
FROM THE RECTOR'S DESK

 

One day, Moses, Jesus, and an old man are playing golf. Moses tees off and sees his
ball drop into a water hazard. Moses walks to the edge of the pond, holds his staff
over the water, parts it to reveal his ball at the bottom, hits it onto the green, and
then sinks the putt: three shots. Jesus then tees off. He also sees His ball fall into the
water hazard. He walks over to the pond, walks on top of the water, raises the ball
from the depths, and hits it into the hole: two shots. Then the old man tees off. He
shanks it badly, wide right. His ball ricochets off an oak tree and hits the thigh of a
jogger on a road nearby. The ball rolls into the road, followed by the jogger who
staggers in pain. A passing truck swerves to miss the jogger and runs over the ball,
propelling it onto a lily pad in a nearby swamp. A frog sees the ball and swallows it,
but before he can jump into the water, he is captured by a swooping hawk that
carries the frog into the air, only to realize that he cannot carry the frog’s heavy,
struggling weight. The hawk drops the frog onto the green, the frog spits out the
ball, and the ball rolls into the hole for a Hole-in-One. Moses turns to Jesus and
says, “I hate playing golf with your Dad.”

Comedy, often seen as lighthearted entertainment, has a theological
dimension. Comedy’s power flows from the span between life as it ought to be
and how life actually is: the greater the difference, the stronger the response.
People aren’t supposed to slip on banana peels, but we find it funny when
they do. That is, unless we are the ones who are falling. When we slip and fall,
what others find funny we find to be tragic. The difference, therefore, between
comedy and tragedy—so often depicted as two linked masks (one named
Melpomene, the weeping Greek Muse of Tragedy and the other named Thalia,
the laughing Greek Muse of Comedy) is a difference of perspective. Faith is the
trust that, from God’s perspective and through God’s saving work, everything we
find to be tragic will one day be redeemed and be revealed to be as joyous as
any comedy with a happy ending. 
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Our need to laugh is like our yearning for God who alone reconciles the gaps between our expectations for
life and our experience of it. 

It must be said that the Church's relationship with humor has been complex. Scripture itself can treat
laughter with ambivalence. The author of Ecclesiastes famously says that there is “a time to weep, and a time
to laugh (3:4).” The first Psalm describes the virtue of those who do not “sit in the seat of scoffers (1:1)”
whose condescending laughter is an affront to God; the second describes how “He who sits in the heavens
laughs (2:4).” Our Lord tells the arrogant Pharisees, who sneer at His gospel of grace and mercy, “woe to you
who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep (Luke 6:25),” but to those who suffer He says, “Blessed are you
who weep now, for you shall laugh (Luke 6:21).” In the Kingdom of God, true comedy “punches up” and
never “punches down:” the Kingdom reverses worldly pride and privilege. At the Annunciation, the Virgin
Mary prophetically foresees the Child conceived in her womb as a Messianic Comic through Whom, as she
sings in the Magnificat, God scatters the proud in the thoughts of their hearts, brings down the powerful
from their thrones, lifts up the lowly, fills the hungry with good things, and sends the rich away empty (Luke
1:51-53).

But still Scripture holds laughter as such a natural and healthy response to joyous surprise that it marks the
beginning of God’s promises to Abraham that he would become a father of descendants as numerous as
the stars in the sky. After Abraham and his wife Sarah—who are both above the age of ninety—show
hospitality to God, God tells them that Sarah will conceive a child. In response, “Sarah laughed to herself,
saying, ‘After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure? (Genesis 18:12).’” While God
initially teases Sarah for laughing, He instructs her to name the child Isaac, which is the Hebrew word for
“one who laughs.” After she bears her son, Sarah says, “God has brought laughter for me; everyone who
hears will laugh with me (Genesis 21:6).” In this episode, God not only blesses Sarah’s laughter but seems to
join in it.

It must be said that many if not most of the Early Church Fathers were wary of uncontrolled laughter, but
their suspicion may have had more to do with their attempts to establish and promote monastic
communities of ascetic virtue than with choosing to be gloomy. St. Basil, the 4th century Bishop of
Constantinople and supporter of the Nicene Creed, wrote “Loud laughter and violent reactions of the body
are not proper to one who is contrite of heart, mature, and self-controlled.” Even in the Medieval era eight
hundred years later, St. Thomas Aquinas viewed laughter with caution. On one hand, he writes “there is
inordinate laughter and inordinate joy in excessive play” which he says comes from jesting that is
“discourteous, insolent, scandalous, and obscene.” On the other hand, he says, “those who lack playfulness
are sinful, those who never say anything to make you smile, or are grumpy with those who do (Summa
Theologica, Question 168).” [1]
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Despite these reservations, the medieval period saw the flourishing of religious plays and festivals that
incorporated humor to communicate biblical stories and moral lessons. The Feast of Fools, for instance,
allowed clergy and laity to engage in role reversals and comedic acts, reflecting a theological understanding
that joy and festivity are integral to human life. And in the 13th century, Dante, the greatest poet in
Christian history, writes in his three-part work The Divine Comedy about some gloomy souls who so
thoroughly refused to be playful or cheerful in life that they prefer to remain forever mired in the
subaquatic mud of Hell:

Fixed in the slime they say, “We lived in gloom
In the sweet air made jocund by the day,
Nursing within us melancholy fume.
In this black mud we now our gloom display” (Inferno, Canto VII, ll. 121-124).

So, is there a theology of comedy? If there is, it might rest on several key principles:
Imago Dei (Image of God): Human beings, created in the image of God, possess the capacity for joy
and laughter. This divine attribute reflects the Creator’s own joy and the playful aspect of God’s nature.
The biblical narrative includes instances of divine humor, including the aforementioned episode of
Sarah’s laughter at the announcement of Isaac’s birth (Genesis 18:12-15).

1.

Incarnation: The doctrine of the Incarnation, God becoming human in the person of Jesus Christ,
underscores the sanctity of the human experience, including humor. Jesus himself used parables and
hyperbolic statements that contain elements of irony and wit. His interactions with the Pharisees, for
example, often employed sharp, humorous critiques to reveal deeper truths (e.g., Matthew 23:24).

2.

Redemption and Joy: The resurrection of Christ is the ultimate triumph over sin and death, a cause for
eternal rejoicing. This joy is not merely an abstract concept but a lived reality, often expressed through
communal laughter and celebration.

3.

Pentecost and Truth: If comedy can also serve as a prophetic voice for expressing truth in surprising
and compelling ways, then God the Holy Spirit can operate through comedy to fulfill our Lord’s promise
that “when the Holy Spirit, who is truth, comes, he shall guide you into all truth (John 16:13).” Satire,
parody, and farce, when used thoughtfully, can reveal human follies and societal injustices, prompting
reflection and transformation.

4.

Laughter as Spiritual Practice: Incorporating humor into spiritual practice can enhance one’s faith
journey. Laughter, as a communal experience, fosters a sense of unity and shared humanity. It breaks
down barriers, allowing individuals to connect on a deeper level. In worship settings, moments of
lightheartedness can relieve tension and create a more open and receptive atmosphere. Moreover,
humor can serve as a coping mechanism during times of suffering and hardship. The ability to find joy
amidst trials is a testament to the resilient hope found in Christ. The Apostle Paul’s exhortation to
“rejoice always” (1 Thessalonians 5:16) speaks to the transformative power of joy, even in adversity.

5.
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The traditional theology of comedy invites believers to embrace laughter as a divine gift. It challenges the
notion that faith must always be somber and solemn, instead celebrating the joy and humor that are
integral to the human experience. By recognizing the sacredness of laughter, Christians can deepen their
understanding of God’s love and the richness of life in community. In a world often marked by division and
sorrow, the theology of comedy offers a refreshing reminder of the hope and joy found in the Gospel.
Whether through a well-timed joke, a humorous sermon anecdote, or the shared laughter of a
congregation, comedy has the power to draw us closer to the divine, illuminating the path of faith with the
light of joy. This gift is what Sir Thomas More asked for, among other things, in his famous Prayer for Good
Humor:

Grant me, O Lord, good digestion, and also something to digest.
Grant me a healthy body, and the necessary good humor to maintain it.
Grant me a simple soul that knows to treasure all that is good
and that doesn’t frighten easily at the sight of evil,
but rather finds the means to put things back in their place.
Give me a soul that knows not boredom, grumblings, sighs and laments,
nor excess of stress, because of that obstructing thing called “I.”
Grant me, O Lord, a sense of good humor.
Allow me the grace to be able to take a joke to discover in life a bit of joy,
and to be able to share it with others.

Faithfully, in Christ,
Chris Bowhay+

[1] Almost to prove the point comes this joke from the TV series Madam Secretary: Thomas Aquinas walks into a bar,
and the bartender pours him a big goblet of mead. Bartender says, "How ya doin?" Aquinas says, "Oh, not so great.
I've been working on this treatise for seminarians. Uh, basically explains all the major points of Catholicism. It could
be the most important theological document of our time, and I even thought of the perfect title: Summa Theologica."
Aquinas continues, "So, I finish it, and I misplaced it. I can't find it anywhere, and I can't understand why God would
inspire me to do this and then allow it to be taken away. What is God trying to tell me?" Bartender says, "Eh. You win
Summa, you lose Summa.”
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Men's
Fellowship

The Men’s
Fellowship meets

Thursday, August 1,
in the Parish Hall at
5 p.m. Our meal will
be blessed at 6 p.m.

Join us for great
food and fellowship.

All men are
welcome. Bring your

appetite! 

The Veteran Military Friendly Congregation program promotes community, acceptance, and support for
Veterans and their families. Faith is a proven and fundamental component to healing, recovery, and the
mental health well being of veterans. As such, the mission of VMFC is to bring  servicemen and women
closer to God and highlight the healing power of God. To learn more about this organization, visit
www.vmfc-usa.org/.

St. Peter’s is a Veteran Military Friendly Congregation 

Crossroads to Home - Items Needed
The following items are needed for the Crossroads Cafe to furnish
Friday bags for those that don't have a way to cook a meal. 
• Small pop-top cans - tuna, Vienna sausages, soup, etc. 
• Individual packages of tuna with crackers 
• Small individual packages of crackers, saltines, etc. 
• Pop-Tarts 
• Boxed milk, shelf stable 
• Individual packages of mayonnaise and mustard

Operation Stand Down
Operation Stand Down, a non-profit organization that helps veterans
with housing, food and other resources, is asking for our help. They
need towels and washcloths for their clients at the Columbia location.
They also ask for individual bags of potato chips and other “crunchies.”
Located at 1900 B, Shady Brook Street, Columbia, they are open M-F
8am-4:30pm. Drop by and say hello!

Family Center Backpack Drive
Our backpack drive for The Family
Center was an amazing success! We
are so encouraged by the generosity
shown here at St. Peter’s. Thank you
for all you do for our schools and the
children in our community!

https://vmfc-usa.org/
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Summer just got started, but we're already looking forward to the beginning of
Sunday School in August! Join us on Sunday, August 4, at 9 a.m. for a back to
school celebration and time of fellowship on the front lawn. At this time the
children will gather with their new Sunday School classmates to see their
classrooms. 

During the 10:15 a.m. service, we continue our annual tradition of Blessing of
the Backpacks for our youth (or anyone attending school at any age!). This
blessing covers these children, their families, and teachers in prayer as the
school year begins. 

More information will be coming out about these exciting events soon!

Rally Day and Blessing of
the Backpacks

Mark your calendars, break-out your work gloves, and join us for a day of
fellowship and fun! Our church wide clean-up day at St. Peter’s is scheduled for
Saturday, September 28, at 9 a.m. Sign-ups begin the first Sunday in
September. Many hands make light work, so we encourage as many people as
possible to sign up for this important event. We provide the cleaning materials
and you provide the elbow grease! Look for more information to follow in the
coming weeks. If you have questions, contact Gail Lewis at 931-626-7766 or
Connie Hardin at 931-626-0011. 

Church Wide Clean Up Saturday
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New Adult Sunday School Class
Adults at St. Peter’s now have a new option for Sunday School classes!
Beginning August 11, join us for a new group called Starting Point. This class is
designed for newcomers and members alike to learn more about St. Peter’s. 

Starting Point has a four-week class cycle:

Week 1: Get to Know St. Peter’s and Our Rector (includes a building tour)

Week 2: Instructed Eucharist

Week 3: Fellowship and Ministries

Week 4: Governance and Stewardship

If you would like to learn more about our parish, please join us in the Library at
9:15 a.m. during the Sunday School hour on August 11!



The adult choir resumes singing during the 10:15 a.m. service on August 4. Sunday
morning rehearsals are in the sanctuary at 9:45 a.m. Beginning September 4, the
choir begins midweek rehearsals on Wednesdays from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the church.
We welcome singers of all levels! If you’d like to sing with us, please contact Peter
Douglas at the contact information below. 

We will change the setting of the Fraction Anthem, “Christ Our Passover,” to S154 by
David Hurd. Dr. Douglas will lead us through the setting during announcements for
a few Sundays, and you can practice it at home at the following link:
https://youtu.be/sf6DeszpFr0?si=C1A00bYNmd38T-bY

We are delighted to welcome Glenn Perry back to St. Peter’s starting in October as
Organist. Glenn will play organ for the two Sunday morning services, in addition to
special services and accompanying the choir. Welcome back, Glenn!

Additionally, the Vestry has approved the position change of Dr. Peter Douglas to
Director of Music. In this role, Dr. Douglas will oversee all aspects of the music
ministry at St. Peter’s, including selecting hymns and service music for services,
leading the adult choir, occasionally playing organ voluntaries and choir anthems,
planning special services, building a children’s choir, and all other aspects of music
at St. Peter’s.

If you would like to be involved in the music ministry at St. Peter’s, please contact Dr.
Peter Douglas at choirdirector@saintpeterscolumbia.org or 330-749-1624. 
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Music Ministry News

https://youtu.be/sf6DeszpFr0?si=C1A00bYNmd38T-bY
mailto:choirdirector@saintpeterscolumbia.org


We are so grateful to those who have offered to help teach our children about the
love of God in Sunday School this year!

Grades PreK-1
Mindy Denney, Lou Ann Pritchard, Ashlin Turner

Grades 2-4
Claire Trotter, Kim Wallace, Kristin Wrather

Grades 5-7
Sarah Groth, Donna McGee, Jane Rodriguez, Frances Tuck

Youth Helpers
Maya Keeton, Katherine Vining

The children gather in the church at 9:15 a.m. for a musical Round Up, and then go
with their teachers to their classes from 9:20-10:00 a.m. The PreK-1st graders have a
new, Bible-based curriculum called Heartshapers. Grades 2-4 will continue with the
Storymakers curriculum and grades 5-7 have a new version of Storymakers Teen.

For more information, join us on Sunday, August 4 for Rally Day or contact our
Director of Children’s Ministries, Jane Rodriguez-Keeton at jrodtiger24@yahoo.com
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Sunday School News

SUNDAYSUNDAY
SCHOOL!SCHOOL!

mailto:jrodtiger24@yahoo.com
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Reminders From Your Building and Grounds Committee



Last year St. Peter’s participated in the Operation Christmas Child program by providing 124 shoeboxes
filled with gifts for children across the world. Participation was church wide with individuals providing
prayers, gifts, money and time to make this project successful. We even exceeded our original goal of
100 boxes! We are in need of someone to head the project this year. We already have lots of information
saved. There is a ton of information on the web and the Samaritan’s Purse organization also provides a
lot of support and some freebies. Please prayerfully consider doing this. It is extremely rewarding and
now is the time to say “yes.”

Once we know someone is willing to lead this, everyone can purchase items when they see good deals.
School supplies are already in the stores. Crayons, which are very popular items, are available for 50
cents per box - a very good deal. Last year, any items we could not use or were left over we put in the
various boxes on the stage to be given to an appropriate organization. Don’t be shy. Just call the office
and say you will be the leader. 

Thank you, Sue Clark
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Leadership Opportunity - Operation Christmas Child

Educational Opportunity - Episcopal Diocese of Tennessee
Reading the Church Fathers

A Class Offered by the Episcopal Diocese of Tennessee’s Christian Formation Committee

"These fathers received within themselves all the outpouring of divine wisdom that can truly be attained
by the Saints (St. Maximos the Confessor, Prologue to The Ambigua).” Join Fr. Jacob Bottom, Rector at
Our Saviour, Gallatin, for a Zoom class/reading group that engages the primary source material of the
early Church Fathers. There are no reading assignments between meetings since we read the text
together during each session. Class meets weekly via Zoom from 12:30-1:30 p.m. on Thursdays
beginning August 29. 

Email Fr. Jacob at jbottom@oursaviourgallatin.org for the Zoom link and materials by August 15 to
receive and have time to read the preliminary materials.

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
mailto:jbottom@oursaviourgallatin.org
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August Food Drive - Veterans Service Organization



CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

REGISTER FOR THE
CONFERENCE

MEET THE 2024 SPEAKERS
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EPISCOPAL CHURCHMEN OF TENNESSEE
78th Conference August 9-11, 2024

Please join us for the 78th Annual Conference of the Episcopal Laymen of
Tennessee at St. Mary’s Retreat Center in Sewanee on from August 9-11.
The theme of this year’s conference is “Brothers Dwelling Together in Unity.”
The beautiful mountaintop setting is the perfect location to host the next
generation of Laymen’s conferences.

2024 Speakers

Spencer Klavan Bill Haltom John McCardell

https://tnchurchmen.org/schedule/
https://tnchurchmen.org/register/
https://tnchurchmen.org/register/
https://tnchurchmen.org/speakers/
https://tnchurchmen.org/


THE KEYS OF ST. PETER PAGE 14

VESTRY
AUGUST 2024

St. Peter's 
2024 Vestry Members 

John Finney, Senior Warden
Jennifer Ballard, Junior Warden

Sarah Robert, Clerk 

 Larry Trotter
Lucia Vining
Ken Vickers

Kevin Benderman

Dave Glowacki
Peggy Harmon

Becky Clayborne
Wilks Halliday

Vestry Meeting Bullet Points from July 25, 2024

Here follows a summary of the discussions at our most recent meeting of the Vestry:

Heard reports on plans to shift New Member classes and Confirmation classes to the

Sunday School hour instead of Sunday afternoons and mid-week evenings.

Approved concept of expanding our Stewardship Education Program leadership with more

defined roles for congregational education and engagement.

Heard report on Stewardship survey and recommendations for future improvements.

Approved policy that permits unused distributions from our Funds to be rolled over to be

used for the same purposes in the subsequent year.

Heard report on plans for Rally Day and Christian Formation (Sunday School for children

and adults) for 2024-2025.

Approved Outreach grant requests for

$2,500 to the Well Outreach to support their “Jet Pack” Program from the Hales Fund.

$1,500 to the Boys and Girls Club for a table at their upcoming Gala from the Hales

Fund.

Approved $1,850 bid to refresh our handicap-accessible parking spaces from the church

budget.

Ryan Fowler
Mark Keeton

Madeline McWhorter
Chip Wallace

Ratified email votes to approve new Letters of Agreement for Peter

Douglas to serve as our Director of Music Ministry and Glenn Perry as

our Organist with total compensation not exceeding amount budgeted

for 2024.
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VESTRY
AUGUST 2024

Financial Summary for June 2024

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in the month of June 2024. We will
receive the July Financial Report at our August Vestry meeting on the fourth Thursday in August. This
summary is drawn from our Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry which is much more detailed. Those who
would like to see it may find it in the hallway that leads to the Church Office where it is always posted. 

Thank you for your gifts to God through St. Peter’s. If you have any questions about our finances, please
contact our Treasurer, Melanie Lucas-Evanko (melanieevanko@gmail.com).

Our Lord said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." (Matthew 6:21)

Chris Bowhay+

St. Peter's 
2024 Vestry Members 

John Finney, Senior Warden
Jennifer Ballard, Junior Warden

Sarah Robert, Clerk 

 Larry Trotter
Lucia Vining
Ken Vickers

Kevin Benderman

Dave Glowacki
Peggy Harmon

Becky Clayborne
Wilks Halliday

Ryan Fowler
Mark Keeton

Madeline McWhorter
Chip Wallace

mailto:melanieevanko@gmail.com
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August 2024 Calendar

August 2024 Lay Schedule
Rotunda Ministry Scheduler

Updates to the Parish calendar can be found on the website at
https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/

https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/30/web-terminal/login/stpeterscolumbia
https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/


e-mail: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org     
Father Chris Bowhay: priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org

Website: www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. 7th Street
Columbia, TN. 38401
Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter's Episcopal Church

http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/

