
One of my dearest mentors was the Rev. Richard Hall Gilman III—otherwise known
as “Dixie.” I first got to know him in Berkeley during my first year of seminary. He ran
the office for the seminary and the diocese, and I worked under him doing secretarial
tasks. A Marine who served in the Pacific during World War II (he told me that, for
one whole day, he ran all the railroads in China), Dixie finished his engineering
degree at CalTech after the war and traveled the world building dams—including the
Aswan Dam in Egypt. Sadly, along the way he buried two wives and two infants who
died in his arms at the hospital. After retiring, and looking for meaning and purpose,
he entered seminary, became a priest, and eventually served as the bishop’s right-
hand man.

Dixie smoked filterless Camel cigarettes (which I never consumed), taught me how to
make martinis (which I did), and could swear with Marine-like color the way
Michelangelo could paint (no comment). Nevertheless, he was an erudite, even
courtly man. He introduced me to the literary world of P. G. Wodehouse and the
musical world of Gilbert and Sullivan.

Every Sunday while I attended seminary, Dixie and I drove across the Bay Bridge to a
mission church in San Francisco where he celebrated the Eucharist and I preached.
Then we drove across the Golden Gate Bridge to a small mission in Marin County,
where we repeated our roles before driving back to Berkeley. So, we spent a lot of
time talking. About everything.

One Sunday, somehow, we began talking about his experiences with death. I will
never forget it.

“Grief is a mysterious thing,” he said. “It is physical but invisible. It cannot be seen on
an X-ray, and it can never be measured by blood samples. Nonetheless, it is
something you can palpably feel.”

FROM THE DESK OF FR.  CHRIS

THE KEYS OF ST. PETERTHE KEYS OF ST. PETERTHE KEYS OF ST. PETER   THE KEYS OF ST. PETER 
 VOL. MMXXVI  •  ISSUE 9 •  SEPTEMBER 2026

A PUBLICATION OF ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THIS  ISSUE :THIS  ISSUE :THIS  ISSUE :THIS  ISSUE :
FROM THE RECTOR'S DESK

PAGES 1-3

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PAGES 4-8

VESTRY UPDATES
PAGES 9-11

ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS
PAGE 12

WWW.SAINTPETERSCOLUMBIA.ORG

CALENDAR AND LAY SCHEDULE
PAGE 13

THE KEYS OF ST. PETER PAGE 1

http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/


THE KEYS OF ST. PETER PAGE 2

Then, as only an engineer could, he explained what he had learned as he studied the scientific, scholarly literature
about the course of grief. He believed that returning to what he called “emotional equilibrium” generally takes at
least eighteen months—it’s almost never shorter than that. Grief can last much longer, of course, and it can return
years later around holidays, birthdays, anniversaries, or for no apparent reason at all. But it is not necessary for
enduring grief to be prolonged. With help, we can find healing.

Over the past thirty-odd years, I have learned more about death and grief from skilled mentors and colleagues and
—more importantly—from the people like you whom I have tried to serve. While I greatly respect Dr. Elisabeth
Kübler-Ross and her five stages of grief—denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and acceptance—I have come to
think of grief more like a theatrical play in Three Acts.

Act I: The story begins when we learn of the death and lasts through the burial service. This is the time of shock
and surreality. We may go stretches of time completely forgetting our loss until reality suddenly comes rushing
back. We may also feel strangely numb. We cry, perhaps, but less than we expected or think we ought to. Some
people then wonder whether their lack of tears says something about how deeply they loved the person who died.
It doesn’t. The tears will come soon enough, once the soul catches up with the body.

Meanwhile, the people planning funerals and family gatherings face what feels like a thousand decisions, large and
small. Some seem absurd: “Why am I thinking about this at a time like this?” Yet even those little decisions can
become our friends. They give our minds something to do while we begin grappling with a reality we cannot
control.

Act II: The funeral, burial, visitation, and family gathering can feel like a roller coaster. We find ourselves
surrounded by people who love us and loved the person who died. Stories get told. Laughter erupts. Joy shines. 

Then we remember why everyone has gathered.

Our mood, briefly high, plunges again. This can become especially difficult within families. One person descending
into sadness may look across the room and see another laughing. The contrast between one person’s emotional
peak and another’s valley can trigger anger or resentment. So during these days especially, we pray for the grace
to be gentle with one another.

Act III: This stage begins sometime after the funeral. Maybe when the last visitor leaves. Maybe when the last
family member drives or flies home. Whenever it begins, we suddenly realize that the rest of the world has
returned to its routines, while our world has permanently changed. This is when the deepest sadness arrives. A
few days pass, and we feel a little better. Then sadness returns—perhaps slightly less intensely, but still powerfully.
Gradually we rise higher, fall a little lower, rise again, and fall again. Dixie, ever the engineer, called this a “damped
sine wave.” (At least, I think that was what he called it. I had to look it up.) Basically, grief comes in waves. Early on,
they can feel enormous and overwhelming. Later they still come, but usually with less intensity and more space
between them.
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One thing helps enormously: we need someone with whom we can talk honestly about what we feel without that
person trying to edit our feelings. I’m sorry to say that Christians (maybe just American Christians?) can be terrible
at this. We tell grieving people things that are dogmatically and scripturally true but are emotionally irrelevant:

“He is in Heaven with the family members who died before him.”
“You will see her again at the Resurrection.”
“His suffering is over, and now he is at peace.”

All true. But those statements describe the person who died, not the person who remains and mourns. Perhaps
the greatest gift is simply someone who, when you call on a Tuesday afternoon four months after the funeral and
say that you feel sad and blue and miss the person who died, answers: “I’ll bet you do. Tell me more.”

I write this as my family and I prepare to travel to California for my father’s funeral. I have shared these insights—
from Dixie and many others—more times with more people than I can remember. But it is different when you go
through it yourself.

One night, five years after my ordination, the phone rang. I learned Dixie had died. Until then, I don’t think I had
ever wept so hard.

A few days later, just before Dixie’s funeral at my childhood church, St. Peter’s in Oakland, another mentor—the
bishop who ordained me and whom Dixie served—called to tell me about a remarkable dream he had the night
before. He saw Dixie standing before him, bathed in golden light, smiling but also weeping. At first, this alarmed
me. Then the bishop reminded me that whenever Dixie saw something beautiful—children singing in church, for
example—he wept. The message seemed clear. Although we could no longer see Dixie, Dixie was seeing beauty in
its purest form.

That thought did not make me less sad. I still needed time to grieve the man I loved and who had changed my life.
But it tempered my grief with hope—the certain expectation of a future good, unknown and unseen, yet real and
lasting.

That is what I pray for in the days, weeks, and months ahead for my extended California family. It is what I pray for
myself and my family here in Tennessee. And it is what we all pray for one another as grief occasionally pierces
each and all of us: that we might clasp our hands in prayer, hold one another’s hands for strength, and watch with
hope for God’s beautiful future—even through our tears.

Faithfully, 
Chris Bowhay+
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Men's
Fellowship

The Men’s Fellowship
meets Thursday,

September 3, in the
Parish Hall at 5 p.m.

Our meal will be
blessed at 6 p.m. Join
us for great food and

fellowship. All men are
welcome. Bring your

appetite! 

The Veteran Military Friendly Congregation program promotes community, acceptance, and support for
Veterans and their families. Faith is a proven and fundamental component to healing, recovery, and the mental
health well-being of veterans. As such, the mission of VMFC is to bring servicemen and women closer to God
and highlight the healing power of God. To learn more about this organization, visit www.vmfc-usa.org/.

St. Peter’s is a Veteran Military Friendly Congregation 

2027 Calendars for Nursing Homes
Amazingly, some folks are already receiving free 2027 calendars
in the mail. Every year we collect and donate hundreds of
calendars to nursing homes, assisted living facilities and memory
care facilities, so we would love to get a head start on collecting
them. A box is set up on the stage if you want to donate any
desk calendars or pocket-sized calendars you receive or pick up
at one of the dollar stores. 
Thanks in advance - Vicki Kenney

Adult Sunday School Class (Café Class)
Each Sunday at 9:15 a.m. our adult Sunday School class meets in
the Lounge, which is in our office/classroom wing at the front of
the church. Our current lesson plan is a series called, Following
Christ with Paul: The Life, Ministry, Travels, and Letters of the Apostle
Paul. These classes are led by Kevin Roberts, Tracy Moore, and
Fr. Ted Edwards. All are welcome!

EYC Dinner Volunteers
Our EYC (Episcopal Youth Community) Group could use your help. You can make a difference
(and meet some pretty cool kids too!) by volunteering to be an Adult Supervisor or a Dinner
Volunteer and providing a meal for the youth. Our EYC Group meets here at the church on the
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month. Please visit the attached link to sign up:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040545AAAD2AA0F85-65226369-eycadult#/

http://www.vmfc-usa.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040545AAAD2AA0F85-65226369-eycadult#/
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This month, EYC is scheduled for Wednesday, September 2, and Wednesday,
September 16. Grab your friends and meet in the youth room downstairs at 5:30
p.m. for dinner, then programming starts at 6 p.m.! Check the St. Peter’s website,
email or social media for more dates as they are added to the calendar. 

Join us for an evening of making a difference in our community! On Thursday,
September 10, at 5:30 p.m., our group from St. Peter's will be packing "Jet Packs."
These are bags of shelf-stable food that are sent home each weekend with Maury
County school children in need. We will meet at The Well's Mt. Pleasant location on
Thursday the 10th at 5:30 p.m. Please sign up using the link below to let us know
you plan to attend!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4EA8A723A0FF2-65368226-packing#/

This event is open to all parishioners age 4 and above and is especially geared
toward our youth, but everyone is welcome to attend! It is a worthy cause and a lot
of fun, and we look forward to seeing you there!

Outreach - Jet Packs for The Well

St. Peter’s 200th Anniversary - Volunteers
This is a reminder that we are still collecting memories, photos, history, recordings
or printed items from years past to prepare for our 200  anniversary. Please let
Susan Bailey know if you have anything you’d like to contribute, or if you would like
to volunteer for a committee!

th

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4EA8A723A0FF2-65368226-packing#/


*Let's band together to make a difference in our community! Each month in 2026, the
Outreach Committee invites our parish to join us in showering donations on the month's
featured partner organization.*

Our spotlight organization for September is Maury County Animal Services.

Maury County Animal Services and Friends of MCAS are responsible for animal care, housing
homeless animals, and community and animal safety in Maury County. The shelter relies on
donations of food and supplies to ensure that the animals in their facility are well cared for
until they are adopted.

During the month of September, please join us in providing donations of the following much-
needed items for cats and dogs:

Donations can be added to the bin on the Parish Hall stage. Please partner with us this month
to show love to our neighbors and community!

Please direct any questions to Jill Shockley at 615-948-4679.
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Outreach Opportunity for September

Dog Food
Cat Food (Royal Canin brand preferred)
Greenies Pill Pockets
Nylabone/Benebone Chew Toys
Dog Collars and Leashes
Cat Litter (clay or clumping)
Standard Litter Boxes
Open-top Medium Cat Carriers
Scratching Posts
Liquid Laundry Detergent/Dryer Sheets
Blankets, Sheets, Towels
Pet Beds
Food/Water Bowls
Cat and Dog Toys!



As we begin our stewardship campaign this September, we’ll be taking some time to reflect on
what our church means to each of us and on the many ways our generosity makes our life
together possible.

Stewardship is, of course, about raising the funds we need to support our church, our
ministries, our programs, our building, and our outreach in the community. But it’s also about
something much bigger: what is made possible by those gifts.

Over the coming weeks, you’ll hear from several members of our parish about the ministries,
committees, worship opportunities, youth events, outreach programs, and other parts of our
church that bring them joy and give their faith a place to grow. Each person’s story will be
different, because each of us connects with our church in different ways.

And behind every one of those experiences is the generosity of someone who chose to give.
Someone’s pledge helped make that ministry possible. Someone’s contribution helped
provide that opportunity. Someone’s generosity helped create a church where we can
worship, serve, learn, connect, and grow together.
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Stewardship 2027

This stewardship season, we invite you to think not only
about what you give to the church, but about what your
giving makes possible. We hope these stories will
remind us of the many ways our generosity strengthens
our parish and helps us continue the ministries that
mean so much to all of us.

Stewardship: Together in Faith, Together in Ministry, Together for Tomorrow
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Sisterhood Gathering
On Tuesday, September 8, we will gather for a Sisterhood Dinner at 6 p.m. We will enjoy a
relaxed, delicious dinner together while getting to know one another. There will also be a
time to share your thoughts and hopes for opportunities for women at the church.
Please come out to meet new friends and connect with old. RSVP's are aappreciated but
not required. I know our schedules are often changing; there is always plenty of food for
everyone who attends. A $10 donation is suggested for dinner but not required. To RSVP,
or for questions, contact Anne at anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org.

Lunch Bunch
Our next Lunch Bunch Gathering will be on Thursday, September 17, at 11:30 a.m. in the
Parish Hall. We'll enjoy a relaxed lunch with good food and conversation. Please RSVP by
Monday, September 14 to anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org or 931-388-3331. You are
welcome to attend even if you don't RSVP. A $10 per person donation is suggested but
not required.

Save The Date - Pig Roast 2027!
We’re still almost two months out, but this gives
you plenty of time to plan for our upcoming Pig
Roast! This annual event is always a blast and all
are welcome. More information will be coming
out soon, so stay tuned!

mailto:anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org
mailto:anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org
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VESTRY
 SEPTEMBER 2026

St. Peter's 
2026 Vestry Members 

Mark Keeton, Sr. Warden
Louis Davis, Jr. Warden
Ken Horner, Treasurer

Beth Tarter, Clerk

Michael Baltimore
Ryan Fowler
Rick Bolton

Pam Williams

Vestry Meeting Bullet Points from July 27, 2026

Approved use of parish facilities by Cub Scout Pack 102 and the Twickenham Garden Club.

Approved replacement of a motor in an air-conditioning unit, with the cost to be paid from

the Thompson Fund, which is restricted to capital improvements. The final cost will

depend on labor.

Approved installation of a light fixture on the steps leading to the parking lot at an

estimated cost of $1,000, also from the Thompson Fund.

Approved three Outreach grants of $1,000 each: to Harvest Share and the South Central

Tennessee Development Foundation from the B.I. Naddy Fund, and to Restoration Jail

Ministry from the Outreach portion of the operating budget. Two additional requests are

awaiting clarification and will be considered by email vote.

Approved the revised slate of delegates and alternates for the Bishop’s Election

Convention at Christ Church Cathedral on October 24. If no candidate receives the

required two-thirds majority in both the clergy and lay orders, the convention may

continue on November 7 and November 14.

Delegates: Anne Ciccoline, John Finney, Peter Moon, Pam Williams

Alternates: Amanda Havlicek, Zeke Maddux, Ginger Moon, Ben Wrather

Tracy Moore
Susan Bailey
Buzz Lovell

Ginger Moon

Sonny Scoggins
John Breyfogle

Bill Riley
Amanda Havlicek



THE KEYS OF ST. PETER PAGE 10

VESTRY
SEPTEMBER 2026

Financial Summary for July 2026

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in July. This summary
is drawn from our more detailed Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry. Those who would like to see
it may find it in the hallway that leads to the Church Office where it is always posted.

St. Peter's 
2026 Vestry Members 

Church revenues do not arrive evenly throughout the year. Some months are historically
stronger than others, especially December. For example, about 20% of our total 2025
revenue came in December alone.

Our Treasurer has charted these patterns from year to year. The chart on the following page
compares the percentage of annual revenue received each month in 2025 and 2026.

Continued on the next page.

Mark Keeton, Sr. Warden
Louis Davis, Jr. Warden
Ken Horner, Treasurer

Beth Tarter, Clerk

Michael Baltimore
Ryan Fowler
Rick Bolton

Pam Williams

Tracy Moore
Susan Bailey
Buzz Lovell

Ginger Moon

Sonny Scoggins
John Breyfogle

Bill Riley
Amanda Havlicek
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VESTRY
AUGUST 2026

Financial Summary for July 2026, cont.

St. Peter's 
2026 Vestry Members 

Mark Keeton, Sr. Warden
Louis Davis, Jr. Warden
Ken Horner, Treasurer

Beth Tarter, Clerk

Michael Baltimore
Ryan Fowler
Rick Bolton

Pam Williams

Tracy Moore
Susan Bailey
Buzz Lovell

Ginger Moon

Sonny Scoggins
John Breyfogle

Bill Riley
Amanda Havlicek

The point is simple: we should always pay close attention to our income, expenses, and
overall financial position. At the same time, we should not use any single month—especially
a typically slower summer month—to predict our year-end fiscal position.

Thank you for your gifts to God through St. Peter’s. If you have any questions about our
finances or your gifts, please contact our Treasurer, Ken Horner:
ken.horner1952@gmail.com

Faithfully,
Chris Bowhay+

mailto:ken.horner1952@gmail.com
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September 2026 Calendar

September 2026 Lay Schedule
Rotunda Ministry Scheduler

Updates to the Parish calendar can be found on the website at
https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/

https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/30/web-terminal/login/stpeterscolumbia
https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/


e-mail: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org     
Father Chris Bowhay: priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org

Website: www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. 7th Street
Columbia, TN. 38401
Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter's Episcopal Church

mailto:office@saintpeterscolumbia.org
mailto:priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org
http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/

	VOL. MMXXVI  •  ISSUE 9 •  SEPTEMBER 2026
	THE KEYS OF ST. PETER
	A PUBLICATION OF ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
	THIS ISSUE:
	FROM THE RECTOR'S DESK
	PAGES 1-3
	ANNOUNCEMENTS
	PAGES 4-8
	VESTRY UPDATES
	PAGES 9-11
	ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS
	PAGE 12
	WWW.SAINTPETERSCOLUMBIA.ORG

	FROM THE DESK OF FR. CHRIS
	CALENDAR AND LAY SCHEDULE
	PAGE 13
	THE KEYS OF ST. PETER
	PAGE 1


	THE KEYS OF ST. PETER
	PAGE 2
	THE KEYS OF ST. PETER
	PAGE 3
	Sisterhood Gathering
	On Tuesday, September 8, we will gather for a Sisterhood Dinner at 6 p.m. We will enjoy a relaxed, delicious dinner together while getting to know one another. There will also be a time to share your thoughts and hopes for opportunities for women at the church. Please come out to meet new friends and connect with old. RSVP's are aappreciated but not required. I know our schedules are often changing; there is always plenty of food for everyone who attends. A $10 donation is suggested for dinner but not required. To RSVP, or for questions, contact Anne at anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org.

	Lunch Bunch
	Our next Lunch Bunch Gathering will be on Thursday, September 17, at 11:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall. We'll enjoy a relaxed lunch with good food and conversation. Please RSVP by Monday, September 14 to anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org or 931-388-3331. You are welcome to attend even if you don't RSVP. A $10 per person donation is suggested but not required.

	Save The Date - Pig Roast 2027!
	We’re still almost two months out, but this gives you plenty of time to plan for our upcoming Pig Roast! This annual event is always a blast and all are welcome. More information will be coming out soon, so stay tuned!
	THE KEYS OF ST. PETER
	Amanda Havlicek
	Amanda Havlicek
	Amanda Havlicek


	THE KEYS OF ST. PETER
	PAGE 12
	September 2026 Calendar
	September 2026 Lay Schedule
	Rotunda Ministry Scheduler
	THE KEYS OF ST. PETER
	PAGE 13
	St. Peter’s Episcopal Church


	St. Peter's Episcopal Church
	e-mail: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org
	Father Chris Bowhay: priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org
	Website: www.saintpeterscolumbia.org


