
Where Does Our Pledge Go? From St. Peter’s to the Wider Church

Our gifts to God through St. Peter’s have spiritual motivations and material
consequences. When we make a pledge to St. Peter’s, our gift begins here in
Columbia. It supports our worship, clergy and staff, Christian formation, youth
ministry, pastoral care, outreach, buildings, and the daily work of our parish. But our
giving also connects St. Peter’s to ministries throughout Middle Tennessee and
across The Episcopal Church.

Here is how that connection works.

1. We give to St. Peter’s.
Our pledge income comes from gifts households promise in advance for the year.
Plate income consists of other unrestricted contributions not credited toward a
household pledge. Together with other operating revenue, these gifts provide St.
Peter’s operating income.

2. St. Peter’s gives to the Diocese of Tennessee.
The Diocese makes a Fair Share request—not an assessment—of each
congregation. The request is 10% of the congregation’s operating income,
averaged over the previous three years. Participation is voluntary.

Our Fair Share joins the gifts of other Middle Tennessee congregations to support
ministries that individual parishes could not sustain alone, including:

Congregational support: In the 2026 diocesan budget, 12 congregations
received direct financial support from the Diocese, helping sustain Episcopal
worship and ministry in communities where congregations cannot yet fully
support that work on their own.
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Outreach: One recent Dandridge Trust cycle awarded 34 grants totaling $106,041 for ministries including
medical clinics, children’s advocacy, housing and homelessness programs, food assistance, senior and
caregiver services, counseling, and other community ministries.
Children, youth and education: diocesan youth ministry, campus ministries, Education for Ministry, and
Episcopal educational institutions.
Clergy and congregational support: seminarian assistance, clergy formation and placement, and other
resources serving congregations throughout Middle Tennessee.

3. The Diocese gives to The Episcopal Church.
Here the terminology changes significantly. The Episcopal Church levies a 15% assessment on diocesan income
above a $200,000 exemption. Unlike Tennessee’s voluntary 10% Fair Share request, this is a churchwide canonical
assessment.

Those churchwide dollars help fund:
New and renewed congregations: the 2025–27 churchwide budget provides $1.5 million for new
congregations and $500,000 for congregational redevelopment. In 2025 alone, 31 new Episcopal
communities received $442,166 in grants.
Evangelism, Christian formation, and youth and young-adult ministry.
Indigenous ministries and support for less-resourced dioceses.
Global mission and partnerships throughout the Anglican Communion.

The result is a widening circle of generosity: our households support St. Peter’s; St. Peter’s helps support our
Diocese; and our Diocese helps support the wider Episcopal Church. A pledge made here in Columbia helps
make ministry possible far beyond Columbia.

If you haven’t already done so, please pray over and then make a pledge to St. Peter’s for 2027. You can obtain a pledge
card by contacting our office or you can visit our website at https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/2027-pledge-card/ . Thank
you for your generous support.

Faithfully, and gratefully in Christ,
Fr. Chris Bowhay+

https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/2027-pledge-card/
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Men's
Fellowship

The Men’s Fellowship
meets Thursday,

October 1, in the Parish
Hall at 5 p.m. Our meal
will be blessed at 6 p.m.

Join us for great food
and fellowship. All men

are welcome. Bring
your appetite! 

The Veteran Military Friendly Congregation program promotes community, acceptance, and support for
Veterans and their families. Faith is a proven and fundamental component to healing, recovery, and the mental
health well-being of veterans. As such, the mission of VMFC is to bring servicemen and women closer to God
and highlight the healing power of God. To learn more about this organization, visit www.vmfc-usa.org/.

St. Peter’s is a Veteran Military Friendly Congregation 

2027 Calendars for Nursing Homes
Every year we collect and donate hundreds of calendars to
nursing homes, assisted living facilities and memory care
facilities, so we would love to get a head start on collecting them.
A box is set up on the stage if you want to donate any desk
calendars or pocket-sized calendars you receive or pick up at
one of the dollar stores.  

Join us as we come together to serve our community! Every first
Tuesday of the month, a group of St. Peter’s parishioners will
meet at The Well Outreach in Mt. Pleasant to serve together at
their food pantry. We will meet from 9:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Volunteers will primarily help clients at The Well go through the
facility and pick their groceries. Training will be provided on site,
and no heavy lifting is required! Ages 15+ can volunteer on their
own, and while this opportunity is primarily geared toward the
adults in our congregation, children ages 7-15 can also volunteer
with an adult.

Volunteer Opportunity at The Well

We need around 10 volunteers each month, so PLEASE consider signing up for each date you
are able! Please contact Jill Shockley at 615-948-4679 with any questions.

Sign Up Here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4EA8A723A0FF2-66257919-stpeters

http://www.vmfc-usa.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4EA8A723A0FF2-66257919-stpeters
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This month, EYC is scheduled for Wednesday, October 14, and Wednesday, October
28. There is no EYC the week of fall break! Grab your friends and meet in the youth room
downstairs at 5:30 p.m. for dinner, then programming starts at 6 p.m. Check the St.
Peter’s website, email or social media for more dates as they are added to the calendar!

We also have two Super Youth Group events in October! Sunday, October 11, from 4 - 6
p.m. is Worship & Fun Night at First Presbyterian. On October 21, we’ll be at Pumpkin
Paradise. We’ll send out more information as we get closer to these dates!

Parents and Other Adults - EYC Dinner Volunteers
Our EYC (Episcopal Youth Community) Group could use your help. You can make a difference
(and meet some pretty cool kids too!) by volunteering to be an Adult Supervisor or a Dinner
Volunteer and providing a meal for the youth. Our EYC Group meets here at the church on the
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month. Please visit the attached link to sign up:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040545AAAD2AA0F85-65226369-eycadult#/

In the Episcopal Church a Eucharistic Visitor is a lay person authorized to take the Consecrated
Elements in a timely manner following a Celebration of Holy Eucharist to members of the congregation
who, by reason of illness or infirmity, were unable to be present at the Celebration.

On Sunday, November 1, at 11:30 a.m. we’ll host a luncheon in the Parish Hall for all Eucharistic Visitors
and members who are interested in finding out more about this important ministry. Deacon Bonnie
will present the why and how of serving as a Lay Eucharistic Visitor. We will also have time to share our
experiences as Eucharistic Visitors and encourage one another in this essential work.

For information or to RSVP contact Anne Ciccoline, anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org or 931-388-3331.

Pastoral Care Ministry – Lay Eucharistic Visitors Luncheon

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040545AAAD2AA0F85-65226369-eycadult#/
mailto:anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org
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Pig Roast 2027 - Volunteer Sign-Ups
Pig Roast is set for Sunday, October 25! In
order to help this party be the best one yet,
we need to secure some volunteers. Please
visit this link to sign up for one of the
available spots. We need help with
everything from event set up and parking to
decorations and picking up sticks off the
grounds the day of the event! Be sure to
mark your calendars and get ready for a
good time!

Blessing of the Animals
Our annual Blessing of the Animals is
scheduled for Sunday, October 4, on the
front lawn at 5:00 p.m. All (well-behaved!)
pets are welcome, either on a leash or in a
carrier. Bring your family, friends and
neighbors and their pets for this fun event!

We will also collect donations for Maury
County Animal Services and the shelter at
this event. Click here and scroll down the
page to see the items they accept. Thank
you for your generosity!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F49ACAE2AA7FFC61-65732296-pigroast#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F49ACAE2AA7FFC61-65732296-pigroast#/
https://tn-maurycountyanimalservices.civicplus.com/m/faq
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Names for All Saints Service
During the Healing and Eucharist service on Wednesday, November 4, at 10:30 a.m. we
will remember our loved ones by reading the names of the departed. If you would like a
departed loved ones’ name to be read, please call or email the office by Friday, October
30, at Office@saintpeterscolumbia.org or 931-388-3331.

Sisterhood Gathering
Sisterhood Gatherings are a dinner fellowship that offer the opportunity for women in
the church to establish and grow friendships with other women. We will meet Tuesday,
October 13, in the Parish Hall at 6:00pm. We will enjoy chili, a white chicken chili, salad,
rolls and dessert.

Last month the question was raised "What opportunities would you like to have at St.
Peter's for women?" It was a wonderful discussion with many great ideas. Many
mentioned a desire for Women's Bible Study, a book club, continued opportunities for
fellowship, and outdoor and special interest activities. The most requested item was to
participate in a Women's Retreat. At our October gathering we will have an update on a
retreat opportunity and other opportunities in the works.

RSVP's by Friday, October 9, are appreciated but not required. You are welcome even if
you don't RSVP. We ask for a suggested donation of $10 if you are able. Contact Anne to
RSVP and for information: anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org or 931-388-3331.

Children’s Saints Parade
On Sunday, November 1, we will have our annual Parade of Saints at the 10:15 a.m.
service! Children can start thinking about which saint they want to portray and in the
next few weeks someone from the church will reach out to parents to organize the event. 

mailto:Office@saintpeterscolumbia.org
mailto:anne@saintpeterscolumbia.org


*Let's band together to make a difference in our community! Each month in 2026, the
Outreach Committee invites our parish to join us in showering donations on the month's
featured partner organization.*

Our spotlight organization for October is the Maury County Public Schools Family Resource
Center Christmas Treasures Store!

The MCPS Family Resource Center works in partnership with parents, the community, other
local agencies, the schools themselves, and businesses to help each child succeed in school.
The Family Resource Center helps find resources, gives parents support, and works through
different issues with students and families.

Each December, the Family Resource Center sets up a "store" of new and gently used
treasures. Students are able to shop during the school day for gifts to give to family members
and loved ones. Volunteers are on hand during these shopping days to wrap the gifts.
During the month of October, please help us support the Christmas Treasures program by
providing donations of the following needed items:

New or Slightly Used Treasures for students to gift to family members
Gift Bags
Tissue Paper
Wrapping Paper

Donations can be added to the bin on the Parish Hall stage. Please partner with us this month
to show love to our neighbors and community!

Please direct any questions to Jill Shockley at 615-948-4679.
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Outreach Opportunity for October

tel:(615)%20948-4679


1. Items/property should NEVER leave the building. However, if for some reason something needs
to be taken from the building (ex: chairs/tables/kitchen items/etc), the items should be signed out
at the office. Following the use of the item(s), they should be promptly returned to the area they
were borrowed from and the office should be notified of their return. 
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Reminders from your Building and Grounds Committee

2.When there is a function at the church, regardless of which area(s) used, it is the responsibility
of the person(s) using the space to be sure: 

a.Any items used are returned to their proper place.
b.Coffee pot, if used, is emptied, cleaned, and turned OFF.
c.Tables and chairs are put away.
d.Floor is swept.
e.Trash is out (dumpster is in the back parking lot).
f.Dishes used are washed, dried, and put away.
g.Countertops are wiped down.
h.Clean tablecloths are folded and hung back up where they belong. Any soiled tablecloths

should be taken home, washed, and returned ASAP (the following day).
i.ALL lights are OFF and ALL doors are secured and LOCKED as you leave the building.
j. If you signed out a key from the office to gain access during your event, it should be returned

that day, or the day following the event.

3.NO perishable food is to be saved in the fridge UNLESS it is labeled for use within the next day
or so. ALL UNLABELED items will be thrown away.

4.The kitchen double-door refrigerator is a REFRIGERATOR ONLY, IT DOES NOT HAVE A
FREEZER. Please do NOT place ice or frozen foods in the refrigerator.

5.NO tape, double-sided tape, tacks, or nails should ever be used on any of the floors, walls, or
woodwork throughout the church building/Parish Hall.

6.Because of the sensitivity of the smoke sensors in the building, NO HELIUM BALLOONS EVER,
for any reason, throughout the church building/Parish Hall. 

7.All beverages should be consumed before entering the church.

Revised: 9/26



It is an honor to serve as your Senior Warden and to work alongside the incredible volunteers
on the Stewardship Committee. They have devoted significant time and effort to helping our
parish better understand stewardship and pledging.

I recently reflected on my first visit to St. Peter’s. Like many of you may have felt on your first
visit, I had no idea what to do: When do I stand? When do I kneel? When do I say the Psalm—
and when do I not?

I was familiar with passing the offering plate, but I did not understand stewardship or the
pledge process. Now, after 20 years at St. Peter’s and service on the Vestry, I clearly
understand the importance of both.

Loose offerings in the plate support St. Peter’s, but pledges allow us to plan responsibly for
the coming year’s budget and ministries. If you have never made a pledge to St. Peter’s, I
encourage you to consider doing so. We understand that life circumstances can change—you
may be able to give more, or you may need to give less. A pledge is not legally binding; it is
simply your best estimate of what you feel you can contribute.

Finally, I ask two things of you. First, if you have questions about stewardship or pledging,
please reach out to Father Chris, our stewardship lead Ginger Moon, or me. We would be glad
to talk with you.
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Stewardship 2027
Stewardship: Together in Faith, Together in Ministry, Together for Tomorrow

Second, please visit the St. Peter’s website to view the seven
“What Does St. Peter’s Mean to You?” videos. They offer a
meaningful look at our various ministries and at what this
church community means to so many.

Sincerely,
Mark Keeton
Senior Warden

https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/giving/stewardship-2027/


St. Peter’s is looking for volunteers to join us for a Habitat for Humanity build on
October 10. Official build hours are 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m., though we expect to
finish earlier. Volunteers who can only attend for part of the day are also
welcome. We need a minimum of 10–15 volunteers, but more would be
fantastic! 

Volunteers must be 17 or older, and no construction experience or special skills
are required. St. Peter’s is also sponsoring the furnishings and household items
for the family, so we are truly partnering with them throughout the process as
they build and move into their new home - keep an eye out for more details on
how to contribute to the furnishings for this home. 

For the build day, we need volunteer commitments ASAP so we can report our
expected number of volunteers by the end of this week, so please sign up and
join us in doing this important work in our community! Sign up here:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4EA8A723A0FF2-66258969-stpeters

Questions can be directed to Jill Shockley at 615-948-4679

THE KEYS OF ST. PETER   PAGE 10

Habitat for Humanity Build

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F9040D4EA8A723A0FF2-66258969-stpeters&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca31f302803b34c4804e408df1e361ab8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639262889863377599%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X7RnBJkZDUmx5g9aUE3LJR0A8Jqun%2FfG%2BJmz6hNxykU%3D&reserved=0
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VESTRY
 OCTOBER 2026

St. Peter's 
2026 Vestry Members 

Mark Keeton, Sr. Warden
Louis Davis, Jr. Warden
Ken Horner, Treasurer

Beth Tarter, Clerk

Michael Baltimore
Ryan Fowler
Rick Bolton

Pam Williams

Vestry Meeting Bullet Points from August 28, 2026

Received, both in-person and by consent agenda, general updates about our Stewardship

Education Program, our bicentennial planning (including a future plaque as an historic marker,

generously funded by a current household), and our children’s and youth Sunday School classes

and programming. 

Approved a proposal from the Building and Grounds Committee to spend $5,830 from the

General Endowment to hire George Nuber, a local architect who has helped us with earlier

projects, to explore the possibility of what a plan for an elevator installation might look like and

cost. This is simply exploratory. No further work has been authorized. No funds are coming from

the Operating Budget.

Also authorized the repair of our fire alarm system for $990 to be paid from the Thompson Fund.

No monies from our Operating Budget were used.

Heard a powerful testimony from our Volunteer Director of Newcomer Ministries about our first

ever “Newcomers’ Dinner” on September 23. Over twenty newcomers of all ages enjoyed time

together while learning about St. Peter’s worship with a walk-through of our Order of Worship.

Reviewed a draft of the proposed job description of our next music minister. A search will begin

after input is received from the choir.

Tracy Moore
Susan Bailey
Buzz Lovell

Ginger Moon

Sonny Scoggins
John Breyfogle

Bill Riley
Amanda Havlicek

Discussed a revision of the Order of Worship that would continue to describe

the history of our congregation while also welcoming newcomers with

pragmatic information they need on their first visit. No final version of that

revision has been written.
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VESTRY
OCTOBER 2026

Financial Summary for August 2026

Below please find a very broad overview of St. Peter’s financial activity in August. This
summary is drawn from our more detailed Treasurer’s Report to the Vestry. Those who would
like to see it may find it in the hallway that leads to the Church Office where it is always
posted.

St. Peter's 
2026 Vestry Members 

Our Treasurer, Mr. Ken Horner, reported:
Overall offerings are ahead of the prior year and slightly behind budget.
Expenses are generally in line with budget and August expectations.
Monthly expenses appear high compared with budget amounts because two annual
expenses were paid in August:

Insurance expense: $11,862
Audit fees: $7,875

Mark Keeton, Sr. Warden
Louis Davis, Jr. Warden
Ken Horner, Treasurer

Beth Tarter, Clerk

Michael Baltimore
Ryan Fowler
Rick Bolton

Pam Williams

Tracy Moore
Susan Bailey
Buzz Lovell

Ginger Moon

Sonny Scoggins
John Breyfogle

Bill Riley
Amanda Havlicek

Cont. on the next page
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VESTRY
OCTOBER 2026

Financial Summary for August 2026

Church revenues do not arrive evenly throughout the year. Some months are historically
stronger than others, especially December. For example, about 20% of our total 2025 revenue
came in December 2025 alone.

The point is simple: we should always pay close attention to our income, expenses, and overall
financial position. At the same time, we should not use any single month—especially a
typically slower summer month—to predict our year-end fiscal position.

Thank you for your gifts to God through St. Peter’s. If you have any questions about our
finances or your gifts, please contact our Treasurer, Ken Horner: ken.horner1952@gmail.com

Faithfully,
Chris Bowhay+

St. Peter's 
2026 Vestry Members 

Mark Keeton, Sr. Warden
Louis Davis, Jr. Warden
Ken Horner, Treasurer

Beth Tarter, Clerk

Michael Baltimore
Ryan Fowler
Rick Bolton

Pam Williams

Tracy Moore
Susan Bailey
Buzz Lovell

Ginger Moon

Sonny Scoggins
John Breyfogle

Bill Riley
Amanda Havlicek
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October 2026 Calendar

October 2026 Lay Schedule
Rotunda Ministry Scheduler

Updates to the Parish calendar can be found on the website at
https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/

https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/30/web-terminal/login/stpeterscolumbia
https://saintpeterscolumbia.org/parish-events/


e-mail: office@saintpeterscolumbia.org     
Father Chris Bowhay: priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org

Website: www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
311 W. 7th Street
Columbia, TN. 38401
Phone: (931) 388-3331
www.saintpeterscolumbia.org

St. Peter's Episcopal Church

mailto:office@saintpeterscolumbia.org
mailto:priest@saintpeterscolumbia.org
http://www.saintpeterscolumbia.org/
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