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What is Whitsunday? And why is it important to us?
For more than one hundred years, the people of St. Peter’s have made a
pilgrimage to St. John’s, Ashwood on the Feast of Pentecost, also known
as Whitsunday. We journey there again this year on May 28. This
Pilgrimage is a major event in the life of our parish family calendar. Here
are some things to know (or remember) about it:

Whitsunday
Whitsunday is the name used in the Church of England and among some
English Anglicans and Methodists to commemorate the High Holy Day of
Pentecost. That Sunday celebrates how, fifty days after the Resurrection
of Christ (Pente means “fifty”) and ten days after His Ascension into
Heaven, God the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus’ disciples to reveal and
empower the Christian Church (See Acts 2:1-4).

In the Church of England and its ecclesiastical heirs, the Feast’s peculiar
name—Whitsunday—comes from the 14th century monk John Mirk,
who wrote, “[…] this day is called Whitsunday because the Holy Ghost as
on this day brought wit and wisdom unto all Christ’s disciples.” But
whatever term we use, we refer to the gift that Jesus made and makes
of the Holy Spirit to those who follow Him.

Whitsunday and the Episcopal Diocese of Tennessee
From the 1820s until the 1980s, the entire state of Tennessee comprised
one diocese, which is a collection of Episcopal congregations in a
geographical area centered on a bishop

http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/
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 (or “overseer”) and the cathedral which serves as his or her home congregation. In the first
one-hundred and sixty-years of our Diocese, the cathedral was St. Mary’s in Memphis. Even
then, the congregations in the Middle and Eastern parts of Tennessee gathered at St. John’s,
Ashwood once each year on Whitsunday. In this way, St. John’s served as a kind of rural
cathedral for the Diocese. 

When the Diocese of Tennessee split into three in the 1980s and 1990s (the Diocese of West
Tennessee, formed in 1982 and the Diocese of East Tennessee, formed in 1985), Whitsunday
at St. John’s continued to be a social and spiritual anchor for Tennessee Episcopalians. As a
sign of enduring Tennessean Episcopal unity, each of the three Episcopal dioceses sends its
bishop to Celebrate the Eucharist, preach the Sermon and Baptize and/or Confirm new
member on a rotating schedule.

Two years ago, Bishop Brian Cole from the Diocese of East Tennessee visited us and, in our
post-COVID chapter, Confirmed and/or Received more people on one day than had occurred
in the previous 50+ years. Last year, John Bauerschmidt—our own bishop—took his turn.
This year, the Diocese of West Tennessee will send Bishop Phoebe Roaf to help lead us.
Bishop Roaf is the first African American bishop and the first female bishop ever in any of
the dioceses of Tennessee.

Whitsunday and St. Peter’s
My favorite moment of our Whitsunday service is when robed children lead the
congregational procession into the graveyard while singing the hymn, For All the Saints. The
children lay down beautifully bound floral bouquets before each graves of several Episcopal
bishops who had served in Tennessee; they also stop at a Memorial to the enslaved persons
—all Communicants at St. John’s—who are buried there. Then, their duty done, the children
shed their robes to play with their friends on the vast lawns spread there, stopping only from
time to time to take a bite of the potluck lunch so lovingly prepared by the hands of their
elders.
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There may not be a greater image of what we call The Communion of the Saints, in which each
generation of saints at St. Peter’s plays their part. Some of the parents of the children may see in
their pews the graves of their parents or other relatives and be reminded of the past. They may
also see their little ones running among the graves and envision the time when their resting
places may be viewed by their descendants. Thus this bond of Christ’s saints—past, present, and
future—is seen even as a joyful glimpse of the community of love, memory, and prayer that
encompasses and expresses the timeless, mystical Body of Christ, the Communion of all
believers. 

Please join us at 10:00 AM on Sunday, May 28, for this great celebration. For that Sunday, only the
8:00 AM service will take place at St. Peter’s—the 9:15 AM and 11:00 AM services are combined
offsite. (Note: our Whitsunday liturgy traditionally uses incense; the breeze from the large, open
windows mitigates the density of its smoke.)

Faithfully, in Christ,
Chris Bowhay+



Men's
Fellowship
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The People's Table
St. Peter’s will host the People’s Table at the First United Methodist
Church from approximately 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on May 5th,
12th, 19th and 26th. Contact Joann Belcher as soon as possible at
931-212-7254 if you can assist. Any financial assistance you can
provide will be greatly appreciated. Simply note your donation as
“The People’s Table.” Thank You!

The Men’s
Fellowship meets

Thursday, May 4th,
in the Parish Hall at
5:00 PM. Our meal
will be blessed at

6:00 PM. Join us for
great food and

fellowship. All men
are welcome. Bring

your appetite! 

Additional Nursery Workers Needed!
Our smallest saints need you! We have availability in our
Nursery for anyone who would like to care for babies and
young children up to age 5. If you're interested, please contact
the office. 

Spring 2023 Graduates
If you have a loved one who graduates this spring, please let us
know! On Sunday, May 7th, we will continue our tradition of
honoring graduates from high school, college or another
educational program. Please email
office@saintpeterscolumbia.org to submit your graduate's full
name and the school from which they will graduate.  

Reconnecting Roots with Gabe McCauley
If you've met Gabe McCauley on Sunday mornings, you may
know he is the host of the show "Reconnecting Roots" on
PBS. He and his wife, Mandy, and their son, Ash, are inviting
everyone to the premiere of season three of the show at The
Mulehouse in downtown Columbia on Sunday, May 7th at
5:00pm. Food and drink will be available for purchase, and
the show begins at 6:30pm. We look forward to seeing you
there! 

mailto:office@saintpeterscolumbia.org
https://www.reconnectingroots.com/


Join us on Saturday, May 27th at 11:45am for a fundraising lunch for the African
American Heritage Society of Maury County! The event will be at the West 7th
Church of Christ, located at 405 West 7th Street in Columbia. Tickets to the
luncheon are free, though a $10 donation for the catered lunch is suggested. 

Funds raised from this event will help establish an African American museum and
cultural center in Maury County. Jo Ann McClellan, President of the African
American Heritage Society of Maury County, serves as the featured speaker for this
event. Her presentation is titled “Making a Way for Themselves: Faith, Family,
Education, and Entrepreneurship” and showcases the courageous stories of African
Americans in Maury County. St. Peter's is proud to co-sponsor this event!

Speakers for this event include Jo Ann McClellan, Representative Scott Cepicky,
Father Chris Bowhay, and Bishop Phoebe Roaf.

Register for the event at https://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/aahsmc.
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Fundraiser for the African American Heritage Society
of Maury County

https://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/aahsmc
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WHITSUNDAY
Whitsunday Services

May 28, 2023 at 10:00am
St. John's Episcopal Church

6497 Trotwood Avenue
 

Potluck picnic on the grounds after
the service concludes

All are invited to our annual Whitsunday services at St. John's Ashwood! Every year, the
three Episcopal Bishops of the Diocese of Tennessee take turns presiding over
Whitsunday services. This year, we welcome Bishop Phoebe Roaf of the Diocese of West
Tennessee.  

Following the service, we will proceed to the historic graveyard to pray over the Bishops’
graves, followed by a covered dish picnic on the grounds of St. John’s. Please bring a
dish to pass. St. Peters will provide fried chicken for all, as well as water, lemonade,
plates, cups, and utensils. We encourage you to bring lawn chairs and blankets to
spread out for the picnic. The St. John’s Board will also provide portable restroom
facilities. Invite your friends today! 

Remember that there is no running water at the church and the only air conditioning is
what passes through the open side windows. Please plan accordingly. 
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Sunday School Teachers!

Intentional Communion Class
Our Intentional Communion Class for our young children, geared towards ages 7-10, will
continue on Sunday, May 1st and Sunday 7th, from 10:45am-11:15am. Make up classes
will be on May 14th if needed. We will participate in a service recognizing these students
on Sunday, May 21st, at the 9:15am service. They will all participate in communion
together. Feel free to invite family, godparents and friends. 

Have you ever wanted to shape young lives? Do you enjoy art 
projects and youthful discussions? Are you willing to share your love 
of St. Peter's with our youth and children? If so, you may be our next 

Sunday School teacher! Reach out to Jane if you're interested in 
learning more about our Sunday School classes and to see where 

you might fit in. We would love to have you! 

Classes Available
Kindergarten - 2nd Grade

3rd Grade - 6th Grade
7th Grade - 12th Grade 
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Vacation Bible School!Vacation Bible School!
When: Wednesday, June 7th and

Thursday, June 8th; Saturday, June 10th
 

Where: St. Peter's Episcopal Church
 

Who: YOU! 
 

Theme: Gone Fishing!
Join us this summer for another super fun VBS! We will host two

evenings at the church (6pm-8pm) for our youth and children to learn
about God and have a lot of fun along the way. 

 
Any adults who want to volunteer can contact Jane - we can't do it

without you! A sign-up link will be coming out soon.
 

On Saturday, June 10th, we will wrap up VBS with creek play at the
home of Clay and Stephanie Yost. More information is to come! 
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VESTRY
MAY 2023

St. Peter's 
2023 Vestry Members 

Mike Sharpton, Senior Warden
John Finney, Junior Warden

John Breyfogle, Clerk 

Ginger Moon
Mark Sells 

Jane Rodriguez-Keeton 
Jennifer Ballard 

Sarah Robert
Larry Trotter
Lucia Vining

Dave Glowacki
Peggy Harmon

Becky Clayborne
Wilks Halliday

 

Financial Summary for March 2023

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in the month of
March 2023. We will receive the April Financial Report at our Vestry meeting in May. This
summary is drawn from our Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry which is much more
detailed. Those who would like to see it may find it in the hallway that leads to the
Church Office where it is always posted.

Thank you for your gifts to God through your gifts to St. Peter’s. If you have any questions
about our finances, please contact either our Senior Warden, Mike Sharpton, or our
Treasurer, Melanie Lucas-Evanko.

Our Lord said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." (Matthew 6:21)

If you have any other questions, please call St. Peter’s or send an email to
office@saintpeterscolumbia.org.

Faithfully,
Chris Bowhay+

mailto:office@saintpeterscolumbia.org
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May 2023 Lay Schedule
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May 2023 Calendar



e-mail: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org     
Father Chris Bowhay: priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org

Website: www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. 7th Street
Columbia, TN. 38401
Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter's Episcopal Church

http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/

