VOL. MMXXVI - ISSUET - JULY 2026

A PUBLICATION OF ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

FROM THE DESK OF FR. CHRIS

Bishop Search Update

The search for the next bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Tennessee has

entered a new phase. After first convening in August 2025, the Search FROM THE RECTOR'S DESK
Committee completed its work and submitted a slate of nominees to the PAGES 1-2
Standing Committee in mid-June. (The Standing Committee is the

L : : . ANNOUNCEMENTS
Ecclesiastical Authority on matters that are independent of the diocesan
bishop.) After reviewing the results, the Standing Committee determined that FAGES 31
while there is at least one qualified candidate, there are not yet enough VESTRY UPDATES
candidates to present a full slate for election. PAGES 8-9
As a result, the search process will reopen for additional nominations from ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS
July 6 through the end of July. New nominees will move through the same PAGE 10

discernment and evaluation process, with a revised slate expected to be
CALENDAR AND LAY SCHEDULE

submitted by the end of August. The Electing Convention has been PAGE 11

rescheduled for November 14, and, God willing, the consecration of our next
bishop will take place on April 10, 2027.

WWW.SAINTPETERSCOLUMBIA.ORG
The good news is that nearly all members of the Search Committee have
agreed to continue serving, which means much of the work already
completed will not need to be repeated. This is important when we remember
that the next slate will be presented only eight weeks from now. One
exception is the priest who served as co-chair, who has stepped down from
the Committee. At the request of the Standing Committee, and after

St. Peter’s

Episcopal Church
consultation with our Senior Warden, | have agreed to serve in that role for Columbia, Tennessee

the remainder of the process.
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While this responsibility will require some additional time and attention in the two months
ahead, | remain confident that God the Holy Spirit is guiding this discernment. Please continue to
pray for the Search Committee, the Standing Committee, and all those who are discerning a call
to serve as our next bishop. | am grateful for your support during this season of diocesan
transition and trust that God is preparing the right shepherd for this next chapter in the life of
our diocese and, by extension, our parish family.

Faithfully,
Chris Bowhay+

*For more information on the status of the search, please see page 6 for the latest communication
from the Diocese of Tennessee.




July Office Closure

The office will be closed Friday, July 3, in observance of
Independence Day. We will reopen Monday, July 6, at
9:00 a.m.
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reconvene in August.

July Parish Meeting T SOy G i
On Sunday, July 26 at 9 a.m., the Vestry will host a mid-
year financial review to include vestry reports from the
Senior Warden and Junior Warden. Please join us for

coffee and cookies and hear an update on the work and @
finances of the church.

Sunday School Teachers!

Have you ever wanted to shape young lives? Do you enjoy art projects and youthful
discussions? Are you willing to share your love of St. Peter's with our youth and children?
If so, you may be our next Sunday School teacher! Reach out to the office if you're
interested in learning more about our Sunday School classes and to see where you fit in.
We would love to have you! Contact 931-388-3331 or office@saintpeterscolumbia.org.

St. Peter’s is a Veteran Military Friendly Congregation

The Veteran Military Friendly Congregation program promotes community, acceptance, and support for
Veterans and their families. Faith is a proven and fundamental component to healing, recovery, and the mental
health well being of veterans. As such, the mission of VMFC is to bring servicemen and women closer to God
and highlight the healing power of God. To learn more about this organization, visit www.vmfc-usa.org/.
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utreach Needs for July

Let's band together to make a difference in our community! Each month in 2026, the Outreach
Committee invites our parish to join us in showering donations on the month's featured partner
organization.
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MAURY COUNTY
Our spotlight organization for July is Harvest Share! HAR% 1:

SHARE food pantry
Harvest Share Food Pantry has been serving Maury County for over 40 years. They are dedicated
to creating a positive impact in the community by connecting surplus food from local businesses
and individuals with those in need. Their mission is to reduce food waste, combat hunger, and build
a stronger, more resilient community. With the support of community donations and volunteers,
Harvest Share is able to serve an average of 420 families each month.

Throughout the summer, many families rely on Harvest Share to help keep them fed in the absence
of school breakfasts and lunches. During the month of July, let's support this mission by coming

together and donating cereal!

Donations can be added to the bin on the Parish Hall stage. Please partner with us this month to
show love to our neighbors and community!

Please direct any questions to Jill Shockley at 615-948-4679.

Announcing New Members of DOK

On Sunday, June 7, the Holy Comforter
Chapter of The Order of the Daughters of
the King was honored to install five new
members: Jeany Glowacki, Anne Kirkland,
Karen Pearcy, Susan Riley and Ruth Scott.
Congratulations, ladies!
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o Upcoming Events

The church calendar moves a bit slower during the summer, but pretty soon
we’ll be back to our regular schedules! Mark these dates on your calendar to
keep up with events that are happening in the next few weeks.

Blessing of the
Backpacks

Sunday, July 26 Sunday, Aug 2
9:00 a.m. 10:15 a.m.

Parish Meeting

Rally Day/ EYC Begins
Ministry Fair (1°* & 3" Wed)
Sunday, Aug 9 Wednesday, Aug 19

9:00 a.m. 5:30 p.m.
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Bishop Search Update

To The People of The Diocese of Tennessee:

We are writing today with an update on the progress of our Bishop Search. Since September of 2025, the members
of the Search Committee—ably co-chaired by the Rev'd Jacob Bottom and Monica Fawknotson—have worked
diligently writing a Diocesan Profile, accepting names and evaluating candidates, and from June 11 through 12,
conducting a retreat weekend with the final candidates. It had been our plan to announce the nominees for the
Twelfth Bishop of Tennessee today. However, following the retreat and in consultation with the Search Committee,
the Standing Committee has concluded it is necessary to extend our search for candidates to be our new Bishop.

Last fall, the Search Committee was charged by the Standing Committee with proposing a slate of no less than
three or no more than four nominees for the Standing Committee’s approval. We have been confident of their
commitment to careful discernment and the work of the Holy Spirit throughout the process. While the Search
Committee certainly received sufficient applications for a robust process, due to unanticipated events at the end of
the search, it became clear we would need to extend our period of application and discernment.

We know that many of you have been praying for the Search Committee and eagerly anticipating the results of their
hard work. Please join those of us on the Standing Committee in thanking them for their time and commitment to
the Diocese, and continue praying for them as they move into this new phase of the search. The new application
period will begin on Monday, July 6 and close at 6:00pm on Monday, July 27. The work of the Search Committee will
continue through August and conclude with a shortened retreat with new finalists on Thursday, August 27.

As a result of this extension, we have moved the timeline for our Electing Convention and the ordination of the
Twelfth Bishop of Tennessee. We anticipate that Bishop Bauerschmidt will call for the electing convention on
Saturday, November 14, and pending sufficient consents, our new bishop will be consecrated on Saturday, April 10,
2027. Bishop Bauerschmidt has graciously delayed his retirement until next April in order that the Diocese will not
be without episcopal leadership prior to the new bishop’s consecration. Please continue to pray for him in the
midst of this unanticipated turn of events.

More details about the extended search will be made available on the Bishop Search hub at edtn.org /bishop-search
in the coming days.

Almighty God, giver of every good and perfect gift: Look graciously on your Church and on the Diocese of
Tennessee, and so guide the hearts and minds of those who will search for a new bishop to lead the Diocese, that
we may receive a faithful shepherd, and a visionary leader who will care for your people and lead them in the
mission you have placed before your Church in this Diocese. All this we ask in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

In Christ, @
The Standing Committee of the Diocese of Tennessee

Catherine Beemer, St. George’s, Nashville THE

The Rev'd Brad Johnson, St. James the Less, Madison EPISCOPAL
The Rev'd Caroline Osborne, St. Philip’s, Nashville DIOCESE OF
L. Jarod Pearson, St. Agnes, Cowan TENNESSEE

The Rev'd Justin Taliaferro, Messiah, Pulaski
The Rev'd Natalie Van Kirk, Good Shepherd, Brentwood, President
John Whitaker, Christ Church Cathedral, Nashville
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Applications accepted
through July 12!

ST. MICHAEL'S
YOUTH CONFERENCE

JULY 19-25, 2026

The St. Michael’s Conference is a week-long program
where youth develop a mature relationship with their
Lord and Savior. Through classes, worship, song and
games, the Christian life and ethos becomes real for
each Conference member. Open to youth ages 12-20.

For more info contact:
Erica Murphy, Registrar
931-215-1261
Eegeromel@yahoo.com
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Mark Keeton, Sr. Warden Michael Baltimore Tracy Moore Sonny Scoggins
St. Peter's Louis Davis, Jr. Warden Ryan Fowler Susan Bailey John Breyfogle
2026 Vestry Members Ken Horner, Treasurer Rick Bolton Buzz Lovell Bill Riley
Beth Tarter, Clerk Pam Williams Ginger Moon Amanda Havlicek

Vestry Meeting Bullet Points from May 26, 2026

e Authorized installation of gutter guard and additional work totaling $3,353.00. Funds not coming
from Operating Account but from the Thompson Fund—a restricted fund for the purpose of
capital improvements.

e Approved three grants recommended by the Outreach Committee:

o $2,250 for The Well and its Jet-Packs program to help hungry children. Funds not coming from
the Operating Account but from the B.l. Naddy Fund—a restricted fund for the purpose for
feeding the hungry.

o $1,000 for the Family Center, designated for food only. Also from the B.l. Naddy Fund.

o $1,000 for the Room In the Inn. Funds not coming from the Operating Account but from the
Hales Fund—a restricted fund for the support of Outreach ministry.

e Received report on Fr. Bowhay’s deepened relationship with Children and Youth Ministries over
the next program year, with special emphasis on his leadership of the newly launched program
year-long Confirmation Class and Fellowship. Also discussed plan to invite adults in the
congregation to serve as Sponsors for both Confirmation students and those preparing for First
Communion.

e Discussed stipendiary relationship with Henry Whitaker for his ongoing support of the EYC
(Episcopal Youth Community) and other projects. Letter of Agreement to be finalized at July
Vestry Meeting.

e Further discussion about the proposal to install an elevator leading to the

second floor classrooms.




Mark Keeton, Sr. Warden
Louis Davis, Jr. Warden
Ken Horner, Treasurer

Beth Tarter, Clerk

Michael Baltimore
Ryan Fowler
Rick Bolton

Pam Williams

Tracy Moore
Susan Bailey

Sonny Scoggins
John Breyfogle
Buzz Lovell Bill Riley

St. Peter's
2026 Vestry Members

Ginger Moon Amanda Havlicek

Financial Summary for May 2026

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in May. This summary is drawn
from our more detailed Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry. Those who would like to see it may find it in
the hallway that leads to the Church Office where it is always posted.

Month to Date Year to Date Budget
Plate Revenue $9,851.00 $41,549.72 $150,000
Pledge Revenue $24, 271.59 $180,821.05 $375,485
Expenses $49,410,68 $220,530.35 $571,491
Surplus (Deficit) ($15,288.10) $3,330.42 ($43,006)

Thank you for your gifts to God through St. Peter’s. If you have any questions about our finances or
your gifts, please contact Treasurer Ken Horner (ken.horner1952@gmail.com).

Faithfully,
Chris Bowhay+
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Judy Sanders 7/1
Isabelle Torres 7/1
Wilks Halliday 7/2
Gail Lewis 7/3
Kile Patrick 7/4
Elizabeth Bouldin-Payor 7/5
Currey Halliday 7/6

Gretchen Guschke  7/7
Theodore Gallagher 7/7
Isaiah Gallagher 7/7
Charlotte Wilson 7/8

Mary Joe Davis 7/9

Kathryn Trainor 7/10
Olive White 7/10
Victoria Gay 7/11
Bev Williams 7/12
Ella Harris 7/12
Luke Voyles 7/12
Payton Waters 7/13
Nathan Voyles 7/13

Anderson Clayborne 7/15

Kathy and Peter Morris
Bonnie and Roy Crews

Susan and Dawson Gray
Virginia and Stephen Sharpe
Elizabeth and Stephen Parey
Jan and Norm McKenzie
Mary Anne and Tom Guschke

Pam Lankford
David Wiegandt
Kevin Roberts
Celia Parrott

Lia Grippo

Brian Holmes
Marilyn Webster
Nancy Williams
Steven Crawford
Margaret Trainor
Dianne Breyfogle
Klaus Lachmann
Skyler Evans
Diane Bolton

bl

7/1

7/15
7/16
7/21
7/23
7/25
7/25

7/15
7/16
7/17
7/18
7/18
7/19
7/19
7/19
7/19
7/21
7/22
7/23
7/24
7/24

Jane Rodriguez-Keeton 7/24

Nick Merritt
Connie Hardin
Nancy Culbertson
Allan Steinkuhl
Thomas Harris
Jude Shockley

7/24
7/25
7/25
7/26
7/30
7/31



uly 2026 Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 £} Office Closed for 4
10:30am-Holy Eucharist & T:00pm-NA Independence Day 7:00pm-NA
Healing Service
12:00pm-NA 7:00pm-NA
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
8:00am-Haly Eucharist Rite | 7T:00pm-NA 7:00pm-NA 10:30am-Holy Eucharist & 11:00am-5taff Meeting T:00pm-NA 1:00pm-1861 Girls School
10:15am-Holy Eucharist Rite I Healing Service 5:00pm-Building and 7:00pm-NA
11:30am-Christian Service 12:00pm-NA Grounds Committee
Committee T:00pm-NA
T:00pm-MNA
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:15am-Good Shepherds Club Kathy Massey
10:15am-Hely Eucharist Rite Il 6:00pm-Finance and 7:00pm-NA 10:30am-Holy Eucharist & 5:15pm-Estes Committee 7:00pm-NA 7:00pm-NA
7:00pm-NA Governance Healing Service 6:00pm-Scout Meeting
7:00pm-NA 12:00pm-NA 6:00pm-Outreach
Committee
F:00pm-NA
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
8:00am-Haly Eucharist Rite | T:00pm-NA T:00pm-NA 10:30am-Holy Eucharist & T:00pm-NA 7:00pm-NA 7:00pm-NA
10:15am-Holy Eucharist Rite Ii Healing Service
11:30am-Vestry Exec. Meeting 12:00pm-NA
7:00pm-NA
26 27 28 29 30 31
8:00am-Holy Eucharist Rite | 6:00pm-Vestry Meeting 7:00pm-NA 10:30am-Holy Eucharist & T:00pm-NA 7:00pm-NA
9:15am-Goed Shepherds Club T:00pm-NA Healing Service

10:15am-Holy Eucharist Rite Il
7:00pm-NA

12:00pm-NA

Updates to the Parish calendar can be found on the website at
https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. Tth Street

Columbia, TN. 38401

Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org
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