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Holy Week: The Drama of Our Salvation

Holy Week is not a pageant we watch. It is a drama we enter. Across these sacred days, the
Church invites us to walk step by step into the heart of God. We do not merely remember
what happened long ago in Jerusalem; we discover what is always happening within us — our
longing, our betrayal, our fear, our hope — and, above all, God’s relentless grace.

In Holy Week, as in life itself, Christ does not simply act for us. He gathers us into His
movement: from acclaim to abandonment, from darkness to light, from death to life.

Palm Sunday: The Shouting Crowd

Holy Week begins in paradox.

We receive palms and sing “Hosanna!” as the crowd did when Jesus entered Jerusalem. The
palm branch is a sign of victory, of hope, of expectation. The palm branch signals victory and
hope. We process with joy.

Then everything changes.

We stand and read the Passion. We take the part of the crowd. We cry, “Crucify him.” The
same lips that praised now condemn.

Palm Sunday confronts us with an uncomfortable truth: we are divided within ourselves. We
want a savior — but often on our own terms. We welcome Christ when we believe He will
secure our plans, heal our wounds, or absolve our guilt and regret. But when His way leads to
surrender and self-giving love, we hesitate.

The palm in our hand becomes a mirror. It reveals how quickly triumph gives way to fear. The
Passion places us inside the story, not as spectators but as participants. Yet grace already
moves. Jesus enters the city knowing what awaits Him. He walks freely toward the Cross. The
Passion does not show human cruelty winning; it shows divine love refusing to withdraw.

http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/


Christ loves the crowd that cheers and the crowd that condemns — because they are the same crowd. They are us.

Maundy Thursday: Love to the End

On Maundy Thursday, the tone grows intimate.

We gather to remember the Last Supper — the night Jesus gave us the Eucharist and commanded us to love one
another. “Maundy” comes from mandatum: “Love one another as I have loved you.” Then the priest kneels. The basin
waits. The washing of feet begins.

This act does not express politeness. It embodies vulnerability. To have our feet washed requires trust; to wash
another’s feet requires humility. The Lord of glory kneels before His friends. Peter protests because he understands the
scandal. We protest inwardly for the same reason. We prefer strength and dignity. But Christ reveals that self-giving
love defines the life of God.

Maundy Thursday confronts our resistance to receiving love. We would rather earn it. Yet Jesus insists: “Unless I wash
you, you have no share with me.” Grace begins not in our service to God, but in God’s service to us.

We strip the altar. We leave in silence. The One who knelt to wash our feet goes out alone to pray.

Good Friday: The Cross

Good Friday tells the truth without sentiment. We claim no triumph. We arrange no flowers. We hear the Passion, pray
for the world, and kneel before the Cross. Here we confront suffering: betrayal, injustice, abandonment, violence, and
the apparent silence of God.

Good Friday names the places in our lives where things have died — dreams, certainty, health, control. The Cross tells
the truth about love in a broken world.

Yet we call this day “Good.” We call it good not because suffering is good, but because God has entered it. In Christ, God
does not remain distant from pain. He absorbs it. He forgives from within it: “Father, forgive them.”

The Cross declares that sin and death do not speak the final word. Love does.

We leave in silence. Nothing resolves. And that silence matters.

The Easter Vigil: Light in the Night

The Great Vigil begins in darkness. We kindle a new fire. We light the Paschal candle. We follow its light into the
darkened church. “The Light of Christ.” “Thanks be to God.”
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The Exultet, which has been sung in Christian congregations since the 4  century, proclaims, “This is the night.” It
dares to announce that Christ has broken the prison-bars of death. It even calls Adam’s fall a “happy fault” — not
because sin is good, but because God has wrought greater redemption through it.

th

We do not deny the night. We begin within it. But we refuse to remain there.

Fiery light spreads from the Paschal to our candle and one another’s candles until the church glows. We hear the
story of salvation. Water is blessed. We renew our baptismal promises.

Resurrection does not mean optimism. It means God has acted decisively in the face of death. No darkness
proves final.

Easter Day: Flowering the Cross

On Easter morning, brightness replaces shadow.

In our parish custom, the children flower the Cross. What stood bare now blooms with color. They do not erase
the Cross; they transform it. There is something profoundly right about children doing this work. They take the
instrument of death and adorn it with life. They do not erase the Cross; they transform it.

Easter does not deny Good Friday. It transfigures it. The risen Lord still bears His wounds, but they shine with
glory. He defeats death from the inside. Easter tells us that the hardest places in our lives are not wasted. What
seems barren may yet bloom. What appears final, Christ may open into eternity.

Holy Week traces the whole arc of our lives: praise and betrayal, service and surrender, suffering and silence,
darkness and light, death and resurrection. At every point, grace precedes us. Christ enters knowing our instability
and loves us still. He kneels to wash feet that will run away. He forgives from the Cross. He descends into the
grave. He rises and calls us His own. Therefore, Holy Week does not simply mark a season. It reveals the pattern
of God’s unshakeable love. And that love — stronger than death — speaks the final word.

Faithfully, 
Chris Bowhay+
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Men's
Fellowship

The Men’s Fellowship
will not meet in March

or April. We will
resume dinners in May.

Stay tuned to the
website and calendar
for more information!

The Veteran Military Friendly Congregation program promotes community, acceptance, and support for
Veterans and their families. Faith is a proven and fundamental component to healing, recovery, and the mental
health well being of veterans. As such, the mission of VMFC is to bring  servicemen and women closer to God
and highlight the healing power of God. To learn more about this organization, visit www.vmfc-usa.org/.

St. Peter’s is a Veteran Military Friendly Congregation 

Our Ladies Bible Study continues this month. We’re reading
"24 Hours That Changed the World" by Adam Hamilton
($8.49 on Amazon.) The study goes through March 24, and
we meet on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. in the lounge. There is a
video that goes with the study. Reading and homework are
optional. Please contact Vicki Kenney at 931-215-2430 or
email vwkenney@gmail.com if you’re interested in attending!

Tracy Voyles will also be leading a weekend bible study on
Sundays at 3:00 p.m. 

Ladies Bible Study

Sisterhood Gathering and Lunch Bunch Paused
We will not have a Sisterhood Gathering or Lunch Bunch in
March due to Lent. We will resume both events in April!

Going forward, the office at St. Peter’s will be open
Wednesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. - noon, and
12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

New Office Hours

Daylight Saving Time
It’s finally time to spring forward! Before you go to bed on
Saturday, March 7, move your clocks ahead by one hour.  

http://www.vmfc-usa.org/
mailto:vwkenney@gmail.com
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Lenten Supper Speaker Series 
We had a wonderful first Lenten Supper meal with the Rev. Kevin Roberts
leading a discussion The Examen. Weekly meals and speakers continue through
the end of March. Join us each Wednesday for evening prayer at 5:30 p.m.,
dinner at 6:00 p.m. and a speaker!
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Holy Week and Easter
Palm Sunday, March 29
Services at 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. The 10:15 a.m. service
will be livestreamed on YouTube and Facebook.
 
Wednesday, April 1
6:00 p.m. - Tenebrae Service, livestreamed on YouTube
and Facebook.
 
Maundy Thursday, April 2
6:00 p.m. - The Liturgy of Maundy Thursday,
commemorating the Last Supper. The service includes
washing of feet, the Holy Eucharist, and Stripping of the
Altar.
 
Good Friday, April 3
12:00 p.m. - Ecumenical service of scripture, prayer and
song. This service partners First Methodist, First
Presbyterian, and St. Peter’s.
3:00 p.m. - Stations of the Cross (Chapel, St. Peter's)
6:00 p.m. - The Liturgy of Good Friday (Nave, St. Peter's).
This service will be livestreamed on YouTube and
Facebook.
 
Holy Saturday, April 4
7:00 p.m. - Easter Vigil, livestreamed on YouTube and
Facebook.
 
Easter Sunday, April 5
Services at 8:00 a.m., 9:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
The 9:15 a.m. service will be livestreamed on YouTube and
Facebook.
Enjoy a candy hunt on the front lawn immediately after the
9:15 a.m. service!

Holy Week &

Easter Service

Times

You are invited to experience the
passion, death, and resurrection of

Jesus through the Liturgy. 



EYC will continue through Lent! All students in grades 6-12 are welcome to join
the gathering on Wednesdays through March from 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. We will
join with the rest of the congregation for Evening Prayer in the church at 5:30
p.m., then the youth will be first in line to get their meal at 6:00 p.m. and bring it
downstairs to the Youth Room. Programing and social time will conclude at 7:30
p.m. Bring your friends!

Here’s the remaining EYC schedule through the end of the current school year:
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March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25

April 1
April 15
April 29

May 13 
(last EYC of spring semester)



Let's band together to make a difference in our community! Each month in 2026, the
Outreach Committee invites our parish to join us in showering donations on the
month's featured partner organization.

Our spotlight organization for March is the Maury County Public Schools Family
Resource Center!

The MCPS Family Resource Center works in partnership with parents, the
community, other local agencies, the schools themselves, and businesses to help
each child succeed in school. The Family Resource Center helps find resources, gives
parents support, and works through different issues with students and families. In
addition to providing educational programs and classes to families, the Family
Resource Center also provides tangible items to students in need. 

Please join us in donating the following items to help the Family Resource Center's
mission:

Jogger pants (sizes youth small to adult 2XL)
Underwear and panties (sizes youth 5 to adult 3XL)
Toothbrushes and toothpaste
Hairbrushes and hair ties
Shampoo and conditioner 
Deodorant
Feminine care products

Donations can be added to the bin on the Parish Hall stage. Please partner with us
during the month of March in supporting our community's school-age youth through
this worthy organization.

Please direct any questions to Jill Shockley at 615-948-4679.
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Outreach Needs



St. Peter’s has a few volunteer opportunities on Sundays and throughout the week.
Please contact the office or the email address/website listed if you are interested in
helping out.

1 or 2 acolyte "angels" to help with the acolytes as they vest on Sunday morning
and to organize and care for their Albs.
There is an ongoing need for new members of the Altar Guild. Membership in the
Altar Guild is an honor and privilege to serve in God's sanctuary and at His table,
an individual offering of service to our Lord.
Team members to plan, prepare and host the monthly Sisterhood Gatherings.
Contact Anne Ciccoline, anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org
Team members to plan, prepare and host the monthly Seniors Lunch Bunch
Gatherings. Contact Anne Ciccoline, anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org
The St. Peter's choir is always looking for new members to serve with them. They
rehearse on Wednesday evening at 5:30pm (except during Lent). Please contact
our Director of Music, Peter Douglas, for more information.
choirdirector@saintpeterscolumbia.org
Sleep in Heavenly Peace needs volunteers on Saturdays in March from 9am-
12pm to build beds. Visit their website for information on volunteering with them:
https://shpbeds.org/volunteer/
The Well Outreach food pantry is always looking for volunteers at their Spring Hill
and Mt. Pleasant locations. Visit their website for information on volunteering
with them: https://thewelloutreach.org
Family Center needs volunteers Monday-Thursday for their homeless program.
They also need volunteers to provide meals for the Warming Center. They have a
sign up on MealTrain. Please call The Family Center for more information at 931-
388-3840.
The Flower Guild needs some volunteers who will pick up and deliver small flower
arrangements to shut ins or home-bound parishioners.
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St. Peter’s Volunteer Needs

mailto:anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org
mailto:anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org
mailto:choirdirector@saintpeterscolumbia.org
https://shpbeds.org/volunteer/
https://thewelloutreach.org/
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VESTRY
 MARCH 2026

St. Peter's 
2026 Vestry Members 

Mark Keeton, Sr. Warden
Louis Davis, Jr. Warden
Ken Horner, Treasurer

Beth Tarter, Clerk

Michael Baltimore
Ryan Fowler
Rick Bolton

Pam Williams

Vestry Meeting Bullet Points from February 23, 2026

Reviewed Sunday collection counting system to prepare for Monday deposits

Toured the entire facility to ensure awareness of our entire campus

Reviewed access to Google Drive where all documents relating to the Vestry are

stored

Approved Silent Auction of recently donated fine, limited edition St. John’s print

Added Senior Warden, Rector, and Deacon Bonnie to our Christian Life Vestry

Committee

Approved Outreach requests:

$1,000 for Fresh Start (from Outreach line item)

$1,000 for Veteran’s Service Office (from Outreach line item)

$1,000 for Pay Grace Forward (from Outreach line item)

Tracy Moore
Susan Bailey
Buzz Lovell

Ginger Moon

Sonny Scoggins
John Breyfogle

Bill Riley
Amanda Havlicek

1

1The approved 2026 Budget shared at our Annual Parish Meeting shows $0 for Outreach,
which may give an inaccurate impression. That Budget includes a distribution of
$10,000 from our General Endowment to support our Outreach Ministries. Furthermore,
additional distributions from two Designated Funds are directed to Outreach Ministries:
the Hales Fund and the B.I. Naddy Fund. The Vestry is preparing a presentation to the
congregation that will clarify our use of Funds and how they impact our budget.
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VESTRY
MARCH 2026

Financial Summary for January 2026

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in January. Our Vestry will
receive a report about our February financials at its next meeting in March. This summary is drawn
from our more detailed Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry. Those who would like to see it may find it in
the hallway that leads to the Church Office where it is always posted.

St. Peter's 
2026 Vestry Members 

Thank you for your gifts to God through St. Peter’s. If you have any questions about our finances or
your gifts, please contact Treasurer Ken Horner (ken.horner1952@gmail.com).

Faithfully,
Chris Bowhay+

Mark Keeton, Sr. Warden
Louis Davis, Jr. Warden
Ken Horner, Treasurer

Beth Tarter, Clerk

Michael Baltimore
Ryan Fowler
Rick Bolton

Pam Williams

Tracy Moore
Susan Bailey
Buzz Lovell

Ginger Moon

Sonny Scoggins
John Breyfogle

Bill Riley
Amanda Havlicek

mailto:ken.horner1952@gmail.com
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March 2026 Calendar

March 2026 Lay Schedule
Rotunda Ministry Scheduler

Updates to the Parish calendar can be found on the website at
https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/

https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/30/web-terminal/login/stpeterscolumbia
https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/


e-mail: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org     
Father Chris Bowhay: priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org

Website: www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. 7th Street
Columbia, TN. 38401
Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter's Episcopal Church

mailto:office@saintpeterscolumbia.org
mailto:priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org
http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/

