.org.

Chris Bowhay+

mailto:melanieevanko@gmail.com
mailto:sharpton_mike@yahoo.com
mailto:office@saintpeterscolumbia.org
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December 2023 Lay Schedule

*Please sign up via https://www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/stpeterscolumbia 
to fill in the empty spots on the Christmas Eve schedule. 

https://www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/stpeterscolumbia
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December 2023 Calendar



e-mail: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org     
Father Chris Bowhay: priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org

Website: www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. 7th Street
Columbia, TN. 38401
Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter's Episcopal Church

http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/

