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When we hear the words Sunday School, we often picture children gathered
around colorful tables, listening to Bible stories or making crafts. Yet Sunday
School has a remarkable history. It is one of the great educational and
missionary movements in Christian history, and for Episcopalians it has
always been about far more than teaching Bible stories. Its purpose has been
to form disciples whose lives are rooted in Scripture, nourished by worship,
and shaped by Jesus Christ.

The Sunday School movement began in England during the Industrial
Revolution through the vision of Robert Raikes (1735–1811), an Anglican
layman and newspaper publisher in Gloucester. Distressed by the poverty
and illiteracy of working-class children, who labored six days each week,
Raikes recognized that Sunday offered their only opportunity for education. In
1780, he organized schools that taught reading, writing, and arithmetic using
the Bible and the Book of Common Prayer. His hope was simple: children who
could read the Scriptures could encounter Christ for themselves.

Raikes' work spread rapidly through Britain with the help of William Fox
(1736–1826), who founded the Sunday School Society in 1785. Together they
launched one of the largest educational movements in the English-speaking
world. Long before universal public education existed, Sunday Schools
provided millions of children with their only formal schooling.

The movement quickly crossed the Atlantic. In the young United States,
Sunday Schools likewise focused first on literacy and Christian instruction. As
public schools became widespread during the nineteenth century, their
mission evolved. Churches no longer needed to teach children how to read; 

http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/


THE KEYS OF ST. PETER PAGE 2

instead, Sunday School became the Church's primary ministry of Christian formation—helping children
and adults alike learn Scripture, Christian doctrine, prayer, and faithful living.

Several educators helped shape this new chapter. William Holmes McGuffey (1800–1873), author of the
famous McGuffey Readers, believed education should form moral character as well as intellect. Later,
publisher David Caleb Cook (1840–1927) revolutionized Protestant Christian education by producing
graded Sunday School curricula and teacher resources used across the country.

The Episcopal Church embraced Sunday School early in the nineteenth century but gave it a distinctly
Anglican character. Rather than replacing worship, Sunday School complemented it. Children learned not
only Bible stories but also the Catechism, the Book of Common Prayer, the Church Year, and the
sacraments, preparing them to participate fully in the Church's worship and mission.

Among the leaders who encouraged this vision was Bishop William White (1748–1836), the first Presiding
Bishop of The Episcopal Church, who believed faithful catechesis would strengthen the new American
Church. Later, Bishop John Henry Hobart (1775–1830) of New York championed systematic Christian
education and produced catechetical materials that grounded young Episcopalians in Anglican faith and
practice.

Here in Middle Tennessee, this commitment to Christian formation found a beautiful expression through
the ministry of the Order of the Holy Cross. In 1905, Episcopal monks came to Sewanee to serve the
families of the Cumberland Plateau, where educational opportunities were often limited. They
established St. Andrew's School, today St. Andrew's-Sewanee School, believing that education and
Christian formation belonged together.

Although St. Andrew's was not a Sunday School, it embodied the same conviction that had inspired
Robert Raikes more than a century earlier: that the Gospel should shape the whole person. Daily prayer,
worship, academic excellence, work, and community life formed a distinctly Episcopal vision of education.
What began as a school for mountain boys grew and remains a lasting witness to the Church's
commitment to educate both mind and soul.

During the twentieth century, Episcopal Sunday Schools continued to evolve. New educational insights
emphasized storytelling, imagination, and participation alongside memorization. In recent decades, many
Episcopal parishes have embraced Jerome Berryman's (1939– ) Godly Play, a Montessori-inspired
approach that invites children to wonder about Scripture and discover God's presence through prayerful
reflection.
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Today, most children no longer come to church needing to learn how to read. Instead, many arrive with
little familiarity with the Bible or the Christian faith. In many ways, biblical literacy has become as
uncommon as basic literacy was in Robert Raikes' day.

That reality makes Sunday School no less important than it was over two centuries ago. Every Sunday,
teachers across the Church help children and adults alike discover the story of God's saving work in Jesus
Christ and grow into faithful disciples.

Here at St. Peter's, we stand within this remarkable tradition. From Robert Raikes in industrial England, to
Bishop William White in the early Episcopal Church, to the Holy Cross monks who climbed Monteagle
Mountain to educate the children of rural Tennessee, generations of Christians have shared the same
conviction: helping young people know Christ is among the Church's highest callings. The methods have
changed, but the mission remains the same—to help every generation know Jesus Christ, love his
Church, and joyfully share in his mission.

Faithfully, 
Fr. Chris Bowhay+

Selected Sources
DuPree, Sherry Sherrod. "Sunday Schools." The Encyclopedia of Christian Civilization. Wiley-Blackwell,
2011.
Power, John Carroll. The Rise and Progress of Sunday Schools: A Biography of Robert Raikes and
William Fox. New York: Sheldon & Company, 1863.
Smith, Mark K. "Robert Raikes and Sunday Schools." The Encyclopedia of Pedagogy and Informal
Education (Infed). https://infed.org/
The Episcopal Church Historical Society. Resources on Christian Education and Catechesis.
The Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and Culture. "St. Andrew's-Sewanee School."

https://infed.org/
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Men's
Fellowship

The Men’s Fellowship
meets Thursday,

August 6, in the Parish
Hall at 5 p.m. Our meal
will be blessed at 6 p.m.

Join us for great food
and fellowship. All men

are welcome. Bring
your appetite! 

The Veteran Military Friendly Congregation program promotes community, acceptance, and support for
Veterans and their families. Faith is a proven and fundamental component to healing, recovery, and the mental
health well-being of veterans. As such, the mission of VMFC is to bring servicemen and women closer to God
and highlight the healing power of God. To learn more about this organization, visit www.vmfc-usa.org/.

St. Peter’s is a Veteran Military Friendly Congregation 

Sunday School Parent Meeting
Join us on Sunday, August 2, at 9:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall as
we discuss the Sunday School curriculum for this year. All
parents of students in PreK-12 are invited to this important
meeting! 

2027 Calendars for Nursing Homes
Amazingly, some folks are already receiving free 2027 calendars
in the mail. Every year we collect and donate hundreds of
calendars to nursing homes, assisted living facilities and memory
care facilities, so we would love to get a head start on collecting
them. A box is set up on the stage if you want to donate any
desk calendars or pocket-sized calendars you receive or pick up
at one of the dollar stores. 
Thanks in advance - Vicki Kenney

Adult Sunday School Class (Café Class)
Each Sunday at 9:15 a.m. our adult Sunday School class meets in the Lounge, which is in our
office/classroom wing at the front of the church. On August 2 we will finish viewing the second
season of The House of David. On Sunday, August 9 (Rally Day), we will meet in the lounge and go
over the lesson plan for the series: Following Christ with Paul: The Life, Ministry, Travels, and Letters
of the Apostle Paul. 

These classes begin Sunday, August 16, and are led by Kevin Roberts, Tracy Moore, and Fr. Ted
Edwards. All are welcome!

http://www.vmfc-usa.org/


EYC - 6 -12  Gradeth th

Join us for Rally Day on Sunday, August 9, as we kick off a new Sunday
School year! We will gather in the Parish Hall at 9:00 a.m. where the
children will meet their teachers, visit their classrooms, and learn
what they’ll be studying for the coming year. We'll also enjoy light
refreshments as we celebrate together. Sunday School classes
officially begin on August 16. We can’t wait to get this year started!
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Rally Day - Sunday, August 9

Join us on Sunday, August 2, during the 10:15 a.m. service as we continue our
annual tradition of Blessing of the Backpacks! This blessing is for anyone
attending school at any age and covers these individuals, their families, and
teachers in prayer as the school year begins. Everyone is welcome to bring their
backpacks, bags, satchels and totes for a special blessing at the front of the
church. We look forward to seeing you at this always memorable event!

Blessing of the Backpacks

Save The Date - EYC starts back up on Wednesday, August 19! Grab your friends
and meet in the youth room downstairs at 5:30 p.m. for dinner, then programming
starts at 6 p.m.! Check the St. Peter’s website, email or social media for more dates
as they are added to the calendar. 
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2026-2027 Sunday School Curriculum
Our goal at every age is the same: to help our children know Jesus Christ more deeply, understand the story of
Scripture more fully, and grow into faithful members of His Church in the context of our traditional, orthodox
Episcopal/Anglican tradition. Here is how we hope to help your children grow this year:

Pre-K–1st Grade
Children will begin to know the great stories of the Bible by connecting what they hear on Sunday morning with
simple, engaging lessons designed especially for young learners.

2nd–3rd Grade
Children will continue discovering God's story through Scripture while spending five weeks with Deacon
Bonnie learning about the Holy Eucharist. Whether they already receive Communion or are preparing for First
Communion, they will gain an affectionate, age-appropriate understanding of Christ's gift of Himself to His
Church.

4th–5th Grade
Children will begin to see how the individual stories of the Bible fit together into one great story of God's
saving work. They will also explore the foundations of the Christian faith in ways that help them understand not
only what Christians believe, but why.

6th–8th Grade
Over the span of the entire program (school) year, Fr. Chris will lead our students’ preparation for Confirmation
by exploring Scripture, the Episcopal tradition, Christian worship, and the life of discipleship. God willing, they
will affirm the promises made at their Baptism when they are confirmed by our new Bishop on Whitsunday,
May 16, 2027, at St. John's, Ashwood.

9th–12th Grade
Students will use thoughtfully chosen films as conversation partners to wrestle with Scripture, Christian faith,
and the questions that shape our lives. Together they will learn to recognize God's truth and grace in both the
stories we tell and the Story that tells us who we are.

We hope you will join us on Sunday, August 2, at 9:15 a.m. for our brief informational meeting. We look forward
to an exciting year of learning, growing, and discovering together as our children deepen their faith under the
guidance of our teachers and the Holy Spirit.

Faithfully,

Fr. Chris Bowhay
Susan Bailey
Chair, Vestry Committee on Parish Life



*Let's band together to make a difference in our community! Each month in 2026, the Outreach
Committee invites our parish to join us in showering donations on the month's featured partner
organization.*

Our spotlight organization for August is The Well Outreach. The Well provides food for the hungry in
our community. They do this in a manner that fully recognizes the dignity of each person by
welcoming them, listening to them, praying with them and providing personal accompaniment and
client choice as they shop for food.

Between their Spring Hill and Mt. Pleasant locations, The Well currently serves more than 2,100
families each month. Throughout the school year, their Jet Pack program provides weekend food
bags to Maury County Public Schools students, with more than 1,400 students from over 30 local
schools receiving backpacks of shelf-stable food every Friday.

During the month of August, our support for The Well will be twofold:
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Outreach Needs for August

STEP 1: Donate!

Please bring the following much-needed items and place them in The Well donation bin in the Parish
Hall:

Peanut Butter / Jelly
Cereal / Oatmeal
Instant Mashed Potatoes

Canned Tomatoes
Pancake Mix / Syrup
Condiments

STEP 2: Get involved!

Join fellow parishioners as we volunteer at The Well's Mt. Pleasant location on the following dates:

Friday, August 7 @ 9:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday, August 11 @ 9:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
plus, a date TBD for our youth and adults to help pack Jet Packs!

Stay tuned for additional information! All are welcome to partner with us this month to show love to
our neighbors and community! Please direct any questions to Jill Shockley at 615-948-4679.

Many thanks,
Jill



On June 16, 1828, St. Peter’s was formally organized as the second Episcopal
church established in Tennessee. In two short years we will celebrate our 200
anniversary and we would love to have your help to make this an amazing event!

th

A few brainstorming sessions have already happened to start planning the
events and activities that will surround our anniversary. We know we’ll need
plenty of volunteers to staff the committees and help plan our key events. If you
have a flair for fundraising, history, design or public speaking, we would love to
hear from you!

On Sunday, August 9, come to the Parish Hall at 9:00 a.m. during our Rally Day
celebration as Susan Bailey shares an update on tentative plans and current
ideas about the committees needed to ensure our 200  anniversary is a
memorable event. 

th

In the meantime, we’re collecting personal memories and other special
remembrances of St. Peter’s. If you have any stories, keepsake Orders of
Worship or bulletins, remarkable history notes, old photography (especially of
weddings and bridal parties), or anything else you feel is important to the
history of St. Peter’s, please let Susan know. We would be delighted to showcase
your items to mark this significant date!
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St. Peter’s 200  Anniversary - Volunteersth
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Kroger Community Rewards
Thanks to everyone who has signed up their Kroger card to earn money for St.
Peter’s! Every time you use your member card in the store, a portion of your
purchase price goes back to St. Peter’s. This is a great and very simple way for us to
earn a little more money for our ministries. We consistently receive about $500 per
year with this feature.

You can sign up for Kroger rewards on desktop using this link, or here are
instructions to sign up on the app:

Go to your
account on the

mobile app

Tap “Payments
and Resources”

Tap “Community
Rewards”

In the search
field type in
UA455

This is the code
for St. Peter’s.

Then tap Enroll!

Thank you for your donation to St. Peter’s!

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

REGISTER FOR THE
CONFERENCE

MEET THE 2026 SPEAKERS

EPISCOPAL CHURCHMEN OF TENNESSEE
80th Conference August 7-9, 2026

Save the date for the 80th Annual Conference of the Episcopal Laymen of
Tennessee at St. Mary’s Retreat Center in Sewanee, August 7-9. The beautiful
mountaintop setting is the perfect location to host the next generation of
Laymen’s conferences. This year’s conference theme is “Faith in Action: Building
Resilient Men, Restoring Communities, Renewing the Earth.”

2026 Speakers

Dr. John Posey Dr. Nathan Napier Cash Daniels

https://tnchurchmen.org/schedule/
https://tnchurchmen.org/register/
https://tnchurchmen.org/register/
https://tnchurchmen.org/speakers/
https://tnchurchmen.org/
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VESTRY
 AUGUST 2026

St. Peter's 
2026 Vestry Members 

Mark Keeton, Sr. Warden
Louis Davis, Jr. Warden
Ken Horner, Treasurer

Beth Tarter, Clerk

Michael Baltimore
Ryan Fowler
Rick Bolton

Pam Williams

Vestry Meeting Bullet Points from July 27, 2026
Approved a proposal from the Building and Grounds Committee to repair the cracked and

buckling concrete walkways from the sidewalk to the church entrance at the cost of about $2,000,

to be drawn from the Thompson Fund which is restricted to capital improvements.

Approved a proposal from the Building and Grounds Committee to repair the air conditioning

compressor that supports the Parish Hall at an estimated cost not to exceed $2,000, also to be

paid by the Thompson Fund.

Approved a proposal by the Christian Life Committee to hire Henry Whitaker as a part-time

employee to help minister to our Middle and High School students. In exchange for a monthly

$500 stipend Henry will leads two (2) Episcopal Youth Community gatherings each month and one

(1) larger event of a fellowship or community service nature as agreed upon with the Rector and

the Christian Life Committee. The costs will be paid by a designated line-item in our Strategic

Reserve Fund especially set aside for youth ministry, and not from our Operating Budget.

Approved three grants recommended by the Outreach Committee:

$1,000 for the Center of Hope from the General Endowment, designated by the Vestry for the

purposes of capital improvement and Outreach.

$1,000 for Operation Stand Down from the General Endowment

$1,000 for the Duck River Dental Outreach from the Hales’ Fund, restricted to Outreach and

not drawn from the Operating Budget.

$1,000 for the Discipleship House, also from the Hales’ Fund.

[Continued on the next page]

Tracy Moore
Susan Bailey
Buzz Lovell

Ginger Moon

Sonny Scoggins
John Breyfogle

Bill Riley
Amanda Havlicek
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VESTRY
 AUGUST 2026

St. Peter's 
2026 Vestry Members 

Mark Keeton, Sr. Warden
Louis Davis, Jr. Warden
Ken Horner, Treasurer

Beth Tarter, Clerk

Michael Baltimore
Ryan Fowler
Rick Bolton

Pam Williams

Vestry Meeting Bullet Points from July 27, 2026

Accepted the Rector’s appointment of Buzz Lovell and Dave Glowacki to join the Estes

Committee. Buzz is the designated Vestry representative.

Recognized and thanked Zeke Maddux for his gift of repainting the retaining wall between the

church and the parking lot.

Approved a five-year contract with International Fire Protection which may be cancelled if needed

but guarantees the same price for the duration of the relationship.

Heard reports on the curricula for Sunday School, starting on Rally Day on August 9, 2026.

Approved a job description for Interim Choir Director with Marsha Sheusner to begin in mid-

August and to conclude at the end of September.

Tracy Moore
Susan Bailey
Buzz Lovell

Ginger Moon

Sonny Scoggins
John Breyfogle

Bill Riley
Amanda Havlicek
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VESTRY
AUGUST 2026

Financial Summary for June 2026

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in June. This summary is
drawn from our more detailed Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry. Those who would like to see it may
find it in the hallway that leads to the Church Office where it is always posted.

St. Peter's 
2026 Vestry Members 

Thank you for your gifts to God through St. Peter’s. If you have any questions about our finances or
your gifts, please contact Treasurer Ken Horner (ken.horner1952@gmail.com).

Faithfully,
Chris Bowhay+

Mark Keeton, Sr. Warden
Louis Davis, Jr. Warden
Ken Horner, Treasurer

Beth Tarter, Clerk

Michael Baltimore
Ryan Fowler
Rick Bolton

Pam Williams

Tracy Moore
Susan Bailey
Buzz Lovell

Ginger Moon

Sonny Scoggins
John Breyfogle

Bill Riley
Amanda Havlicek

mailto:ken.horner1952@gmail.com
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August 2026 Calendar

August 2026 Lay Schedule
Rotunda Ministry Scheduler

Updates to the Parish calendar can be found on the website at
https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/

https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/30/web-terminal/login/stpeterscolumbia
https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/


e-mail: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org     
Father Chris Bowhay: priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org

Website: www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. 7th Street
Columbia, TN. 38401
Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter's Episcopal Church

mailto:office@saintpeterscolumbia.org
mailto:priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org
http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/

	VOL. MMXXVI  •  ISSUE 8 •  AUGUST 2026
	THE KEYS OF ST. PETER
	A PUBLICATION OF ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
	THIS ISSUE:
	WWW.SAINTPETERSCOLUMBIA.ORG

	FROM THE DESK OF FR. CHRIS
	When we hear the words Sunday School, we often picture children gathered around colorful tables, listening to Bible stories or making crafts. Yet Sunday School has a remarkable history. It is one of the great educational and missionary movements in Christian history, and for Episcopalians it has always been about far more than teaching Bible stories. Its purpose has been to form disciples whose lives are rooted in Scripture, nourished by worship, and shaped by Jesus Christ.
	The Sunday School movement began in England during the Industrial Revolution through the vision of Robert Raikes (1735–1811), an Anglican layman and newspaper publisher in Gloucester. Distressed by the poverty and illiteracy of working-class children, who labored six days each week, Raikes recognized that Sunday offered their only opportunity for education. In 1780, he organized schools that taught reading, writing, and arithmetic using the Bible and the Book of Common Prayer. His hope was simple: children who could read the Scriptures could encounter Christ for themselves.
	Raikes' work spread rapidly through Britain with the help of William Fox (1736–1826), who founded the Sunday School Society in 1785. Together they launched one of the largest educational movements in the English-speaking world. Long before universal public education existed, Sunday Schools provided millions of children with their only formal schooling.
	The movement quickly crossed the Atlantic. In the young United States, Sunday Schools likewise focused first on literacy and Christian instruction. As public schools became widespread during the nineteenth century, their mission evolved. Churches no longer needed to teach children how to read;
	THE KEYS OF ST. PETER
	PAGE 1


	THE KEYS OF ST. PETER
	PAGE 2
	Selected Sources
	THE KEYS OF ST. PETER
	PAGE 3

	2026-2027 Sunday School Curriculum
	THE KEYS OF ST. PETER
	PAGE 6

	St. Peter’s 200th Anniversary - Volunteers
	On June 16, 1828, St. Peter’s was formally organized as the second Episcopal church established in Tennessee. In two short years we will celebrate our 200th anniversary and we would love to have your help to make this an amazing event!
	A few brainstorming sessions have already happened to start planning the events and activities that will surround our anniversary. We know we’ll need plenty of volunteers to staff the committees and help plan our key events. If you have a flair for fundraising, history, design or public speaking, we would love to hear from you!
	On Sunday, August 9, come to the Parish Hall at 9:00 a.m. during our Rally Day celebration as Susan Bailey shares an update on tentative plans and current ideas about the committees needed to ensure our 200th anniversary is a memorable event.
	In the meantime, we’re collecting personal memories and other special remembrances of St. Peter’s. If you have any stories, keepsake Orders of Worship or bulletins, remarkable history notes, old photography (especially of weddings and bridal parties), or anything else you feel is important to the history of St. Peter’s, please let Susan know. We would be delighted to showcase your items to mark this significant date!

	Kroger Community Rewards
	Thanks to everyone who has signed up their Kroger card to earn money for St. Peter’s! Every time you use your member card in the store, a portion of your purchase price goes back to St. Peter’s. This is a great and very simple way for us to earn a little more money for our ministries. We consistently receive about $500 per year with this feature.
	You can sign up for Kroger rewards on desktop using this link, or here are instructions to sign up on the app:
	Go to your account on the mobile app
	Tap “Payments and Resources”
	Tap “Community Rewards”
	In the search field type in UA455 This is the code for St. Peter’s. Then tap Enroll!

	Thank you for your donation to St. Peter’s!
	80th Conference August 7-9, 2026
	Amanda Havlicek
	Amanda Havlicek
	Amanda Havlicek

	THE KEYS OF ST. PETER
	PAGE 14
	August 2026 Calendar
	August 2026 Lay Schedule Rotunda Ministry Scheduler
	THE KEYS OF ST. PETER
	PAGE 15


	St. Peter's Episcopal Church
	e-mail: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org      Father Chris Bowhay: priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org Website: www.saintpeterscolumbia.org


