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The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the
one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as
you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share
abundantly in every good work. (II Corinthians 9:6-8)

This month, St. Peter’s launches its Christian Stewardship Education
program for 2023-2024. Christian Stewardship is only partially about how
we handle money; it is actually about how we handle God’s gift of life. 

Life is a gift we have received, not a possession that we own or can
ultimately control. When we remember this, we see how consistently God
gives us what we need—sometimes even before we realize that we need
it. This life-long series of lessons about God’s generosity helps us grow to
trust him, and trust is just another word for faith. 

When God brings gifts into our lives, He invites us to participate with Him
as—together—we care for them and enrich them. Think about your
dearest life-long friends. Was it necessary that God brought them into
your life? And yet to merely acknowledge those persons as your friends
does not guarantee that your relationships with them will be life-long. It
takes work to maintain a friendship, much less to help it grow. But
because the work we invest in that friendship brings love and joy, the
work itself is enjoyable.

http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/
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This is why we are invited to help work in our parish family. We acknowledge that St. Peter’s is our
church. That mere acknowledgement does not bring the greater sense of belonging, purpose, and
meaning that we can experience when we commit to worship, learn, pray, and serve together. Of
course, there are practical needs that volunteers help address. But when we give of our time to
help, our relationship with God and one another is enriched. 

It is the same thing with God’s gift of money. Money is actually a spiritual thing; it is time, minted
into currency. Every dollar we hold represents the time it took for someone to earn it. If we are
the one who earned that dollar, it also represents the time it took for us to be educated and
qualified for the job in which we earned it. God is the source of our time, and therefore is the
source of our material resources (as well as spiritual, emotional, and relational), including money.
We want to thank Him for these gifts, so we pray over the size of the portion we want to return to
Him.

It must be said that these prayerful decisions must never be made under a cloud of fear, shame,
or obligation. God has always been good to St. Peter’s and will always continue to do so. We are
giving to God simply because we are grateful to Him for what He has given us and we want to
deepen our trust in Him.

One day, time will end—individually and cosmically. One day, we are going to have to return every
gift to the Giver. Nothing is truly ours. Then comes the next gift from God: the life of the
Resurrection and our participation in a larger, deeper, eternally loving fellowship in His New
Creation with Him and all the saints. Therefore, the way we handle life—the way we give of our
time in service and of our wealth in gratitude—teaches us how to enjoy the timelessness of
Heaven with God and all whom we love.

Chris Bowhay+



Men's
Fellowship
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The Men’s Fellowship
meets Thursday,

October 5th, in the
Parish Hall at 5:00 PM.

Our meal will be
blessed at 6:00 PM.

Join us for great food
and fellowship. All
men are welcome.

Bring your appetite! 

Habitat for Humanity Build
St. Peter's is partnering with Holy Family Church for a Habitat for
Humanity build here in Columbia on Saturday, November 4, 2023. We
need volunteers for the build day - no prior construction experience
required! Free childcare will be provided near the build site! If you want
to help but can't participate in the build, we also need volunteers to
provide food and drinks on the build day. Please contact Jill Shockley at
615-948-4679 to sign up or for more information!

Newcomers and Membership 101 Classes
Fr. Bowhay now hosts two mid-week evening classes: one to help visitors see a basic overview of St.
Peter’s culture, ministries, and services (the Newcomer Class) and another more detailed class for those
who want to join as a member (the Membership Class). These classes are scheduled to alternate once
every month. Light refreshments will be served. Please RSVP to the office. Childcare must be requested
by noon on Monday prior to the upcoming meeting. If you're attending in the Newcomers class and
Membership 101 class, please add these upcoming dates to your calendar:

October 10th – 6pm Newcomers class
November 14th – 6pm Membership class
No meeting in December

Ladies Bible Study
We’re continuing our Ladies Bible Study on Max Lucado’s book In the
Footsteps of the Savior. This is a six-week study, so we should complete it
on October 19th. We meet in the lounge on Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. and
try to be finished no later than noon. Please let me know if you would
like for me to order you a study book. If you have any questions,
concerns or suggestions, please call or text me 931-215-2430 or email
me at vwkenney@gmail.com.
Vicki Kenney

mailto:vwkenney@gmail.com


THE KEYS OF ST. PETER   PAGE 4

Adult Confirmation Classes
Confirmation classes for adults are scheduled to begin Sunday, October 22nd. The class
will continue each Sunday through December 10th. Classes start at 11:30am and will be
out by 12:45pm or earlier. Confirmation classes for youth are scheduled for the spring.
More information to come soon!

Wreaths for Veterans Buried at St John’s
On Sunday, October 8, Sandy Finney, Mary Susan Kennedy
and Dianne Breyfogle will sell Christmas wreaths before
and after services. These wreaths will be placed on
veterans’ graves at St John’s. Wreaths may be purchased in
advance and will not be available after October 15. The
wreaths are made with fresh greenery and a red bow.
Flags will also be placed on the graves. 

The cost is $17 per wreath. Please pay with cash or check
(made payable to Wreaths Across America) given to any of
the three ladies listed above. The wreaths will be laid by
the Daughters of the American Revolution on December
16. We have 75 veterans at St John’s; let us honor them all.

Evensong 
Please mark your calendars for our first special service of the choir season: Choral
Evensong! The event is Sunday, October 8, at 7:00pm in the St. Peter’s sanctuary.
The St. Peter’s choir and Dr. Peter Douglas will collaborate with the UT Southern
Chamber Choir under the direction of Dr. Andrew Martin. This event is a sung
evening prayer service steeped in the Anglican tradition. Worshipers are invited to
participate in singing hymns and responses from The Hymnal 1982. Choral works
include "Magnificat in C Minor" by George Dyson, "Nunc Dimittis" by Paul Smith, and
"Ubi Caritas" by Ola Gjeilo. This event is free and open to the public. Everyone is
welcome to attend!



Dear Fellow Parishioners:
 
It is an exciting time to be at St. Peter’s! The Church is growing and alive with new faces in the pews and much
needed updates to our historic building. We are seeing more participation in children and youth activities,
outreach efforts, Daughters of the King chapter, men’s fellowship and in many other areas. We write to you
today to invite you to participate in reaching our goals for the coming year. 

As a family blended of longtime generational members and newcomers, we are honored to chair this year’s
Stewardship committee. For our newcomers who may not know, in the Episcopal Church, “stewardship” is the
word we use to describe the way we think about and handle the gifts that God has given to us, financial and
otherwise. This is done many ways, but the most familiar method is through a pledge. A pledge is simply a
grace-based promise to give a certain amount to God through St. Peter’s in any given year. Traditionally, this
promise is made by filling out a Pledge Card, which is then given to the Treasurer, but there are other methods
as well.

Our goal for this campaign is to increase the number of households that participate in making a pledge, not
just the amount of money pledged. It truly takes all of us to keep this Church family growing for future
generations. Each of our pledges counts in the sustainability of St. Peter’s and allows our Vestry to budget and
plan for the coming year. Without our commitment, we do not have the foresight into what all we can
accomplish and maintain in 2024. Most importantly, it is an expression of gratitude to God and trust in Him.

A pledge is a commitment to giving throughout 2024 and a promise to support our Church in the coming year.
This is not a gift up front. With three teenage girls, we are well versed in the impact of increasing expenses.
This is why our goal is to grow the number of households that pledge. All gifts count, no matter the amount. 

There are a few ways to pledge for 2024:
1.  Fill out a paper pledge card and drop it in the plate on Sunday
2.  Complete the electronic pledge card on the St. Peter’s website
3.  Talk directly to our Financial Secretary, Carroll Kilgore

Thank you for your support and let’s look forward to another 
successful year at St. Peter’s!
 
Gratefully, in Christ,
Jane Anne & Thomas Webster
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Stewardship 2024 Campaign
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St. Peter’s 2024 Stewardship Campaign Link

https://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/stewardship-campaign-2024
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Parish Events!
We have a lot of fun things coming up in the next few months!  

Trunk or Treat
October 28th

All Saints Parade
November 5th

Blessing of the Animals
October 8th 

Pig Roast
October 22nd

Pack Christmas Boxes
November 7th & 8th

Christmas Parade
December 2nd

 PEOPLE'S TABLE - Another big thank you!
I want to thank everyone who helped with the People's Table at First United Methodist church each of the first
four Fridays in September. I'm deeply grateful for everyone's assistance in providing, preparing and serving the
food to the patrons of the People's Table at each of their tables, mopping, washing all the pots, pans and
utensils, and wiping down all the surfaces in the kitchen after the meal is served. 
Also, thank you to Fr. Chris for always being there to visit the patrons and saying the blessing before the meal.
We served 494 plates total in September. St. Peter's always has a great group of volunteers each week. If we had
any food left over, we took it to Place of Hope on James Campbell Blvd. They always appreciate any food that is
left over from any function.
St. Peter's could not provide this valuable service to the community without all the volunteers each week. I'm
also grateful for the financial assistance to purchase the food. The food is only provided by the donations of the
parishioners of St. Peter's to the People's Table account. Donations are always welcome, please just designate
"People's Table." 
The next time St. Peter's serves will be the first four Fridays in January 2024.   
Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about the People's Table.
Thank you,
Joann Belcher
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Operation Christmas Child

This year, St. Peter’s will participate in this wonderful program to
supply shoeboxes filled with gifts and messages of God’s love to

children throughout the world. It was started by Samaritan’s
Purse, a non-denominational Christian organization. To date,

200 million shoeboxes have been delivered.

This year we invite all the women of the church to fill the boxes.
Mark your calendars for Tuesday, November 7, and Wednesday,

November 8 to join us for this fun event!

One thing we can use right now is a donation. Each box costs $10
to ship across the world. If you would like to help in this manner,

you can give to St. Peter’s designating it for “Operation
Christmas Child.”

Plastic totes are on the stage for donations to go inside the
boxes. We are also collecting the fronts of used Christmas cards

to have the children (and adults) write a message on the back.

I hope that each of you will want to prayerfully participate in this
wonderful ministry. In the meantime, if you have any questions

my e-mail is clarksue70@gmail.com. 

God’s blessings, Sue Clark

mailto:clarksue70@gmail.com
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VESTRY
OCTOBER 2023

St. Peter's 
2023 Vestry Members 

Mike Sharpton, Senior Warden
John Finney, Junior Warden

John Breyfogle, Clerk 

Ginger Moon
Mark Sells 

Jane Rodriguez-Keeton 
Jennifer Ballard 

Sarah Robert
Larry Trotter
Lucia Vining
Ken Vickers

Dave Glowacki
Peggy Harmon

Becky Clayborne
Wilks Halliday

Vestry Meeting Bullet Points from September 26, 2023

Discussed congregational questions and reactions to the Special Vestry Meeting on
September 17 and explored possibilities for helpful responses
Discussed timetable for Stewardship Education Program for 2023-2024
Discussed plan to replace an HVAC unit in the Parish Hall.

The cost will be funded from usual distributions from the Thompson Fund
(designated for building maintenance and improvement) and the General
Endowment Fund (restricted by the Vestry for Outreach and Capital projects).

Authorized grants requested by the Outreach Committee to the following
ministries and agencies from their funding sources:

Duck River Dental Outreach: $1,000 from Outreach Budget
Restoration Jail Ministry for Men: $1,000 from Outreach Budget
The Well Outreach (The Jetpack Program): $2,500 from the B.I. Naddy Fund
Columbia Counseling Ministries: $1,000 from the Hales Fund
Fresh Start: $1,000 from Hales Fund
Habitat for Humanity of Maury/Williamson Counties: $1,000 from Outreach
Budget
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October 2023 Lay Schedule
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October 2023 Calendar



e-mail: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org     
Father Chris Bowhay: priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org

Website: www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. 7th Street
Columbia, TN. 38401
Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter's Episcopal Church

http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/

