
FROM THE RECTOR'S DESK

 

What would happen if you filled a nursery with two dozen shiny toys or brightly
colored dolls, brought two toddlers into the nursery, and then left the nursery?
With few exceptions (perhaps our own children or grandchildren, of course),
when one child picks up or plays with one toy, the other will ignore every other
toy and immediately be drawn to that same toy. Unless interrupted, a teary
conflict will ensue.

This dynamic is an example of what René Girard, a French historian, literary
critic, and philosopher of social science explores in his theory of what he calls
“mimetic desire.” In it, he claims that human desires are not innate but rather
imitated (or “mimed;” hence, “mimetic”) from others.[1]

Girard asserts that human beings learn what they desire by observing what
other people desire and then by imitating that desire. Girard calls this cycle the
"mimetic triangle"—the relationship between the subject (the one who desires),
the model (the one who is imitated), and the object (the thing desired). This
imitation leads to competition and rivalry because the objects of our desires
are often limited: we are unhappy because we do not always get what we want.

[1] Incidentally, those of us raised in the 80’s will remember “Jesse’s Girl,” a popular song that
perfectly expresses the power of desiring something (or in this case someone) simply because
someone else has it (or her):
Jessie is a friend/Yeah, I know, he's been a good friend of mine
But lately something's changed that ain't hard to define/Jessie's got himself a girl and I want to make
her mine
Chorus:  Jessie's girl
I wish that I had Jessie's girl
Note that the singer does not even refer to the young woman by name. She herself, as she
actually is, is not what the singer wants. He wants what his rival wants, whatever her name may
be.
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Regardless of the object over which rivals compete—whether toys, people, money, power,
or even affection—Girard argues that their rivalry (and the frustration and anxiety their
rivalry causes and amplifies) is the root of social and cultural violence. When a community’s
frustration and anxiety reach a certain peak, they find a “scapegoat:” a person or a group
who receives the blame for the crisis and becomes a kind of sacrificial victim. After the
victim is punished, the community’s anxiety and anger are dissolved, and peace and order
are restored. 

This competition is another way to think about sin, which is another word for self-
centeredness. In Girard’s theory, sin is fundamentally interpersonal. As opposed to a limited
understanding of sin as being some individual flaw that primarily hurts only us, Girard
reminds us that our pride, greed, gluttony, and other expressions of self-absorption create
interlocking circles of destruction that, in addition to fracturing our sanity, also lead us
either to exclude others from what we have or to envy others who have what we do not.
And since the sins are interpersonal, so must be their atonement.

Girard sees sacrificial atonement as a fundamental aspect of human culture and religion.
Indeed, the word “scapegoat” is a Biblical term. In the Old Testament book of Leviticus
(chapter 16), we read how the Hebrew high priest—on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement—
brought a bull, a ram, and two goats before God’s Altar to atone for the sins of the Hebrew
tribes. The bull and the ram were slaughtered, but the high priest placed his hands on one
of the goats and confessed the sins of the people of Israel, thereby mysteriously
transmitting those sins to the innocent animal. After receiving the weight of nation’s sins,
the goat was driven into the wilderness. In the same way that the goat escaped (or “scaped,”
hence, “scapegoat”) into the wilderness, the people of Israel escaped from their sins
because of the collective punishment being transferred to the goat.

We understand Jesus to be the ultimate scapegoat—the innocent victim who willingly takes
on the sins of humanity to bring about our reconciliation with God. The sacrificial death of
Christ on the Cross is seen as a definitive and final act that unmasks the violence inherent in
human nature and culture and replaces it with forgiveness. Christ, while innocent, receives
the weight of the sin of the world and everyone in it. 
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But instead of escaping this world into the wilderness of death, He rose again from the dead
on the third day and brought to us absolution, atonement, and the promise of eternal life.

The Eucharist is a profound expression of the unity and reconciliation offered through the
death of Christ on the Cross. In the context of Girard's theory, the Eucharist is the means by
which we enter and participate in the sacrifice of Christ. As His life was being poured out from
His Body, so too was His forgiveness of those who “know not what they do (Luke 23:24).” As
we receive the consecrated Bread and the Wine, we receive His gift of forgiveness and
reconciliation with the Father; at the same time, through the presence of God the Holy Spirit,
we also receive the grace that breaks the cycle of self-absorbed rivalry and replaces it with
self-giving forgiveness.

God never intended that the life He gives to us should be a competition between anxious
rivals. He always intends and works to accomplish his Ultimate Will, which is that we all would
have abundant life in love with Him and with each other in Him. As Boris Pasternak wrote in
Doctor Zhivago:

For life, too, is only an instant,
Only the dissolving of ourselves
In the selves of all others
As if bestowing a gift.

Chris Bowhay+
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Men's
Fellowship

The Men’s
Fellowship will not

meet in July. We
look forward to our

next dinner on
Thursday, August 1
at 5 p.m. Mark your
calendars to attend!1861 Girls School

We are excited to welcome the participants of the 1861
Girls School! This year's class will be held July 6-12 and 

DOK Installation and Reception
Join us on Sunday, July 28 as we welcome the new
members of The Order of the Daughters of the King! The
new Daughters will receive their crosses and a blessing
during the service, then we will celebrate them with a
reception after the conclusion of the 10:15 a.m. service. 

The Veteran Military Friendly Congregation program promotes community, acceptance, and support for
Veterans and their families. Faith is a proven and fundamental component to healing, recovery, and the
mental health well being of veterans. As such, the mission of VMFC is to bring  servicemen and women
closer to God and highlight the healing power of God. To learn more about this organization, visit
www.vmfc-usa.org/.

St. Peter’s is a Veteran Military Friendly Congregation 

the ladies will be using the
Parish Hall in the afternoons
and evenings. The ladies will
also join us at the 10:15 a.m.
service on Sunday, July 7.

https://vmfc-usa.org/
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Family Center Backpack Drive
We are once again collecting backpacks for The Family
Center! They will be distributing backpacks and supplies
to area students in need from grades K-12.

Please bear in mind the older students pretty much carry
all their books around all day, so they need a sturdy
backpack to accommodate the weight. They will continue
to distribute backpacks and supplies to students as long
as they have a need. 

We ask that you bring backpacks and supplies to church
starting Sunday, July 14.  Please reach out to Vicki Kenney
with any questions. Thank you for your generosity! 

Summer just got started, but we're already looking forward to the beginning of
Sunday School in August! Join us on Sunday, August 4, at 9 a.m. for a back to school
celebration and time of fellowship on the front lawn. At this time the children will
gather with their new Sunday School classmates to see their classrooms. 

During the 10:15 a.m. service, we continue our annual tradition of Blessing of the
Backpacks for our youth (or anyone attending school at any age!). This blessing
covers these children, their families, and teachers in prayer as the school year
begins. 

More information will be coming out about these exciting events in the next few
weeks!

Rally Day and Blessing of the Backpacks
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Kroger Community Rewards
Thanks to everyone who has signed up their Kroger card to earn money for St.
Peter’s! Every time you use your member card in the store, a portion of your
purchase price goes back to St. Peter’s. This is a great and very easy way for us to
earn a little more money for our ministries. In 2023, we received $885.83 which was
deposited in the youth fundraising revenue account.

Here’s a refresher on how to sign up for Kroger rewards.

2. Scroll down to Community Rewards

3. Search the organization number
UA455 to find St. Peter’s

1. Log in to your
Kroger account

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards


Dear Parishioners,

Last year St. Peter’s participated in the Operation Christmas Child program by
providing 124 shoeboxes filled with gifts for children across the world. Participation
was church wide with individuals providing prayers, gifts, money and time to make
this project successful. We even exceeded our original goal of 100 boxes! We are in
need of someone to head the project this year. We already have lots of information
saved. There is a ton of information on the web and the Samaritan’s Purse
organization also provides a lot of support and some freebies. Please prayerfully
consider doing this. It is extremely rewarding and now is the time to say “yes.”

Once we know someone is willing to lead this, everyone can purchase items when
they see good deals. School supplies are already in the stores. Crayons, which are
very popular items, are available for 50 cents per box - a very good deal. Last year,
any items we could not use or were left over we put in the various boxes on the
stage to be given to an appropriate organization. Don’t be shy. Just call the office
and say you will be the leader. 

Thank you, Sue Clark
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Leadership Opportunity - Operation Christmas Child

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
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VESTRY
JULY 2024

St. Peter's 
2024 Vestry Members 

John Finney, Senior Warden
Jennifer Ballard, Junior Warden

Sarah Robert, Clerk 

 Larry Trotter
Lucia Vining
Ken Vickers

Kevin Benderman

Dave Glowacki
Peggy Harmon

Becky Clayborne
Wilks Halliday

Vestry Meeting Bullet Points from June 20, 2024

Here follows a summary of the discussions at our most recent meeting of the

Vestry:

Reviewed the characteristics, opportunities, and challenges of growing

congregations our size.

Discussed possibilities for revitalizing our Stewardship Education program.

Discussed the vision for the future of our growing Music Ministry.

Discussed expansion of leadership of our Children’s Ministries.

The next meeting of the Vestry will be on July 25.

Ryan Fowler
Mark Keeton

Madeline McWhorter
Chip Wallace
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VESTRY
JUNE 2024

Financial Summary for June 2024

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in the month of June 2024. We
will receive the July Financial Report at our August Vestry meeting. This summary is drawn from our
Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry which is much more detailed. Those who would like to see it may find
it in the hallway that leads to the Church Office where it is always posted. 

Thank you for your gifts to God through St. Peter’s. If you have any questions about our finances, please
contact either our Senior Warden, John Finney (finneyjohnsandy@bellsouth.net), or our Treasurer,
Melanie Lucas-Evanko (melanieevanko@gmail.com).

Our Lord said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." (Matthew 6:21)

Chris Bowhay+
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July 2024 Calendar

July 2024 Lay Schedule
Rotunda Ministry Scheduler

https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/30/web-terminal/login/stpeterscolumbia


e-mail: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org     
Father Chris Bowhay: priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org

Website: www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. 7th Street
Columbia, TN. 38401
Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter's Episcopal Church

http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/

