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FROM THE DESK OF FR. CHRIS

When a parish has worshiped faithfully together for nearly two centuries—
and for 165 years in the same sacred space—it carries a particular kind of

blessing. Our walls hold generations of prayer; our altar has lifted up the
FROM THE RECTOR'S DESK

hopes, griefs, and gratitude of saints who intercede for us now and will first PAGES 1.2

meet in Heaven. St. Peter’s is not simply a building or an institution; it is a

living inheritance. ANNOUNCEMENTS

PAGES 3-7

This year, as | returned from sabbatical, | came back grateful—grateful for this
parish, for its steadiness, for its faithfulness, and for the deep culture of VESTRY UPDATES
reverence, care, and commitment that defines our common life. Chiefly, I am PAGES 8-3
grateful for our time together. Time away has a way of sharpening vision. It ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS
helps us see what is essential, what is fragile, and what is full of possibility. PAGE 10

We are a healthy congregation. We worship well. We serve faithfully. We care CALENDAR AND LAY SCHEDULE
for one another in real and tangible ways. We steward our traditions with PAGE 11
seriousness and respect. We also serve beyond our walls—quietly,
consistently, and faithfully—through our outreach and care for those in need
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across Maury County. That outward-facing love is not an “extra” part of our
life together; it is a core expression of our faith.

At the same time, while we are welcoming and including new faces and
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change, and the future shape of parish life. These concerns are not signs of Columbia, Tennessee

families, we are also aware of the anxieties that come with this season of
church life: questions about sustainability, staffing, finances, generational

failure—they are signs of honesty. Every faithful church that intends to
endure must face them.
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| believe this is the key: We must know and love who we are so we can share what we are with

others.

Our culture matters. Our liturgy matters. Our history matters. Our patterns of prayer, music,
hospitality, and community life form people in Christ in ways that are deep and lasting. These
are gifts we must honor and protect.

But the gospel also calls us outward. Christ’'s Church is never meant to become closed, inward-
facing, or self-protective. Growth is not about numbers alone—it is about welcome, mission,
openness, and spiritual vitality. It is about making space for people who do not yet know our
customs, our rhythms, or our stories, and helping them find a home here.

We do not need to abandon who we are to grow. We need to live who we are more clearly, more
faithfully, and more visibly.

My hope for this season is not dramatic transformation or frantic expansion. It is something
quieter and stronger: a parish rooted in its identity, confident in its faith, generous in its
welcome, steady in its mission, and faithful in its service to our neighbors. A church that is not
anxious about the future, but attentive to it. Not nostalgic for the past, but grateful for it. A
church that trusts that the God Who has always been with us is still at work among us.

Faithfulness in Christ, not fear, is what carries churches forward. Sacred courage, not nostalgia.
Heart-felt hospitality, not retreat.

| believe God has more life ahead for this parish—not by becoming something else, but by
becoming more fully what Christ has already called and made us to be. Through glad and
galvanizing gratitude, we will pass forward what we have received to generations yet unseen.

Faithfully and gratefully, in Christ,
Chris Bowhay+




Ladies Bible Study

We are planning a Ladies Bible Study entitled "24 Hours That Changed
the World" by Adam Hamilton ($8.49 on Amazon.) We plan to begin
the study on February 10 and go through March 24. We will meet on
Tuesdays at 10:30 am in the lounge. There is a video that goes with the The Men's Fellowship
study. Reading and homework are optional. | think this will be a really meets Thursday,
good Lenten study. If you can please let me know if you are interested,
that would be helpful but not required. Call Vicki Kenney at 931-215-
2430 or email vwkenney@gmail.com.

February 5, in the
Parish Hall at 5 p.m.
Our meal will be
blessed at 6 p.m. Join

Sisterhood Gathering us for great food and

Ladies, let's have an early Valentines celebration with our friends. We fellowship. All men are
will gather Tuesday, February 10, at 6:00 P.M. in the Parish Hall. We'll
have an assortment of finger foods and desserts. Please bring .
something sweet to share. Sisterhood Gatherings are a dinner appetite!
fellowship that offer the opportunity for women in the church to
establish and grow friendships with other women in the church.
RSVP's by Friday, February 6, are appreciated but not required. You
are welcome even if you don't RSVP. Contact Anne to RSVP and for
information; anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org or 931-388-3331 A $10
per person donation is suggested but not required.

welcome. Bring your

Lunch Bunch

Our next Lunch Bunch Gathering will be on Thursday, February 12, at 11:30 A.M. in the Parish Hall. Due
to a scheduling conflict we will meet a week earlier than usual. We'll enjoy a relaxed lunch with good
food and conversation. Menu will be an assortment of sandwiches and salad, with yummy Valentine
treats. Please RSVP by Monday, February 9 to anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org or 931-388-3331. You are
welcome to attend even if you don't RSVP. A $10 per person donation is suggested but not required.

St. Peter’s is a Veteran Military Friendly Congregation

The Veteran Military Friendly Congregation program promotes community, acceptance, and support for
Veterans and their families. Faith is a proven and fundamental component to healing, recovery, and the mental
health well being of veterans. As such, the mission of VMFC is to bring servicemen and women closer to God
and highlight the healing power of God. To learn more about this organization, visit www.vmfc-usa.org/.
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Lenten Supper Speaker Series

Grace is never about what we do for God; it is always about what God has done
for us. Still, there are times when we feel drawn to do something that will draw
us closer to Him. This is the idea behind Christian Formation: over the
centuries, what have Jesus’ followers done to open their awareness of the God
Who is always with us?

During this year’s Wednesday night Lenten Supper Speaker Series, we will
explore different aspects of Christian Formation. After Evening Prayer in the
church at 5:30 P.M. and then a meal at 6:00 P.M., we will hear presentations
from members of St. Peter’s and other Episcopal parishes.

Grace is given before it is ever responded to. Christian prayer and spiritual
practices are not a way of earning God’s favor but a grateful participation in
what God has already done in Christ. Nevertheless, to those who feel called to
this kind of response, such practices can help its practitioners enjoy a stronger
attention to our Lord in heart, mind, and deed.

Please plan to join us at our Lenten gatherings:
5:30 Evening Prayer
6:00 Dinner
6:30 Presentations
7:00 Conclusion

Faithfully,
The Rev. Chris Bowhay, Rector
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ST. PETER'S LENTEN SUPPER SPEAKER SERIES

Lessons in

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

Speaker

REV. KEVIN ROBERTS

Member of St. Peter’s and ordained Baptist
minister

Speaker

REV. DEACON BONNIE
LLOYD-DOWNS

Deacon at St. Peter’s with the Diocese
of Tennessee

Speaker

REV. TED EDWARDS

Naval Chaplain (Retired) and Priest
Associate of St, Peter’s

Speaker

REV. CANON MADELEINE
REBOUCHE

Associate Rector for Outreach and Christian
Formation, Christ Church Cathedral, Nashville

Speaker

REV. COLIN AMBROSE

Vice-Rector, St. George’s Episcopal Church,
Nashville
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All students grades 6-12 are welcome to come to the Youth Ministry Room for EYC meetings!
They are held every other Wednesday from 6:00-7:30 PM for an evening of food, fun, and
spiritual formation. Henry Whitaker, Summer Camp and Program Manager of Camp NaCoMe,
will lead the gathering with the help of Fr. Chris and other adults. Please RSVP to the office at
931-388-3331 and let us know of any food allergies. We are very excited for the return of this
richly beneficial event! We will see you February 4 and February 18 this month!

There’s still time to register for Camp NaCoMe! The 2026 Spring Youth Retreat is scheduled
for February 20-22, and there are also multiple summer camp options to choose from. Please
click below on the flyers for more information. If you would like to attend the spring retreat,
download the registration form linked below and turn the completed form in to the office
ASAP! Summer camp registrations may be completed online.

g N e =

2026 Schedule

Week |: May 3| - June 5
[ Week 2: June 7 - 12
2026 Spring Youth Retreat i Week 3: June IY - 19
February 20-22, 2026 b b ! Week Y: June 2| - 26
y i Grades 27 through 12:

Come join the fun .. Tiered Pricing available
at NaCoMe! ,'m‘. £ 1% -
— i i
17 or older?.

Get more out of camp
32]12 Sulphur Creek Rd. this year and work as
Pleas

easantville, TN 37033 a counselor or rec

Want to know more?
931-729-9723

summercam, p@nacome.org Contact Us 0931.129.9723 ) summerCamp@NaCoMe.org
Click here to download the Click here to visit the
Spring Youth Retreat NaCoMe website and
Registration Form register for summer camps
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THE TENNESSEE CHAPTER OF THE
SOCIETY OF KING CHARLES THE MARTYR

Commemorates the Feast of Saint Charles, King and Martyr

REMEMBER/

11:00 AM, Saturday, 7 February 2026
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. 7™ St., Columbia, Tennessee 38401

Charles Stuart was born 1600, son of James I of England and VI of Scotland. In 1625, Charles became King on the
death of his father, James.

Oliver Cromwell and his followers were opposed to both King and the Church and were anxious to protestantize
the Church and make it into a Presbyterian-Puritan body; whereupon, in 1645, Civil War broke out, and Charles
was taken prisoner to await trial. After the mockery of a trial, Charles prepared for his death. On 30 January 1649
King Charles I was martyred for refusing to abolish the Church and the order of bishops.

In 1660, after eleven years of persecution, Church and monarchy were restored, and 30 January was set aside as a
special day of remembrance of the King's martyrdom. In 1661, the Convocation of Canterbury and York canonized
Charles and added his name to the Kalendar of Saints. But for Charles I, under God, the Church would not have
been restored intact at the Restoration.

In 2015, the General Convention of the Episcopal Church added “January 30, Charles I of England, King and
Martyr, 1649” to its Kalendar of Saints in the Book of Common Prayer.

The Tennessee Chapter of the Society of King Charles the Martyr
For more details visit: www.tnskcm.org



http://www.tnskcm.org/

Sarah Robert, Sr. Warden Larry Trotter Michael Baltimore Pam Williams
Lucia Vining Rick Bolton Connie Hardin

St. Peter's Mark Keeton, Jr. Warden
Ryan Fowler Louis Davis Sonny Scoggins

2026 Vestry Members ~ Melanie Lucas-Evanko, Treasurer
Becky Clayborne, Clerk Chip Wallace Tracy Moore Ben Wrather

Vestry Meeting Bullet Points from January 26, 2026

e Approved a budget for 2026 recommended by the Finance and Governance
Committee that will be presented at the next Parish Meeting that draws $10,000

for Outreach from our General Endowment Fund.




Sarah Robert, Sr. Warden Larry Trotter Michael Baltimore Pam Williams

St. Peter's Mark Keeton, Jr. Warden Lucia Vining Rick Bolton Connie Hardin
2026 Vestry Members ~ Melanie Lucas-Evanko, Treasurer Ryan Fowler Louis Davis Sonny Scoggins

Becky Clayborne, Clerk Chip Wallace Tracy Moore Ben Wrather

Financial Summary for End of Year 2025

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity last year. This summary is
drawn from our more detailed Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry. Those who would like to see it may
find it in the hallway that leads to the Church Office where it is always posted.

Budgeted Actual
Plate Revenue $125,000.00 $158,603.89
Pledge Revenue $383,038.00 $399,898.96
Expenses $566.051.00 $583,581.37
Surplus (Deficit) ($55,513.00) ($20,506.50)

Plate Revenue (that is, gifts that come in that are not pledged) totaled almost 130% of what we
expected. Pledge Revenue totaled over 104% of what was expected. Were it not for a one-time
pension expense, which was covered by the cash in our Operating Account to preserve our General
Endowment, we would have ended the year with an almost $8,000 surplus. This is a tremendous
testimony to our congregation’s trust in God and generosity, and we thank you.

Thank you for your gifts to God through St. Peter’s. If you have any questions about our finances or
your gifts, please contact our Treasurer, Melanie Lucas-Evanko (melanieevanko@gmail.com).

Faithfully,
Chris Bowhay+
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Bridget and Bill Fancher 2/1

Pam and Joey Phillips 2/14

Connie Hardin and Kile Patrick 2/25

Liz Cooley andKeith Click  2/25

Lucy and Gary Ledbetter 2/25
Jim Barrier 2/1  Mary Dale Fitzgerald 2/14
Pete Sloan 2/4  John Fitzgerald 2/16
Laura Fuller 2/4  Philip Donovan 2/16
Claire Voyles 2/4  Margaret Berry Kennedy 2/17
Sonny Scoggins 2/7  Lawrence Culbertson 2/19
Tracy Voyles 2/7  RichlJune 2/19
Louis Holloway 2/8 Thomas Webster 2/20
Lili Finney 2/8  JimmyWaters 2/20
Dave Glowacki 2/8  Carol Baker 2/20
Carol Davis 2/8  Peter Morris 2/21
Mark Brunner 2/9  BarbaraDreher 2/22
Tammy Walton 2/9  Frances Tuck 2/22
Whit Whittington 2/9  Maurice McGee 2/23
Jacob Holmes 2/10 Thomas Hutto 2/24
EleanorDyer 2/10 ShelbyKarp 2/24
Grayson Carini 2/10 JohnBrown 2/26
LynnJune 2/11 Michael Shockley 2/28
Sparrow Douglas 2/13 Douglas Joyce 2/28
Joey Phillips 2/14
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26 Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8:00am-Holy Eucharist Rite | 7:00pm-NA 7:00pm-NA 10:30am-Holy Eucharist & 11:00-5taff Meeting

9:15am-5unday School Healing Service 5:00pm-Men’s Fellowship

9:15am-Confirmation Class 12:00pm-NA 5:30pm-Choir

10:15am-Holy Eucharist Rite Il 12:00pm-DOK 7:00pm-NA 11:00am-Society of King
5:30pm-Potluck Dinner and Charles the Martyr Service
Annual Parish Meeting 7:00pm-NA

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

8:00am-Holy Eucharist Rite | 7:00pm-NA 10:30am-Women's Bible 10:30am-Holy Eucharist & 11:30am-Lunch Bunch 7:00pm-NA

9:15am-Sunday School Study Healing Service 5:00pm-Building and Grounds

9:15am-Confirmation Class 6:00pm-Sisterhood 12:00pm-NA 7:00pm-NA

9:15am-Good Shepherds Club Gathering 5:30pm-Choir

10:15am-Holy Eucharist Rite Il 7:00pm-NA

2:00pm-Jr. Cotillion

15 o 16 17 _ 18 19 _ 20 21

8:00am-Holy Eucharist Rite | 6:00pm-Finance and 10:30am-Women's Bible 5:15pm-Estes Committee 7:00pm-NA

9:15am-5unday School Governance Study 6:45am-Ash Wednesday Service | 5:30pm-Choir

10:15am-Holy Eucharist Rite Il 7:00pm-NA 7:00pm-NA 12:00pm-NA 6:00pm-Scout Meeting

3:00pm-Mother/Daughter Tea 12:00pm-Ash Wednesday 6:00pm-Outreach Committee
Service 7:00pm-NA
7:00pm-Ash Wednesday Service

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

8:00am-Holy Eucharist Rite | 6:00pm-Vestry Meeting 10:30am-Wamen's Bible 10:30am-Holy Eucharist & 5:30pm-Choir 7:00pm-NA

9:15am-Sunday School 7:00pm-NA Study Healing Service 7:00pm-NA

9:15am-Good Shepherds Club 7:00pm-NA 12:00pm-NA

10:15am-Holy Eucharist Rite Il 5:30pm-Evening Prayer

11:30am-Vestry Exec. 6:00pm-Lenten Supper

Committee

Updates to the Parish calendar can be found on the website at

https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. Tth Street

Columbia, TN. 38401

Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org
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