
FROM THE RECTOR'S DESK

 

In the always-disappointing world of Charlie Brown, baseball games are always
lost, test scores are always D-minuses, love with little red-haired girls always
goes unrequited, and the Great Pumpkin never comes. For these reasons,
Charlie Brown would not be surprised to learn that his first animated TV special,
A Charlie Brown Christmas, was widely expected to fail. The screenplay was
frantically scripted in just a few weeks. The production budget was laughable;
untrained child actors were cast to read their roles. In fact, the actress who
played Charlie Brown’s little sister Sally was so young that she had not yet
learned to read—she had to be fed her lines, often one syllable at a time. There
was no “laugh track”—universally considered essential for television comedy.
The executives at CBS strenuously objected to its avant-garde musical score,
composed and performed by the hipster North Beach San Franciscan jazz pianist
Vince Guaraldi, which they were sure would never be accepted by a large
American audience. After viewing the final rough cut, producers Bill Melendez
and Lee Mendelson were convinced that they had a ratings flop on their hands—
and on their heads. And yet, after it first broadcast on December 9, 1965, A
Charlie Brown Christmas received an Emmy Award and a Peabody Award and
became an essential element in our nation’s religious culture. It has played every
year in millions of American households at Christmas, including mine when I was
a child. And perhaps yours.

The plot is so familiar that it hardly needs repeating. Despite the cheerful holiday
season, Charlie Brown finds himself depressed. His playmate and self-styled
psychiatrist Lucy van Pelt advises him to get out of his mood by helming the
production of the neighborhood Christmas play. But, as always, nothing goes
right: his best efforts are ignored or mocked by his peers, and Charlie Brown is
left to teeter—as he so often does—on the edge of despair. 
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For many of us, the show’s most enduring emotional scene takes place when Linus van Pelt, Lucy’s brother,
tries to comfort his best friend in his holiday dark night of the soul. Linus steps onto the rehearsal stage,
asks for the lights to dim, and, with a voice that is both earnest and innocent, recites:

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by

night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about

them, and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you

good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of

David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe

wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a

multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on Earth

peace, good will toward men (Luke 2:8-14).”

And then Linus turns to his best friend and says, “That’s what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown.”  

There is no denying the power of that simple scene: Linus himself gets so caught up in the shepherds’ story
that, importantly, for one moment while presenting it, he lets his otherwise ubiquitous security blanket fall
to the floor. And yet that emotional peak can distract us from the story larger than the children’s play and
the character larger than Charlie Brown: the story of the Christmas Tree. Earlier in the TV show, Charlie
Brown realizes that his play has lost its way. He decides that it needs a Christmas tree. Accompanied by
Linus, Charlie Brown goes to a Christmas tree lot. It is filled with shiny, garishly colored aluminum fake
trees, but he finds one remaining live tree. (Linus himself says, “Gee, I didn’t know they still made wooden
Christmas trees.”) And the tree is pathetic. It is essentially a twig—small, barren, and fragile. And yet—
whether from sympathy or empathy—Charlie Brown is drawn to it and judges that this tree is exactly what
his play needs. When he returns to the stage with it, his playmate actors disagree. Lucy mocks, “You were
supposed to get a good tree. Can’t you even tell a good tree from a poor tree?” She adds, “You’ve been
dumb before, Charlie Brown, but this time, you really did it.” And they laugh him to scorn. Including Snoopy.
But here is where A Charlie Brown Christmas becomes the Gospel. 

After hearing Linus’s reminder of the shepherds’ story and the angels’ message of the small, helpless, fragile
Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, Charlie Brown decides to go on loving his tragic tree anyway. He says,
“I’ll take this little tree home and decorate it. And I’ll show them it really will work in our play.” And he picks
up the little tree, embraces it, and joyfully carries it home. The Peanuts gang follow him. When they all
arrive at Charlie Brown’s house and see how much he loves the tree, they begin to love it, too. Linus says, “I
never thought it was such a bad little tree. It’s not bad at all, really. Maybe it just needs a little love.” He then
swaddles the tree with his own security blanket, and then the other children—and Snoopy—add their own
decorations until it is completely transformed. And then all the children—and Snoopy—begin to hum and
then sing “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”
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Charlie Brown’s Christmas Tree is the main character because Charlie Brown’s Christmas Tree is us. There
are times—especially during the Christmas holidays—when we feel small, barren, and fragile. Maybe we
feel forgotten by the world, or even by people we know and love. Maybe we feel empty and incapable of
doing anything good for anyone, even for those close to us. Maybe we feel broken by disappointments,
grief, or regrets. In a shiny, fake, aluminum world in which everyone else seems to know who they are, what
they are doing, and what is going on, we can often feel out of place, out of sorts, and lost. And even if we
personally are not feeling down, we certainly know that we are imperfect in a world that constantly and
ruthlessly expects so much more from us than we can possibly give. 

At Christmas we remember that, as flawed as we are and as impossible as it sounds, God has come among
us in the infant Christ. He has decided that even though we have lost our way, we are exactly what His play
needs. His play is the World He created, and He thinks that you and I are exactly what His World needs. His
play is Heaven, and He thinks that you and I are exactly what His Heaven needs. And so, at the right time in
human history, God in the Baby Jesus descended from Heaven to join us on His World’s stage as one of its
players just like us: He was born as we were born. He lived as we live. He died as we will one day die. And
three days later, He rose from the dead—as will we and all whom we have loved when He raises us at the
Resurrection. He Ascended into Heaven whence He came to claim us, and there He has prepared a place for
us. And from that place—that eternal dimension of His love—He sends us grace not only at Christmas but in
every hour of every day in every season of our life so that we will know His love, accept His love, and delight
in His love which He offers to us for no other reason than He simply finds us so loveable, exactly as we are.
It does not matter how others see, judge, or condemn us; it does not even matter how we see, judge, or
condemn ourselves. When God sees us, He sees love. And His look of love changes us until we see
ourselves and one another the way He sees us all.

The power of the powerless Bethlehem Babe changes everything. From Heaven, He shaped the vastness of
space; on Earth He was constrained and contained in a manger.  In Heaven, He was robed in Godly glory; on
Earth He was swaddled in simplicity. About us, He sings a song of love to the Heavenly Host, saying in His
own way what Linus says about the Tree: “I never thought it was such a bad little tree. It’s not bad at all,
really. Maybe it just needs a little love.” Having made His home among us, He now makes His home within
us; alongside us tonight and every day thereafter, He leads us to His eternal home with the Father. Seeing
all of this, the herald angels sing. 

And that is what Christmas is all about.

Please join us on Christmas Eve, Tuesday December 24, at either our 4 p.m. service (with a prelude that
begins at 3:30 p.m.) or our Midnight Mass at 11 p.m. (with a prelude that begins at 10:30 p.m.).
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Men's
Fellowship

The Men’s Fellowship
meets Thursday,

December 5, in the
Parish Hall at 5 p.m.

Our meal will be
blessed at 6 p.m. Join
us for great food and
fellowship. All men
are welcome. Bring

your appetite! 

The Veteran Military Friendly Congregation program promotes community, acceptance, and support for Veterans
and their families. Faith is a proven and fundamental component to healing, recovery, and the mental health well
being of veterans. As such, the mission of VMFC is to bring  servicemen and women closer to God and highlight the
healing power of God. To learn more about this organization, visit www.vmfc-usa.org/.

St. Peter’s is a Veteran Military Friendly Congregation 

Family Advent Wreaths
We will make Advent wreaths during the Sunday School hour
on December 1 at 9:15 a.m. Please bring garden snips and
any miscellaneous greenery you have available. Wreath
supplies will be provided. We recommend one wreath per
family, and you are welcome to make an extra wreath for a
Parish shut-in.

We are still actively collecting 2025 calendars to distribute
around the community. A box is set up on the stage if you
want to donate any calendars you receive or happen to pick
up at one of the dollar stores. We will also take small purse-
sized calendars. Those are popular with Place of Hope.
Contact Vicki Kenney with any questions,
vwkenney@gmail.com or 931-215-2430.

2025 Calendars for Nursing Homes

Christmas Parade and Dinner
Please join us for the Columbia Christmas Parade watch party
on Saturday, December 7! Everyone is invited to meet for
dinner in the Parish Hall at 5 p.m. that evening for a meal of
pizza, chili and hot chocolate. Once we finish eating, everyone
will head outside to view the parade at 6 p.m. as it goes past
St. Peter's. Bring your chairs, family members, and friends! 

https://vmfc-usa.org/
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The Family Center - Santa’s Workshop
Now is the time to start thinking ahead to your Christmas charity donations. The Family Center
offers parents a Santa’s Workshop that allows them to “shop” for presents for their children. These
items are examples of the gifts they like to stock for the shopping experience:

Baby dolls, blocks, Barbies, dress up clothes, stuffed animals, educational toys, board games, art
supplies, Legos, Play-Doh, puzzles, hair accessories, books, action figures, tool sets, remote control
cars, sports equipment, jewelry, watches, makeup, cologne, purses, wallets, earbuds, clothing,
belts, and gift cards.

These items should be delivered to The Family Center by Friday, December 13.

To volunteer for these events at The Family Center, visit this link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BA4AD2CA4FDC25-51183449-holiday#/

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BA4AD2CA4FDC25-51183449-holiday#/
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The Family Center - Christmas Hams
This year, The Family Center is also collecting hams for families in our community who need
a little extra help this season. If you would like to donate a ham, you may drop it off at The
Family Center by noon on Friday, December 13. If you have any questions, contact Vicki
Kenney, vwkenney@gmail.com or 931-215-2430.

Children’s Christmas Pageant
Practices have already begun for the annual children's Christmas pageant! Please have
your child at St. Peter’s during the Sunday School hour (9:15am) so they can learn their
parts and the songs. The pageant will be held on December 15 at 9 a.m. Children should
arrive by 8:30 a.m. that morning. Family and friends are welcome to attend! 

Visit from St. Nicholas
On Sunday, December 8, we will welcome St. Nicholas to
St. Peter’s! He will visit with everyone during the Children’s
sermon. Children should leave their shoes in the Bishop’s
room during the service to receive some traditional treats. 

Greening of the Church
Join us as our sanctuary undergoes a great transformation with the Greening of the
Church on Monday, December 23 at 10 a.m. This is when the church moves from the
relative sparseness of the of the Advent season to the beauty of Christmas! Please call the
Church office at (931) 388-3331 if you would like to volunteer. 

Every year, the Family Center rings the bells for the Salvation Army and they use the money
to help people pay rent and utilities. It’s very easy to do and really helps the community.
Businesses, individuals, Sunday School classes, youth groups, civic groups can all ring! The
more ringers we have, the more people we can help. As you plan for the holidays, please
consider putting them your schedule. To sign up to ring the bells in town, please visit
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BA4AD2CA4FDC25-51020573-salvation#/

Salvation Army Bell Ringers

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BA4AD2CA4FDC25-51020573-salvation#/


THE KEYS OF ST. PETER   PAGE 7

Christmas Poinsettias and Greenery 
Every year, St. Peter’s adorns its sanctuary with beautiful decorations of greenery and
Poinsettias given our in honor of or in memory of a loved one. This year we continue this
tradition and hope you will join us. Please use the Poinsettia Offering envelope, found in
your bulletin or at the rear of the church, if you wish to contribute to the purchase of these
poinsettias. Please include name(s) on the envelope, and please print legibly. If you are
unable to attend in person, we invite you to mail in your offering with the name(s) of those
you are honoring. If you have any questions, please call the Parish Office at (931) 388-3331.

Dec. 2: The Church of England, Pt. II: Reunion

Dec. 9: The American Church: Romans, Protestants, and Episcopalians

History of the Christian Church
Join us for the final two book study and discussions about the two-thousand-year history of
God’s Church over a series of Monday afternoons in St. Peter’s Library from 4:45-5:45 p.m.
Bonnell Spencer’s classic 1950 Ye Are the Body: A People’s History of the Church will help guide
our pilgrimage through the events that shaped Christian identity from the Age of the
Apostles to the Episcopal church of the 20th century.

The schedule for our upcoming meetings is below. If you would prefer to join us by Zoom,
please let the office know. For more information (or for help in ordering copies of Spencer’s
text), please contact the St. Peter’s office at (931) 833-3331.

As Mary and the women came to the tomb bearing special linens for the care of Jesus, so do we
bear special linens to the Altar each Sunday to use for worship. After services, these linens need
cleaning on a regular basis. The Altar Guild is looking for a person(s) or a couple willing to take on
this sacred ministry. Please prayerfully consider assisting the Altar Guild in this very important
ministry. All instructions will be clearly provided. 

A Call From the Altar Guild
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Who Moved the Altar?
When we next enter the church, we will see that the Altar has been temporarily
moved closer to the reredos, the ornamental screen at the back of the sanctuary
under the main stained-glass windows. As a result, the Celebrant (the priest
leading the worship service) stands between the people and the Altar such that
the people see the back of his chasuble (the colored robe that looks like a poncho)
instead of seeing his face. We do this for the church calendar seasons of Advent
(the four Sundays before Christmas) and Lent (the forty days between Ash
Wednesday and Easter, not counting Sundays). 

When priests are ordained, they are marked and charged by the Holy Spirit to be
images of Christ, our Great High Priest. Their job at the Altar is to reflect Christ’s
work to bring Man to God and to bring God to Man. When priests face the Altar
with their back to the people, they demonstrate how Christ stands before His
Father as He eternally intercedes for His people. When priests face the people,
they demonstrate how Christ faces us to share the absolution and other blessings
that the Father gives us.

The seasons of Advent and Lent are Penitential; they are times when we see
ourselves as penitents who turn away from our self-absorption and and turn
toward the mercy and love of God. They are times when we especially focus on
Christ, our merciful Intercessor, Who prays to the Father that we receive the grace
and fruit of repentance. Therefore, during Advent and Lent, our Celebrant mirrors
that intercessory role by facing the Altar.  

On Christmas Eve, the season of Advent being over, the Altar will return to its
previous place and the Celebrant will once again face the people.
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VESTRY
 DECEMBER 2024

St. Peter's 
2024 Vestry Members 

John Finney, Senior Warden
Jennifer Ballard, Junior Warden

Sarah Robert, Clerk 

 Larry Trotter
Lucia Vining
Ken Vickers

Kevin Benderman

Dave Glowacki
Peggy Harmon

Becky Clayborne
Wilks Halliday

Vestry Meeting Bullet Points from November 21, 2024
Heard a report from the Rev. Justin Taliaferro, Priest-in-Charge at the Church of the

Messiah, Pulaski, about the Diocesan-funded Curacy program which helps place new clergy

in congregations who could not otherwise afford them.

Approved a Fair Share pledge to the Diocese of Tennessee of $40,000. While this does not

meet the requested amount of $53,238 (calculated as 10% of our Operating Revenue over a

three-year period), it is a substantial increase from last year’s pledge and more than St.

Peter’s has ever pledged to support the ministries of our Diocese and our Bishop. The

request is voluntary, not mandatory.

Received a report from the Christian Life Committee about a survey of our households with

students who would be interested in more support for our members between the ages of

eleven and eighteen. Fr. Chris described a recently-assembled team who will, among other

projects, ensure that the parent community will help generate a vision for children and

youth ministry that will attract new leadership and more meaningful programing.

Approved the following members to serve as delegates for the 2025 Convention of the

Diocese of Tennessee at the Church of the Good Shepherd, Brentwood in January 24-25:

Kevin Benderman

Sarah Benderman

Anne Ciccoline

John Finney

Peter Moon

Sarah Robert

Ryan Fowler
Mark Keeton

Madeline McWhorter
Chip Wallace
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VESTRY
DECEMBER 2024

Financial Summary for October 2024

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in the month of October 2024. We
will receive the November Financial Report at our December Vestry meeting on the third Thursday in
December, which was moved to avoid the Christmas holidays. This summary is drawn from our
Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry which is much more detailed. Those who would like to see it may find it
in the hallway that leads to the Church Office where it is always posted. 

It should be noted that we received several pledges in early November that reduce the Year-to-Date
deficit substantially. It should also be noted that historically, one-fifth of our congregational giving comes
in December.

Thank you for your gifts to God through St. Peter’s. If you have any questions about our finances, please
contact our Treasurer, Melanie Lucas-Evanko (melanieevanko@gmail.com).

Faithfully,
Chris Bowhay+

St. Peter's 
2024 Vestry Members 

John Finney, Senior Warden
Jennifer Ballard, Junior Warden

Sarah Robert, Clerk 

 Larry Trotter
Lucia Vining
Ken Vickers

Kevin Benderman

Dave Glowacki
Peggy Harmon

Becky Clayborne
Wilks Halliday

Ryan Fowler
Mark Keeton

Madeline McWhorter
Chip Wallace

mailto:melanieevanko@gmail.com
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December 2024 Calendar

December 2024 Lay Schedule
Rotunda Ministry Scheduler

Updates to the Parish calendar can be found on the website at
https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/

https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/30/web-terminal/login/stpeterscolumbia
https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/


e-mail: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org     
Father Chris Bowhay: priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org

Website: www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. 7th Street
Columbia, TN. 38401
Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter's Episcopal Church

http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/

