VOL. MMXXV -« ISSUE 12 - DECEMBER 2025

A PUBLICATION OF ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

FROM THE DESK OF FR. CHRIS

Each Advent and Christmas, we hear again St. Matthew’s brief but
luminous account of wise men from the East who followed a star to the

place where the Christ Child was to be found. T. S. Eliot—who himself FROM THE RECTOR'S DESK
returned to the Christian faith as an adult and was confirmed in the PAGES 1-2
Church of England—took that familiar story and gave it astonishing

: . — o . ANNOUNCEMENTS
emotional and spiritual depth in his poem Journey of the Magi. Written in PAGES 3.7
1927, the first year of his life as a Christian, the poem is far more than a
literary retelling of the Epiphany. It is a meditation on what happens VESTRY UPDATES
when God comes into the world—and what must happen in us if we are PAGES 8-9

to meet Him. ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS

PAGE 10
Eliot begins not with picturesque camels and jeweled turbans, but with
CALENDAR AND LAY SCHEDULE
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discomfort:

A cold coming we had of it,
Just the worst time of the year
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For a journey, and such a long journey...

The Magus who narrates the poem remembers hardship, doubt,
second-guessing, and the nagging sense that the familiar world behind

him was slipping away. Eliot refuses to romanticize the pilgrimage; he

. . . , St. Peter’s
reminds us that any true encounter with God requires passing through Episcopal Church

Columbia. Tennessee

uncertainty and even a kind of death to the old life. The Incarnation is
not simply sweet or sentimental. It is disruptive. When God enters
human history, nothing remains as it was.
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As the poem unfolds, the Magi arrive—not at a palace, but at a humble dwelling where a
newborn lies in his mother’s arms. And then the poem makes its most striking claim: the Magus
realizes that the Child's birth feels strangely like both a beginning and an ending:

...this Birth was
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.

Why “death”? Because to meet the Christ Child is to discover that the world's ways, with all their
power, status, and familiar comforts, are passing away. The old loyalties, the old ambitions, the
old definitions of greatness—all must give way to a new Kingdom born not in strength but in
vulnerability, not in wealth but in poverty, not in domination but in love. The Magi return home,
but they are no longer at home. They have seen God in flesh. Nothing fits the way it once did.

And here is the heart of what Journey of the Magi teaches us about the Incarnation:
Christ’s birth is not only the story of God becoming human; it is the story of humanity
being remade.

The Incarnation changes us. It asks something of us. It pulls us away from “the old
dispensation,” as Eliot calls it, and prepares us for a new life in Christ—a life shaped not by fear
but by hope, not by grasping but by giving, not by self-protection but by self-offering love.

Like the Magi, we are invited to come and adore—but also to be changed, to return “by another
road,” carrying with us a new understanding of what it means to be human.

As we move through Advent and into Christmastide, Eliot's poem invites us to make our own
journey: to leave behind the comfortable past, to seek Christ even through difficulty, and to
allow His Incarnation to reshape our lives. The Child whom the Magi found is the same Lord

who seeks us still—calling us to a new birth, a new allegiance, and a new joy.

Chris Bowhay+
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We are still actively collecting 2026 calendars to distribute
around the community. A box is set up on the stage if you
want to donate any calendars you receive or happen to pick

up at one of the dollar stores. We will also take small purse- The Men'’s Fellowship
sized calendars. Those are popular with Place of Hope. meets Thursday,
Contact Vicki Kenney with any questions, December 4, in the

vwkenney@gmail.com or 931-215-2430. Parish Hall at 5 p.m.
Our meal will be
blessed at 6 p.m. Join
us for great food and
fellowship. All men are
welcome. Bring your

appetite! 2
Rector’s Office Hours

The Rector now keeps open office hours for drop-ins. Feel free to stop by on Wednesdays
from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., and on Thursdays from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. He is out of the
office on Tuesdays.

M’WI’WM
M’WWM

St. Peter’s is a Veteran Military Friendly Congregation

The Veteran Military Friendly Congregation program promotes community, acceptance, and support for
Veterans and their families. Faith is a proven and fundamental component to healing, recovery, and the mental
health well being of veterans. As such, the mission of VMFC is to bring servicemen and women closer to God
and highlight the healing power of God. To learn more about this organization, visit www.vmfc-usa.org/.

Christmas Parade and Hot Cocoa

Please join us for the Columbia Christmas Parade watch
party on Saturday, December 6! Everyone is invited to join in
fellowship and plenty of hot cocoa at 5 p.m., then we head
outside to view the parade at 6 p.m. as it goes past St.
Peter's. Bring your chairs, family members, and friends!



http://www.vmfc-usa.org/
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Save the date for a special music service coming up soon:

Advent Lessons & Carols at St. Peter’s in the sanctuary

Sunday, December 14 | 3:00 PM

Service of Lessons and Carols marking the anticipation of Christmas with the St. Peter’s Adult Choir, Director of
Music - Dr. Peter Douglas, and Organist - Glenn Perry

We always welcome additional singers for special services. Please contact Dr. Peter Douglas, Director of
Music, at choirdirector@saintpeterscolumbia.org if you are interested.

The Club by Abe’s Garden Columbia

The Club at Columbia offers a secure and supportive setting for individuals in the early
to mid-stages of Alzheimer's and other dementias. Volunteers are needed! Would you
like to help lead a program that utilizes your talents? The Club is looking for musicians,
artists, pet therapy animals and more! If you're interested in volunteering, please reach
out to MaryBeth Watson at mwatson@abesgarden.org or contact Connie Hardin at 931-
626-0011.

Additionally, on December 4 from 1-3 p.m., Abe’s Garden is hosting an Open House
Showcase to introduce the community to their temporary space at Maury Hills Church.
They will also be collecting items for Harvest Share which will earn you a raffle entry.



https://www.facebook.com/share/17ZPJe2XAG/
https://www.facebook.com/share/17ZPJe2XAG/
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The Family Genter - Santa’s Workshop

Now is the time to start thinking ahead to your Christmas charity donations. The Family Center
offers parents a Santa’'s Workshop that allows them to “shop” for presents for their children. These
items are examples of the gifts they like to stock for the shopping experience:

Baby dolls, blocks, Barbies, dress up clothes, stuffed animals, educational toys, board games, art
supplies, Legos, Play-Doh, puzzles, hair accessories, books, action figures, tool sets, remote control
cars, sports equipment, jewelry, watches, makeup, cologne, purses, wallets, earbuds, clothing,
belts, and gift cards.

These items should be delivered to The Family Center by Friday, December 12.

g2 SANTAS
WORKSHOP

TOY LIST
GIRLSALLAGES  BOYS ALL AGES
- DOLLS/BARBIEDOLLS  BLOCKS/LEGOS

BLOCKS/LEGOS  ACTION FIGURES
DRESS UP CLOTHES  SPORTS BALLS
"%, STUFFEDANIMALS  STUFFED ANIMALS
S ARTSUPPLIES  BOARD GAMES
Join us for BOARDGAMES  PUZZLES
' EDUCATIONALTOYS  BOOKS
‘gm s, EDUCATIONAL TOYS
Books  TRUCK/CARS
Workshop
TEENAGERS
l g " JEWELRY/WATCHES  MAKE UP/COLOGNE
= T > PURSES/WALLETS  DRINK TUMBLERS
& HAIR STYLING ITEMS  ARTS & CRAFTS
* SPORTSEQUIPMENT  EARBUDS
gpr wilh Wtj’ HOODIES (ANY SIZE)  GIFT CARDS
BLANKETS  SPEAKER (BLUETOOTH)

“Replenish Toys

Sign up here to

volunteer!
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DROP OFF BY DATE 12-12 -25

M-TH 9-4

FRIDAY 9-2

9218. BECKETT, COLUMBIA
QUESTIONS? CALL 931-388-3840
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Angel Tree Gifts for Head Start

It's not too late to grab an angel from the tree in the Bishop’s Room for a child
in Head Start! Head Start is a child development program in Maury County
that provides comprehensive early childhood education, health, nutrition, and
parent involvement services to children and their families. All gifts should be
wrapped and returned to the church by December 14, along with the tag you
pulled from the tree. Thank you for providing for these children!

Meal Train for the Homeless

Beginning November 3, the Family Center will be offering lunch to our homeless population. They
are looking for soups, sandwiches, etc., or monetary donations towards those meals. You can
follow the link to volunteer for a day to bring lunch or to donate financially.

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/zgkm9y

Bell Ringers Needed for the Salvation Army!

Every year The Family Center rings the bells for The Salvation Army. They use
the funds to help people pay their rent and utilities. They also use the money
raised to support their homeless ministry. To sign up to ring a bell you can call
931-388-3840 or follow this link:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BA4AD2CA4FDC25-57838225-
salvation#/

Membership Information in Realm

The church office is continuing an annual review of member information in Realm to ensure we
have up-to-date information for everyone. Realm information forms are available on Sundays in
the Bishop’s Room. Please complete a form for every family member, even if you are already in our
Realm system or have filled out a form in the past.

Once completed you may email your form(s) to office@saintpeterscolumbia.org; mail it to us (311
W. 7th St., Columbia, TN 38401), or drop in the box on the credenza outside of the office. Please
contact Anne if you have any questions, anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org or 931-388-3331.



https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/zgkm9y
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BA4AD2CA4FDC25-57838225-salvation#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BA4AD2CA4FDC25-57838225-salvation#/
mailto:office@saintpeterscolumbia.org
mailto:anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org

December 21, 9 a.m. — Christmas Pageant
Birthday Party for Jesus

December 24 — Christmas Eve Services
3:30 p.m. Choral Prelude and Family Service -Jr
10:30 p.m. Choral Prelude and Midnight Mass

December 25 — Christmas Day Services
10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Service

Visit our website for more information on these events!
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: Sarah Robert, Sr. Warden Larry Trotter Michael Baltimore Pam Williams
St. Peter's Mark Keeton, Jr. Warden Lucia Vining Rick Bolton Connie Hardin

2025 Vestry Members ~ Melanie Lucas-Evanko, Treasurer Ryan Fowler Louis Davis Sonny Scoggins

Becky Clayborne, Clerk Chip Wallace Tracy Moore Ben Wrather

Vestry Meeting Bullet Points from November 24, 2025

Heard positive reports from the Wardens and the Treasurer about a meeting they and the Rector
had with the Bishop, his Canon, and the Diocesan Treasurer that morning at St. Peter’s about our
recent history of giving to the Diocesan operating budget through what is called the “Fair Share”
ask of each congregation.
Heard deeply encouraging report from Larry Trotter about the results thus far of the Stewardship
Pledge Campaign. That campaign has been extended to December 15 to give as much time as
possible to those who wish to share their plans to give in 2025 with the Treasurer.
Approved approx. $1,100 proposal to hire, for the busy month of December only, a person to
ensure that the phones will be answered during business hours from Monday-Friday.
Presented revised job description for our Director of Children and Youth Ministries. That search
continues.
Approved the following recommendations from the Outreach Committee:

o $1,000 to the Family Resource Center of Maury County Schools

o $500 for the Family Center for Christmas hams

o $500 to Paw Pantry through Harvest Share

o $500 to Delta Recovery

o $500 to Center of Hope
Approved facilities use request from the Society of King Charles the Martyr




Sarah Robert, Sr. Warden Larry Trotter Michael Baltimore Pam Williams
St. Peter's Mark Keeton, Jr. Warden Lucia Vining Rick Bolton Connie Hardin
2025 Vestry Members ~ Melanie Lucas-Evanko, Treasurer Ryan Fowler Louis Davis Sonny Scoggins
Becky Clayborne, Clerk Chip Wallace Tracy Moore Ben Wrather

Financial Summary for October 2025

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in October. Our Vestry will receive
a report about our November financials at its next meeting in December. This summary is drawn from
our more detailed Treasurer's Report to the Vestry. Those who would like to see it may find it in the
hallway that leads to the Church Office where it is always posted.

October Year to Date
Plate Revenue $6,228.72 $103,349.89
Pledge Revenue $59,915.65 $305,344.78
Expenses $42,739.23 $456,309.86
Surplus (Deficit) $23,548.15 ($46,045.17)

Thank you for your gifts to God through St. Peter’s. If you have any questions about our finances or
your gifts, please contact our Treasurer, Melanie Lucas-Evanko (melanieevanko@gmail.com).

Gratefully, in Christ,
Chris Bowhay+
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Anne and Byrd Cain 12/6

Jane Anne and Thomas Webster 12/11
e 'HAPPY R . Yvette and Doug Johns 12/14
" . Alyson and Kevin Roberts 12/16
lml W&]l‘) s Sarah and Kevin Benderman 12/16
WY STV AT Alexa and Trevor Hyssong 12/17
. p— . Nancy and Lawrence Culbertson 12/26
Maggie and John Olson 12/27
Nancy and Mike Williams 12/31

Amanda Sloan 12/1  Carol Edwards 12/14

Gina Robinson 12/1  Gary Ledbetter 12/15

Nanette Williams 12/1  Lindsay Sturges 12/16

Raquel Waters 12/2  lennifer Sturges 12/17

Trevor Tuck 12/3  Kelli Phillips 12/17

Caitlin Waters 12/4  Sylvia McAlister 12/18

Avah Gonzalez 12/4  Clark Daniel 12/19

Robert Tuke 12/5  Zac Gafford 12/20

Alexzander Dorozynski 12/6  Lucia Vining 12/20

Rev. Bonnie Lloyd-Downs12/6  Father Jess Reeves  12/20

Pierce Gray 12/7  John Husaim 12/20

Lilly Ballard 12/7  Rick Bolton 12/22

Randolph Lockridge 12/9  Bo Duling 12/23

Nancy Vest 12/9  Riley O'Brien 12/23

Avery Voyles 12/9 Leah Studebaker 12/23

Judy Rich 12/11 Lincoln Ross 12/23

Vernon Yost 12/11 Mitzi Jones 12/25

Lacey Crawford 12/12 Gretchen Kaufmann 12/25

Cynthia Lenninger 12/12 Nathan Whittington 12/27

Bob Tarter 12/13 Matthew Bartol 12/30

Haverly Pennington 12/13 Anne Cain 12/30

Mike Cook 12/14 B.| Naddy 12/31

Rev. Theodore Edwards 12/14
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December 2025 Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
7:00pm-NA F:00pm-MA 10:30am-Holy Eucharist & g:45am-Staff Meeting &6:00pm-Christmas Parade

Healing Service 5:00pm-Men's Fellowship Viewing Party
12:00pm-NA F:00pm-MA. 7:00pm-MA
4:30pm-DOK
5:30pm-Choir

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

B:00am-Holy Eucharist Rite | 7:00pm-NA &:00pm-Sisterhood 10:30am-Haly Eucharist & 5:00pm-Building and Grounds 7-00pm-NA

9:15am-Pageant Practice Gathering Healing Service F-00pm-NA

4:15am-Confirmation Class 7:00pm-MA 12:00pm-NA

10:15am-Haly Eucharist Rite 1| 5:30pm-Chair

and Visit from St Nick

2:00pm-Jr. Cotillion

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

B:00am-Holy Eucharist Rite | &:00pm-Finance and 7:00pm-MA 10:30am-Holy Eucharist & 5:15pm-Estes Committee 7:00pm-NA

9:15am-Pageant Practice Governance Healing Service 6:00pm-Scout Meeting

9:15am-Confirmation Class 7:00pm-NA 12:00pm-NA 7-00pm-NA

9:15am-Good Shepherd Club 5:30pm-Choir

10:15am-Haly Eucharist Rite 1|

3:00pm-Lessons and Carols

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

B:00am-Holy Eucharist Rite | 6:00pm-Vestry 7:00pm-MA 10:30am-Holy Eucharist & 10:00am-Christmas Day 7:00pm-MA

9:15am-Christmas Pageant and 7:00pm-NA Healing Service Service

Birthday Party for Jesus 12:00pm-NA F-00pm-NA

9:15am-Confirmation Class 3:30pm-Christmas Eve Family

10:15am-Holy Eucharist Rite Il Service

11:30am-Vestry Exwec Meeting 10:30pm-Christmas Eve Service

28 29 30 31

B:00am-Holy Eucharist Rite | 7:00pm-NA 7:00pm-MA 10:30am-Haly Eucharist &

9:15am-Good Shepherd Club Healing Service

9:15am-Confirmation Class 12:00pm-NA

10:15am-Holy Eucharist Rite Il 5:30pm-Chair

Updates to the Parish calendar can be found on the website at

https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. Tth Street

Columbia, TN. 38401

Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org
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