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Just a few miles from Columbia, tucked quietly into the countryside of

Ashwood, stands St. John’s Episcopal Church—a place where time

seems to slow, and where the past presses gently but unmistakably into

the present. Built between 1839 and 1842 under the leadership of

Bishop Leonidas Polk, this small Gothic Revival church has witnessed

nearly two centuries of faith, conflict, loss, and endurance.

At first glance, St. John’s can feel like a relic—beautiful, still, and

removed from the pace of modern life. Its wooden structure, its

surrounding graves, and its rural setting seem to belong to another

world. And in many ways, it does. It was born in the antebellum South,

constructed by enslaved laborers, and shaped by a social and spiritual

order very different from our own. 

Yet to stop there—to see it merely as a preserved artifact—would be to

miss its deeper significance. Because St. John’s is not simply a building.

It is a witness.

It witnessed the bold faith of a frontier church, where worshippers

gathered long before our current institutions existed. It witnessed the

tragedy and upheaval of the Civil War, when soldiers ransacked its

sanctuary and later converted it into a hospital. It witnessed decline,

too, as attendance dwindled and regular services ceased in 1915.

http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/


And still—it remains. That persistence matters.

In a culture that often equates vitality with constant activity, St. John’s offers a different vision:

that faithfulness is not always loud, not always large, not always visible. Sometimes faithfulness

looks like endurance. Sometimes it looks like being still and waiting.

Once a year, when the people of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church gather there for the Whitsunday

pilgrimage (as we will do again on May 24), something remarkable happens. The building comes

alive again—not as a museum, but as a church. Prayers are spoken. Hymns are sung. The Word

is proclaimed. And for a moment, the centuries collapse into one continuous act of worship.

That moment reveals something essential: the Church is never merely the present generation. It

is a Sacred Communion that stretches backward and forward in time. We do not invent the Faith

—we receive it. And places like St. John’s remind us of that inheritance.

In our own time, we are not so different from those who once filled its pews. We wrestle with

division. We carry burdens of history. We wonder whether what we are building will last. We ask

whether our efforts matter.

St. John’s answers—not with words, but with presence. It tells us that what is offered to God is

never lost. It tells us that even when institutions falter, the faith itself endures. It tells us that

beauty, once given to God, continues to bear witness long after its builders are gone. And

perhaps most importantly, it invites us into humility.

Because when we stand at St. John’s—among the graves, beneath the trees, inside those quiet

walls—we are reminded that we are only one chapter in a much larger story. Others came

before us. Others will come after us. The Church does not depend on any one generation, but

each generation is entrusted with its care.

That is our calling now. To receive what has been handed down. To tend it faithfully in our own

time. And to pass it on to those who will come after us.
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St. John’s Ashwood is not just about the past. It is about continuity. It is about the quiet, steady

work of God across generations. And in that sense, it is not distant from us at all.

Chris Bowhay+

This picture comes from Trotwood’s Monthly, Vol. I, No. 3, December 1905, as found in Gutenberg.org
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Men's
Fellowship

The Men’s Fellowship
meets Thursday, May
7, in the Parish Hall at
5 p.m. Our meal will
be blessed at 6 p.m.

Join us for great food
and fellowship. All
men are welcome.

Bring your appetite! 

The Veteran Military Friendly Congregation program promotes community, acceptance, and support for
Veterans and their families. Faith is a proven and fundamental component to healing, recovery, and the mental
health well being of veterans. As such, the mission of VMFC is to bring  servicemen and women closer to God
and highlight the healing power of God. To learn more about this organization, visit www.vmfc-usa.org/.

St. Peter’s is a Veteran Military Friendly Congregation 

Sisterhood Gathering
Sisterhood Gatherings are a dinner fellowship that offer the opportunity for
women in the church to establish and grow friendships with other women in
the church. We will meet Tuesday, May 12, at La Fuente at 6:00pm. The
restaurant is located at 1412 Trotwood Ave Ste 6, Columbia in the Neely's Mill
Shopping Center.
 
RSVP's by May 8 are appreciated so the office can make arrangements. You
are welcome even if you don't RSVP.  Contact Anne to RSVP and for
information; anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org or 931-388-3331

Graduation Lawn Signs
Graduation is upon us and this year St. Peter's would like to honor our
local high school graduates with a congratulations lawn sign! Any families
who want to honor their graduate may send their photos and information
to Lynn June (junehome7@gmail.com) no later than May 4. 
 
For all other graduates who are earning a degree or certification in 2026,
please forward a picture and info to Lynn so they will be recognized. The
Graduation Sunday celebration will take place Sunday, May 17. Please
contact Lynn at 931-922-1009 if you have any questions.

Do you have 2 ½ hours to make an impact on someone else’s life? St. Peter’s hosts the People’s Table at
Columbia First Methodist Church during the month of May. Volunteers are needed from approximately
10:00 AM until 12:30 PM on May 1, 8, 15, and 22. Contributions to purchase food served are always welcome.
Just designate “People’s Table” on your donation. Food that is served is supported ONLY by the donations
that are designated for St. Peter’s People’s Table Account. If you can help, please contact Maurice or Donna
McGee. THANK YOU! 
Maurice—863-528-4302 
Donna—931-629-1127 

People’s Table

http://www.vmfc-usa.org/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Fck%2Fa%3F!%26%26p%3D957f8b7b48a66813cd999f54d9a1b1e3855423141ea8db2d76404a75fa2e6903JmltdHM9MTc2MTY5NjAwMA%26ptn%3D3%26ver%3D2%26hsh%3D4%26fclid%3D2d60caed-d370-6857-2444-d81ad25c69fd%26u%3Da1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9NTZ-fkVtYmVkZGVkfkFkZHJlc3NfTGluayZ0eT0xOCZxPUxhJTIwRnVlbnRlJnNzPXlwaWQuWU44NzN4MzA2MzEwODE4Njc2NjU2NjEwNiZwcG9pcz0zNS42MDAzODc1NzMyNDIxOV8tODcuMDc2ODUwODkxMTEzMjhfTGElMjBGdWVudGVfWU44NzN4MzA2MzEwODE4Njc2NjU2NjEwNn4mY3A9MzUuNjAwMzg4fi04Ny4wNzY4NTEmdj0yJnNWPTEmRk9STT1NUFNSUEw%26ntb%3D1&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8b983b6c66ff45032b1208dea61b11b2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639130832345898610%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ayrjLUzKoS5qgTWKyfMV0Dz4b2JuAfX%2B5zIia12aAiA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org
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WHITSUNDAY
Whitsunday Services

May 24, 2026 at 10 a.m.
St. John's Episcopal Church

6497 Trotwood Avenue

Potluck picnic on the grounds after
the service concludes

All are invited to our annual Whitsunday services at St. John's Ashwood! 

Following the service, we will proceed to the historic graveyard to pray over the Bishops’
graves and our monument to the enslaved Communicants whose artisanship and labor
built the church. A covered dish picnic on the grounds of St. John’s will follow. If you plan
to attend the picnic, please bring a dish to share so we will have enough food. St. Peter’s will
provide fried chicken for all, as well as water, lemonade, plates, cups, and utensils. We
also encourage you to bring lawn chairs and blankets to spread out for the picnic. The St.
John’s Board will also provide portable restroom facilities. 

We will not have a bishop present at Whitsunday this year. 

Remember that there is no running water at the church and the only air conditioning is
what passes through the open side windows. Please plan accordingly. 



All students in grades 6-12 are invited to our last EYC of the semester on
May 6! Details are still pending, but please make plans to attend! Grab
your friends and bring them out for this final event before summer break!

Lock-in details are pending, but the date is set for Friday, May 22. Keep
this date open and we will send more information as soon as it is available!
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EYC Wednesday nights!

May 6
(last EYC of spring

semester)

Please welcome Liz Nelson to St. Peter's. Liz will be the new friendly
face at our front desk three days per week starting May 4. Liz has
lived in Columbia for four years and is a Michigan native. She brings
extensive experience as a Loan Officer with LAFCU Credit Union, and
Education Coordinator with HCA Healthcare to this job. In addition to
her professional experience, she is delightful to be around, loves to
help, and looks forward to supporting the clergy, ministries and
members of St. Peter's. Starting May 11 the church office will be open
Monday - Friday, 9am - 3pm, and closed from 12-12:30pm for lunch.

Newest Addition to the St. Peter's Office Staff



Let's band together to make a difference in our community! Each month in 2026, the Outreach
Committee invites our parish to join us in showering donations on the month's featured partner
organization.

Our spotlight organization for May is The Maury County Veteran Service Office.

The main function of the VSO is to assist veterans in dealing with the Department of Veterans
Affairs, such as filing of claims for compensation and/or pensions, filing for medical
reimbursement, and applying for medical treatment at Veterans medical centers. The VSO also
operates a food pantry for veterans, which is open Monday and Wednesday from 8:00 AM to 4:00
PM. Unfortunately, their food pantry has started to dwindle, and this is where St. Peter's comes
into play!

During the month of May, please join us in filling the VSO's pantry with the following urgent needs:

Canned Pork & Beans
Canned Fruit
Canned Beef Stew
Canned Chicken
Canned Roast Beef
Canned Chili
Canned Ravioli
Canned Progressive Soups
Canned Soups (Chicken, Tomato)
Crackers
Jelly
Mac & Cheese
Shelf-Stable Milk
Small Bags of Sugar

**Please make sure your donated food items are not past their expiration dates.**

Donations can be added to the bin on the Parish Hall stage. Please partner with us this month to
show love to our local veterans!

Please direct any questions to Jill Shockley at 615-948-4679.
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Outreach Needs for May

Small Containers of Mustard
Small Bags of Rice
Small Salt & Pepper Shakers
Pop-Tarts
SPAM
Instant Potatoes
Cases of Water
Biscuits
Packs of Cheese
Butter
Disinfectant Wipes
Hand/Baby Wipes
Shampoo & Conditioner
Paper Towels
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The Episcopal Churchmen of Tennessee invite all men of the diocese to St. Ann’s in
Nashville for an evening of fellowship and dinner with Bishop Bauerschmidt. Enjoy good
conversation and food, hear a few words from the Bishop, and learn details on the
upcoming Laymen's Conference to be held at St. Mary's Conference Center in Sewanee
August 7-9. 

The fellowship dinner is Wednesday, May 13, at 6:00pm with dinner beginning at 6:30pm.
Cost per person for dinner is $15. 

St. Ann's is located at 419 Woodland Street in Nashville. Parking in the St. Ann's lot will be
free since this is a church event. RSVP by Friday, May 8 to this link.

Episcopal Churchmen of Tennessee Fellowship

Making Palm Crosses

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdU4NfC44__SnquroBLB8OnmI-VE0BfhL4MhPU-B29wGyXDYQ/viewform
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Easter Sunday
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VESTRY
 MAY 2026

St. Peter's 
2026 Vestry Members 

Mark Keeton, Sr. Warden
Louis Davis, Jr. Warden
Ken Horner, Treasurer

Beth Tarter, Clerk

Michael Baltimore
Ryan Fowler
Rick Bolton

Pam Williams

Vestry Meeting Bullet Points from April 27, 2026
Voted to pay for the repair of the portrait of Leonidas Polk which fell from the Parish Hall wall with funds

designated by the Vestry for the purpose of creating and maintaining portraits of the church’s Rectors. (The

money is not coming from the Operating Account or the annual budget.)

Approved the Outreach Committee’s request to give the following amounts to the following charitable

organizations:

$1,000 for Maury County Students in Crisis from the Outreach Budget

$1,000 for Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) from the Outreach Budget

Heard report about the completion of the Sanctuary Doorway project

Discussed proposal to hire Henry Whitaker as a part-time Youth Minister. The final decision will take place

at the June Vestry Meeting.

Heard reports on several Youth Ministry Fundraising events:

Mule Day parking spaces and concession sales: approx. $800

St. John’s print featured at the Wednesday Lenten Suppers: approx. $350

Discussed a revision of our Benevolence ministry to those who need help paying their utility bills, rent,

transportation, and other basic needs.

Heard report that a QR code is now featured at the beginning of our livestreamed services to help viewers

give.

Completed the staffing of part-time Front Desk assistants so that the church office can once again be open

five days each week.

Tracy Moore
Susan Bailey
Buzz Lovell

Ginger Moon

Sonny Scoggins
John Breyfogle

Bill Riley
Amanda Havlicek

Heard Rector’s report about Sunday attendance, pastoral care needs and visits, our

Holy Week services (including our Good Friday Ecumenical service), visitor/new

membership pipeline, and the Bishop’s Search Committee.
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VESTRY
MAY 2026

Financial Summary for March 2026

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in March. This summary is
drawn from our more detailed Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry. Those who would like to see it may
find it in the hallway that leads to the Church Office where it is always posted.

St. Peter's 
2026 Vestry Members 

Thank you for your gifts to God through St. Peter’s. If you have any questions about our finances or
your gifts, please contact Treasurer Ken Horner (ken.horner1952@gmail.com).

Faithfully,
Chris Bowhay+

Mark Keeton, Sr. Warden
Louis Davis, Jr. Warden
Ken Horner, Treasurer

Beth Tarter, Clerk

Michael Baltimore
Ryan Fowler
Rick Bolton

Pam Williams

Tracy Moore
Susan Bailey
Buzz Lovell

Ginger Moon

Sonny Scoggins
John Breyfogle

Bill Riley
Amanda Havlicek

mailto:ken.horner1952@gmail.com
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May 2026 Calendar

May 2026 Lay Schedule
Rotunda Ministry Scheduler

Updates to the Parish calendar can be found on the website at
https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/

https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/30/web-terminal/login/stpeterscolumbia
https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/


e-mail: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org     
Father Chris Bowhay: priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org

Website: www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. 7th Street
Columbia, TN. 38401
Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter's Episcopal Church

mailto:office@saintpeterscolumbia.org
mailto:priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org
http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/
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