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FROM THE RECTOR'S DESK

What would happen if you filled a nursery with two dozen shiny toys or brightly
colored dolls, brought two toddlers into the nursery, and then left the nursery?
With few exceptions (perhaps our own children or grandchildren, of course),
when one child picks up or plays with one toy, the other will ignore every other FROM THE RECTOR'S DESK
toy and immediately be drawn to that same toy. Unless interrupted, a teary PAGES 1-3
conflict will ensue.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
This dynamic is an example of what René Girard, a French historian, literary PAGES 4-7
critic, and philosopher of social science explores in his theory of what he calls
“mimetic desire.” In it, he claims that human desires are not innate but rather VESTRY UPDATES
imitated (or “mimed;” hence, “mimetic”) from others.[1] PAGES 8-9
Girard asserts that human beings learn what they desire by observing what ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS
other people desire and then by imitating that desire. Girard calls this cycle the PAGE 10
"mimetic triangle"—the relationship between the subject (the one who desires),
the model (the one who is imitated), and the object (the thing desired). This CALENDAR AND LAY SCHEDULE
imitation leads to competition and rivalry because the objects of our desires PAGE 11

are often limited: we are unhappy because we do not always get what we want.

[1] Incidentally, those of us raised in the 80's will remember “Jesse’s Girl,” a popular song that WWW.SAINTPETERSCOLUMBIA.ORG
perfectly expresses the power of desiring something (or in this case someone) simply because
someone else has it (or her):

Jessie is a friend/Yeah, | know, he's been a good friend of mine

But lately something's changed that ain't hard to define/Jessie's got himself a girl and | want to make
her mine

Chorus: Jessie's girl

| wish that | had Jessie's girl

Note that the singer does not even refer to the young woman by name. She herself, as she
actually is, is not what the singer wants. He wants what his rival wants, whatever her name may
be.
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Regardless of the object over which rivals compete—whether toys, people, money, power,
or even affection—Girard argues that their rivalry (and the frustration and anxiety their
rivalry causes and amplifies) is the root of social and cultural violence. When a community’s
frustration and anxiety reach a certain peak, they find a “scapegoat:” a person or a group
who receives the blame for the crisis and becomes a kind of sacrificial victim. After the
victim is punished, the community’s anxiety and anger are dissolved, and peace and order

are restored.

This competition is another way to think about sin, which is another word for self-
centeredness. In Girard's theory, sin is fundamentally interpersonal. As opposed to a limited
understanding of sin as being some individual flaw that primarily hurts only us, Girard
reminds us that our pride, greed, gluttony, and other expressions of self-absorption create
interlocking circles of destruction that, in addition to fracturing our sanity, also lead us
either to exclude others from what we have or to envy others who have what we do not.
And since the sins are interpersonal, so must be their atonement.

Girard sees sacrificial atonement as a fundamental aspect of human culture and religion.
Indeed, the word “scapegoat” is a Biblical term. In the Old Testament book of Leviticus
(chapter 16), we read how the Hebrew high priest—on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement—
brought a bull, a ram, and two goats before God's Altar to atone for the sins of the Hebrew
tribes. The bull and the ram were slaughtered, but the high priest placed his hands on one
of the goats and confessed the sins of the people of Israel, thereby mysteriously
transmitting those sins to the innocent animal. After receiving the weight of nation’s sins,
the goat was driven into the wilderness. In the same way that the goat escaped (or “scaped,
hence, “scapegoat”) into the wilderness, the people of Israel escaped from their sins
because of the collective punishment being transferred to the goat.

n

We understand Jesus to be the ultimate scapegoat—the innocent victim who willingly takes
on the sins of humanity to bring about our reconciliation with God. The sacrificial death of
Christ on the Cross is seen as a definitive and final act that unmasks the violence inherent in
human nature and culture and replaces it with forgiveness. Christ, while innocent, receives
the weight of the sin of the world and everyone in it.




But instead of escaping this world into the wilderness of death, He rose again from the dead
on the third day and brought to us absolution, atonement, and the promise of eternal life.

The Eucharist is a profound expression of the unity and reconciliation offered through the
death of Christ on the Cross. In the context of Girard's theory, the Eucharist is the means by
which we enter and participate in the sacrifice of Christ. As His life was being poured out from
His Body, so too was His forgiveness of those who “know not what they do (Luke 23:24).” As
we receive the consecrated Bread and the Wine, we receive His gift of forgiveness and
reconciliation with the Father; at the same time, through the presence of God the Holy Spirit,
we also receive the grace that breaks the cycle of self-absorbed rivalry and replaces it with
self-giving forgiveness.

God never intended that the life He gives to us should be a competition between anxious
rivals. He always intends and works to accomplish his Ultimate Will, which is that we all would
have abundant life in love with Him and with each other in Him. As Boris Pasternak wrote in
Doctor Zhivago:

For life, too, is only an instant,
Only the dissolving of ourselves
In the selves of all others

As if bestowing a gift.

Chris Bowhay+




DOK Installation and Receptlon

Join us on Sunday, July 28 as we welcome the new
members of The Order of the Daughters of the King! The
new Daughters will receive their crosses and a blessing
during the service, then we will celebrate them with a
reception after the conclusion of the 10:15 a.m. service.

e

The Men'’s
Fellowship will not
meet in july. We

Order : look forward to our

of the C:@ next dinner on
“Daughters Thursday, August 1
of the I(ng at 5 p.m. Mark your

1861 Girls School calendars to attend!
We are excited to welcome the participants of the 1861

Girls School! This year's class will be held July 6-12 and \@
the ladies will be using the _— _— — — “
Parish Hall in the afternoons [ il — | ’

and evenings. The ladies will

also join us at the 10:15 a.m.
service on Sunday, July 7.

St. Peter’s is a Veteran Military Friendly Congregation

The Veteran Military Friendly Congregation program promotes community, acceptance, and support for
Veterans and their families. Faith is a proven and fundamental component to healing, recovery, and the
mental health well being of veterans. As such, the mission of VMFC is to bring servicemen and women
closer to God and highlight the healing power of God. To learn more about this organization, visit
www.vmfc-usa.org/.



https://vmfc-usa.org/

AT AL e e e .

Family Center Backpack Drive

We are once again collecting backpacks for The Family
Center! They will be distributing backpacks and supplies b
to area students in need from grades K-12.

Please bear in mind the older students pretty much carry
all their books around all day, so they need a sturdy
backpack to accommodate the weight. They will continue
to distribute backpacks and supplies to students as long
as they have a need.

We ask that you bring backpacks and supplies to church
starting Sunday, July 14. Please reach out to Vicki Kenney
with any questions. Thank you for your generosity!

Drop off at The Family Ceuter

June 1-July 8

CGRF 92+ s Beckert,
¥ Columbia

Summer just got started, but we're already looking forward to the beginning of
Sunday School in August! Join us on Sunday, August 4, at 9 a.m. for a back to school
celebration and time of fellowship on the front lawn. At this time the children will
gather with their new Sunday School classmates to see their classrooms.

During the 10:15 a.m. service, we continue our annual tradition of Blessing of the
Backpacks for our youth (or anyone attending school at any age!). This blessing
covers these children, their families, and teachers in prayer as the school year
begins.

More information will be coming out about these exciting events in the next few
weeks!




Thanks to everyone who has signed up their Kroger card to earn money for St.
Peter’s! Every time you use your member card in the store, a portion of your
purchase price goes back to St. Peter’s. This is a great and very easy way for us to
earn a little more money for our ministries. In 2023, we received $885.83 which was
deposited in the youth fundraising revenue account.

Here's a refresher on how to sign up for Kroger rewards.

1. Log in to your 2
Kroger account

. Scroll down to Community Rewards

Qb Community Rewards

Earn money for your social causes when you use your Plus Card.

View Community Rewards -

My Account

My Purchases

My Boost Membership

BeEsipoks 3. Search the organization number
My Coupons . y

Mius: UA455 to find St. Peter’s

My Mutrition Insights Home > My Account > Community Rewards

My Recipes :-;

Community Rewards

Earn money for your community organization when you use your loyalty card

Donation Summary

Status:

enrolled

FRESH FOR EVERYONE m

Organization Name:
I o e r St. Peter's Episcopal Church
Enraliment Date:
1213/2017
®

Organization Number:

UAASS
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Leadership Opportunity - Operation Christmas Child

Dear Parishioners,

iw

Last year St. Peter’s participated in the Operation Christmas Child program by
providing 124 shoeboxes filled with gifts for children across the world. Participation
was church wide with individuals providing prayers, gifts, money and time to make
this project successful. We even exceeded our original goal of 100 boxes! We are in
need of someone to head the project this year. We already have lots of information
saved. There is a ton of information on the web and the Samaritan’s Purse
organization also provides a lot of support and some freebies. Please prayerfully
consider doing this. It is extremely rewarding and now is the time to say “yes.”

Once we know someone is willing to lead this, everyone can purchase items when
they see good deals. School supplies are already in the stores. Crayons, which are
very popular items, are available for 50 cents per box - a very good deal. Last year,
any items we could not use or were left over we put in the various boxes on the
stage to be given to an appropriate organization. Don't be shy. Just call the office
and say you will be the leader.

Thank you, Sue Clark



https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
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Vestry Meeting Bullet Points from June 20, 2024

Here follows a summary of the discussions at our most recent meeting of the
Vestry:
e Reviewed the characteristics, opportunities, and challenges of growing
congregations our size.
e Discussed possibilities for revitalizing our Stewardship Education program.
e Discussed the vision for the future of our growing Music Ministry.
e Discussed expansion of leadership of our Children’s Ministries.
The next meeting of the Vestry will be on July 25.
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Financial Summary for June 2024

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in the month of June 2024. We
will receive the July Financial Report at our August Vestry meeting. This summary is drawn from our
Treasurer's Report to the Vestry which is much more detailed. Those who would like to see it may find
it in the hallway that leads to the Church Office where it is always posted.

June Year to Date
All Revenues $51,886.08 $202,254.39
All Expenses $39,146.04 $206,661.68
Net Surplus (Deficit) $12,740.04 ($4,407.29)

Thank you for your gifts to God through St. Peter’s. If you have any questions about our finances, please
contact either our Senior Warden, John Finney (finneyjohnsandy@bellsouth.net), or our Treasurer,
Melanie Lucas-Evanko (melanieevanko@gmail.com).

Our Lord said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." (Matthew 6:21)

Chris Bowhay+
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Judy Sanders
Wilks Halliday
Gail Lewis

Kile Patrick
Elizabeth Bouldin-Payor
Duane Jones
Currey Halliday
Charlotte Wilson
Mary Joe Davis
Kathryn Trainor
Olive White
Andrew Greer
Kacy Kincaid

Ben Shapiro
Victoria Gay

Bev Williams
Ella Harris
Payton Waters
Anderson Clayborne
Garry Gillette
David Wiegandt

7/1
7/2
7/3
7/4
7/5
7/5
7/6
7/8
7/9
7/10
7/10
7/10
7/10
7/11
7/11
7/12
7/12
7/13
7/15
7/15
7/16

Kathy and Pete Morris
Nancy and Sami Naddy
Bonnie and Roy Crews
Susan and Dawson Gray
Virginia and Stephen Sharpe
Elizabeth and Stephen Parey
Jan and Norm McKenzie

Kevin Roberts
Celia Parrott

Lia Grippo

Brian Holmes
Marilyn Webster
Nancy Williams
Steven Crawford
Margaret Trainor
Dianne Breyfogle
Karin Money
Anna Money
Klaus Lachmann
Skyler Evans
Diane Bolton

7/1

7/14
7/15
7/16
7/21
7/23
7/25

7/17
7/18
7/18
7/19
7/19
7/19
7/19
7/21
7/22
7/22
7/22
7/23
7/24
7/24

Jane Rodriguez-Keeton 7/24

Connie Hardin
Nancy Culbertson
Clyde Chambers
Thomas Harris
Jude Shockley

7/25
7/25
7/26
7/30
7/31



July 2024 Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday ) Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 [3
10:30am-Holy Eucharist & 61 Girls &
&:00pm-Christian Life 6:00pm-AA Healing Service 6:30pm-Scouts
Committee T:00pm-Na 12:00pm-NA 7:00pm-NA T:00pm-NA
6:00pm-NA
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
1861 Girls Scho
1861 Girls School 7:00pm-NA
8:00am-Holy Eucharist Rite | 6:00pm-Vestry Finance and | 6:00pm-A& 10:30am-Holy Eucharist & 5:00pm-Building and Grounds
9:15am-Adult Sunday School Governance Meeting 7:00pm-NA Healing Service Committee
10:15am-Holy Eucharist Rite Il T:00pm-NA 12:00pm-NA T:00pmm-NA
6:00pm-Christian Service
Committee
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8:00am-Holy Eucharist Rite | 10:30am-Holy Eucharist & 3:00pm-Crossroads to Home
9:15am-Adult Sunday School 7:00pm-NA 6:00pm-Aa Healing Service 5:15pm-Estes Committee
10:15am-Holy Eucharist Rite Il 7:00pm-NA, 12:00pm-NA 6:00pm-Outreach Committee 7-000m-NA
2:00pm-Cadet and Teacher 7:00pm-NA Lpm
Meeting (1861 School)
2:00pm-Funeral for Barbara
Tarter
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:00am-Holy Eucharist Rite | 10:30am-Holy Eucharist &
9:15am-Adult Sunday Schoal 6:00pm-AA Healing Service 6:00pm-Vestry meeting 9:00am-Daughters of the
10:15am-Holy Eucharist Rite Il 7:00pm-NA 7:00pm-NA 12:00pm-NA 7:00pm-NA American Revolution
12:15pm-Vestry Exec 7:00pm-NA
Committee
28 DOK Installation 29 30 31
and Reception 10:20am-Holy Eucharist &
. . 6:00pm-AA Healing Service
8:00am-Holy Eucharist Rite | 7:00pm-NA 7:00pm-NA 12:00pm-NA
9:15am-Adult Sunday School
10:15am-Holy Eucharist Rite Il

PAGE 11
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