
FROM THE RECTOR'S DESK

 

Traditional Anglicanism, from which our Episcopal church comes, is a branch
of Christianity that deeply respects the ancient, Apostolic Tradition of the
Church (otherwise known as the Paradosis – “that which is handed over”) that
originated in the early centuries of the Christian faith. Central to this Tradition
is a profound reverence for the "Church Fathers" – those early Christian
theologians, bishops, and scholars whose writings and teachings helped shape
the doctrinal foundation of Christianity.

Who Are the Church Fathers?

The term "Church Fathers" generally refers to Christian leaders and
theologians from the first five centuries of the Church whose writings were
instrumental in developing Christian Dogma and Doctrine. (Dogma is what we
call the indisputable facts of the Faith – our Credal Statements; Doctrine is
what we call teachings about those statements about which Christians may
charitably disagree.) These figures include notable individuals like St.
Augustine of Hippo, St. Athanasius of Alexandria, St. Gregory the Great of
Rome, St. Jerome, and St. John Chrysostom of Constantinople, among others.
The Church Fathers were pivotal in the formation of core Christian beliefs,
including the nature of the Trinity, the divinity of Christ, the canon of Scripture,
and the sacraments.

The Church Fathers are typically divided into different categories based on
their geographical locations and the languages they used: Latin Fathers from
the Western Church and Greek Fathers from the Eastern Church. Despite the
diversity of their backgrounds and theological emphases, these early
theologians are united in their fundamental influence on Christian doctrine
and practice.
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The Role of the Church Fathers in Anglican Theology

Traditional Episcopal theology places a high value on the continuity of the faith, and the Church Fathers are
seen as essential links in this chain of tradition. The Anglican view of the via media (the middle way) between
Roman Catholicism and Protestantism is deeply informed by their writings and teachings which sought to
balance the authority of Scripture, the importance of Tradition, and the role of Reason (informed by
communal prayer and worship) in the development of Christian doctrine. This “three-legged stool,” as
described by Richard Hooker, a bishop in the Church of England in the 16th century, is evident in the Book
of Common Prayer and the Thirty-Nine Articles, which are foundational documents for all provinces
established by the Church of England, including our own Episcopal Church.

Moreover, the Church Fathers' teachings on the sacraments, particularly the Eucharist and Baptism, have
had a lasting impact on world-wide Anglican sacramental theology. The Fathers viewed these sacraments as
essential and objective means of grace, a perspective that is mirrored in the traditional Anglican
understanding of the sacraments as "outward and visible signs of an inward and spiritual grace." The
Eucharistic theology of the Church Fathers, which emphasizes the real presence of Christ in the sacrament,
has also been influential in shaping the Anglican doctrine of the Eucharist.

Liturgy and the Church Fathers

The Anglican liturgy, particularly as it is expressed in the Book of Common Prayer, reflects the ancient
patterns of worship established by the Fathers. This includes the structure of the Eucharistic liturgy and the
observance of the Church calendar.

The influence of the Church Fathers is particularly evident in the Anglican commitment to the "catholic"
(universal) nature of the Church. The Fathers emphasized the unity of the Church across time and space,
and this concept of catholicity is central to Anglican ecclesiology. Traditional Anglicans see themselves as
part of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church, in continuity with the faith and practices of the early
Church.

In addition, the Church Fathers' writings on the moral and spiritual life have been influential in shaping the
Anglican approach to Christian living. The Fathers emphasized the importance of holiness, humility, and
charity, virtues that are central to the Anglican understanding of Christian discipleship. The works of the
Fathers, particularly those of the Desert Fathers and the ascetic tradition, continue to inspire Anglicans in
their spiritual practices and devotional life.
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The Church Fathers and Anglican Identity

For traditional Anglicans, the Church Fathers are more than just historical figures – they are living witnesses
to the faith of the early Church, whose teachings continue to inform and shape the life of the Church today.
The Fathers are seen as guides who help Anglicans remain faithful to the apostolic tradition, while also
addressing the challenges of contemporary life.

The Anglican Reformers, such as Thomas Cranmer and Richard Hooker, were themselves deeply influenced
by the writings of the Church Fathers. They sought to reform the Church of England in a way that was
faithful to the early Church, drawing on the Fathers as authoritative sources for their theology and liturgy.
Likewise, the Oxford Movement, the 19th century revival of liturgical and sacramental life in the Church of
England led by the Rev. John Keble and others, drew heavily from their teachings. This connection to the
Church Fathers helped to shape the distinctive Anglican identity, which seeks to balance tradition and
innovation, being faithful to the past and responsive to the present.

The Church Fathers hold a place of honor in the Episcopal Church, serving as both a foundation and a guide
for the Church's theology, liturgy, and spiritual life. Their teachings continue to resonate with world-wide
Anglicans today, offering a rich source of wisdom and insight for those seeking to live out the Christian faith
in the modern world. Through their writings, the Church Fathers continue to bear witness to the timeless
truths of the Christian faith, helping to ensure that Anglicanism remains rooted in the apostolic tradition
while also engaging with the challenges of contemporary life.

Faithfully,
Chris Bowhay+

Fr. Jacob Bottom, Rector at the Church of Our Saviour in Gallatin, is hosting an online class on the Church Fathers
that begins on Thursday, September 5 at 12:30 PM and will continue through most of 2025. It is presented in a
lecture format and will use several texts, some provided in .pdf format and some to be purchased. For more
information and for the link to the Zoom cast, please contact Fr. Jacob at jbottom@oursaviourgallatin.org. 

mailto:jbottom@oursaviourgallatin.org
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Men's
Fellowship

The Men’s Fellowship
meets Thursday,

September 5, in the
Parish Hall at 5 p.m.

Our meal will be
blessed at 6 p.m. Join
us for great food and
fellowship. All men
are welcome. Bring

your appetite! 

The Veteran Military Friendly Congregation program promotes community, acceptance, and support for Veterans and their
families. Faith is a proven and fundamental component to healing, recovery, and the mental health well being of veterans. As
such, the mission of VMFC is to bring  servicemen and women closer to God and highlight the healing power of God. To learn
more about this organization, visit www.vmfc-usa.org/.

St. Peter’s is a Veteran Military Friendly Congregation 

Crossroads to Home - Items Needed
The following items are needed for the Crossroads Cafe to furnish Friday bags
for those that don't have a way to cook a meal. 
• Small pop-top cans - tuna, Vienna sausages, soup, etc. 
• Individual packages of tuna with crackers 
• Small individual packages of crackers, saltines, etc. 
• Pop-Tarts 
• Boxed milk, shelf stable 
• Individual packages of mayonnaise and mustard

Operation Stand Down
Operation Stand Down, a non-profit organization that helps veterans with housing, food and other resources, is
asking for our help. They need towels and washcloths for their clients at the Columbia location. They also ask for
individual bags of potato chips and other “crunchies.” Located at 1900 B, Shady Brook Street in Columbia, they are
open M-F 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Drop by and say hello!

Volunteers are needed as St. Peter's will host the People's Table again at the
Columbia First United Methodist Church in September. We’ll be there Fridays in
September 6,13, 20 and 27 from approximately 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Contributions to purchase the food served at People's Table are always
appreciated, just designate "People's Table" on your donation. 
Contact Joann Belcher at 931-212-7254 if you would like to volunteer. 

People’s Table Volunteers

Our next Sisterhood Gathering is scheduled for Tuesday, September 10th at
6pm. Suggested donation is $10.00, but donation is not required. 
Our first two gatherings in the spring were well attended and enjoyed by all.
We look forward to reconnecting with those who have attended and also
seeing some new faces. RSVPs by 9/6 are appreciated but not required. 
Questions? You can email or call the church office 931-388-3331, or email
office@saintpeterscolumbia.org. 

Sisterhood Gathering

https://vmfc-usa.org/
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Mark your calendars, break-out your work gloves, and join us for a day of fellowship and fun! Our church
wide clean-up day at St. Peter’s is scheduled for Saturday, September 28, at 9 a.m. Sign-ups begin the first
Sunday in September. Many hands make light work, so we encourage as many people as possible to sign
up for this important event. We provide the cleaning materials and you provide the elbow grease! Look
for more information to follow in the coming weeks. If you have questions, contact Gail Lewis at 931-626-
7766 or Connie Hardin at 931-626-0011. 

Church Wide Clean Up Saturday

The much anticipated Season 4 of The Chosen is now
on DVD. We will be viewing and discussing these eight
episodes for our Fall Ladies’ Bible Study. No book, no
homework – how easy can it be? Please join us
beginning Thursday, September 19, at 10:30 a.m. in
the lounge to continue our study of the ministry of
Christ. We always welcome newcomers to our group.
Questions? Please contact Vicki Kenney at 931-215-
2430 or vwkenney@gmail.com.

Ladies’ Bible Study

Through the month of September, The Family Center in
Columbia is collecting cans of soup for families in our area.
They are open Monday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and
Tuesday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Please
add these items to the drop off box in The Bishop’s Room.
We thank you for your generosity!

Family Center Soup Drive



The St. Peter’s Choir has begun singing in the 10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist and midweek
rehearsals begin this Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. All are welcome!

Please mark your calendars for two music events coming up this fall:

Taizé Prayer Service
Sunday, September 29, at 5 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Taizé prayer services are comprised of silence and song, candlelight and stillness, prayer
and contemplation. The music is unique and distinctive. Taizé chants featuring deceptively
simple refrains that are repeated, mantra-like, by the whole congregation, while vocal
soloists occasionally add verses on top of the repeated refrains. The music is accessible,
participatory, and meditative. (from St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral)

Choral Evensong
Sunday, November 3, at 3 p.m. at St. John’s Ashwood
Choral Evensong is a service of sung evening prayer. The text of the service is drawn
almost entirely from the Bible. The main purpose is to proclaim the wonderful works of
God in human history, and in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Sung psalms
and canticles are interwoven with readings from the Old and New Testaments and the
recitation of the Apostles’ Creed and Lord’s Prayer. Other prayers and hymns are drawn
from the many centuries of the Christian Church. The congregation is invited to listen
reflectively and prayerfully as the choir offers prayer and praise on their behalf. Many find
this frees them to offer to God their own thoughts and prayers. (from Washington
National Cathedral)

If you have any questions, concerns, comments, or suggestions regarding the music
ministry at St. Peter’s, please contact Dr. Peter Douglas, Director of Music:
choirdirector@saintpeterscolumbia.org or 330-749-1624. 
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Music Ministry Updates

mailto:choirdirector@saintpeterscolumbia.org
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New Adult Sunday School Class
Adults at St. Peter’s now have a new option for Sunday School classes! Join us for a new group called
Starting Point. This class is designed for newcomers and members alike to learn more about St. Peter’s. 

Starting Point has a four-week class cycle:

Week 1: Get to Know St. Peter’s and Our Rector (includes a building tour)

Week 2: Instructed Eucharist

Week 3: Fellowship and Ministries

Week 4: Governance and Stewardship

Our next round of classes begins Sunday, September 8, and another round begins Sunday, October 6. If
you would like to learn more about our parish, please join us in the Library at 9:15 a.m. during the Sunday
School hour!

Seniors Lunch Bunch!
Join us Wednesday, September 18, at 11:30 a.m.
as we gather for our first Lunch Bunch of the
season. We will meet in the Parish Hall. Food and
drink will be provided. A small donation is
appreciated, but not required. Please let the office
know if you plan on attending so we can
anticipate quantities. Hope to see many of our
seniors there!! If you have questions or would like
to RSVP, call 931-388-3331.



Aug. 19: What is the Church? Our Founding 

Aug. 26: The Apostolic Church: Jewish and other Christians 

Sept. 2: Break for Labor Day 

Sept. 9: The Early Church: Persecutions and Other Achievements 

Sept. 16: Gaining My Religion: Creeds Forged in Corners 

Sept. 23: Same Mother, Different Brothers: The Eastern and Western Church 

Sept. 30: The “Dark Ages:” Popes, Islam, Schism, and Crusades 

Oct. 7: Break 

Oct. 14: Break 

Oct. 21: The Church in the British Isles: Celts, Anglo-Saxons, and Normans (Oh, my!) 

Oct. 28: The Flowering of the Medieval Church 

Nov. 4: The Decay of the Medieval Church and the Seeds of Revival 

Nov. 11: The Reformation and the Counter-Reformation 

Nov. 18: The Church Divided: The Wars of Religion 

Nov. 25: The Church of England, Pt. I: Conflict 

Dec. 2: The Church of England, Pt. II: Reunion 

Dec. 9: The American Church: Romans, Protestants, and Episcopalians 
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History of the Christian Church
Join us for a book study and discussion about the two-thousand-year history of God’s Church
over a series of Monday afternoons in St. Peter’s Library from 4:45-5:45 p.m. Bonnell Spencer’s
classic 1950 Ye Are the Body: A People’s History of the Church will help guide our pilgrimage through
the events that shaped Christian identity from the Age of the Apostles to the Episcopal church of
the 20th century.

The schedule for our meetings is below. If you would prefer to join us by Zoom, please let the
office know. For more information (or for help in ordering copies of Spencer’s text), please
contact St. Peter’s office at (931) 833-3331.
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VESTRY
SEPTEMBER 2024

St. Peter's 
2024 Vestry Members 

John Finney, Senior Warden
Jennifer Ballard, Junior Warden

Sarah Robert, Clerk 

 Larry Trotter
Lucia Vining
Ken Vickers

Kevin Benderman

Dave Glowacki
Peggy Harmon

Becky Clayborne
Wilks Halliday

Vestry Meeting Bullet Points from August 22, 2024

Approved concept of a new, multi-year, holistic plan for congregational education and

connection through a team-based Stewardship Committee whose potential leaders will

meet on Thursday, September 5.

Approved Outreach Committee request to fund:

$1,000 to the Room in the Inn from the Outreach line-item in the budget to support

their “Swanky Southern Nights” fundraiser at the Mulehouse on Thursday,

September 5.

$1,000 to Harvest Share from the B. I. Naddy Fund, contingent on clarification that

the allocation not exceed the approved amount for annual distribution.

Discussed the possibility of a policy that one member of the Vestry be present at all

events hosted by third parties (whose Facility Use is approved by the Rector and the

Vestry).

Approved use of the Parish Hall by the Agathos School for their Fall theatrical

production.

Received report on increased viewing of services on Facebook, YouTube, and Vimeo—

almost double the views from the previous months.

Ryan Fowler
Mark Keeton

Madeline McWhorter
Chip Wallace
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VESTRY
SEPTEMBER 2024

Financial Summary for July 2024

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in the month of July 2024. We will
receive the August Financial Report at our September Vestry meeting on the fourth Thursday in
September. This summary is drawn from our Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry which is much more
detailed. Those who would like to see it may find it in the hallway that leads to the Church Office where it
is always posted. 

It should be noted that we are about 1% below our annualized projection for non-pledged giving, 5%
below in pledged giving, and 3% below our projected expenses. Considering the fact that giving is always
lower in the 2nd trimester of the year (May-August) and always higher in the 3rd trimester (September-
December), the Vestry feels that we are in a strong financial position for this year. This was discussed at
the open meeting hosted by the Vestry Finance and Governance Committee in the Parish Hall on Sunday,
August 25, after the 10:15 a.m. service to discuss our Second Quarter Financial Report. Copies of that
report can be found on the table in the hallway leading to the Church Office or are available upon
request.

Thank you for your gifts to God through St. Peter’s. If you have any questions about our finances, please
contact our Treasurer, Melanie Lucas-Evanko (melanieevanko@gmail.com).

Faithfully,
Chris Bowhay+

St. Peter's 
2024 Vestry Members 

John Finney, Senior Warden
Jennifer Ballard, Junior Warden

Sarah Robert, Clerk 

 Larry Trotter
Lucia Vining
Ken Vickers

Kevin Benderman

Dave Glowacki
Peggy Harmon

Becky Clayborne
Wilks Halliday

Ryan Fowler
Mark Keeton

Madeline McWhorter
Chip Wallace

mailto:melanieevanko@gmail.com
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September 2024 Calendar

September 2024 Lay Schedule
Rotunda Ministry Scheduler

Updates to the Parish calendar can be found on the website at
https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/

https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/30/web-terminal/login/stpeterscolumbia
https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/


e-mail: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org     
Father Chris Bowhay: priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org

Website: www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. 7th Street
Columbia, TN. 38401
Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter's Episcopal Church

http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/

